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Blair: 'We did nothing wrong’ 


By Fran Abrams and 
Andrew Buncombe 


TONY BLAIR yesterday backed 
the diplomat alleged to have helped 
organise the overthrow of the Sier- 
ra Leone regime with the support of 
mercenaries. 

The Prime Minister said that 
while sanctions should never be bro- 
ken, Peter Penfold, die High Com- 
missioner to Sierra Leone, had 
“done a superb job”. 

Mr Blair’s backing of his diplo- 
mat, seen as a softening of the Gov- 
ernment’s line on the “Arms to 
Africa” crisis, came as more details 
emerged over the role of Foreign Of- 
fice minister Tbny Lloyd in the op- 
- eration to restore elected president 
Ahmed Tfejan Kabbah. 

The Independent has learnt that 
key members of a network linked to 
the mercenaries were invited to a 
T conference organised by the Foreign 
•Office at which Mr Lloyd was a guest 
speaker. At the conference, held to 
discuss the restoration of deposed 
President Kabbah, Mr Lloyd said: 
“The message to [die rebels] and let 
me make this absolutely clear, must 
be to get out while the possibility of 
doing so peacefully stiD remains.”. 

Mr Lloyd has insisted he was not 
aware that the plan to restore Pres- 
ident Kabbah involved Sandline, 
the “military consultants” headed by 
the former British army officer 
Lt-Col Tim Spicer. However, many 
people at the conference were aware 
that President Kabbah and his exiled 
government were negotiating with 
Sandline to provide weapons and 
training. 

Among these individuals was Ru- 
pert Bowen, a former diplomat cur- 
rently employed by Branch Energy, 
a mining company partly owned by 
‘J Tony Buckingham, which shares a 
London address with Sandline. 

Mr Bowen, the former first sec- 
retary to Namibia, is considered a key 
member of the Sandline network and 
sources say he is an important figure 
in introducing the company to new 
foreign governments. Robert Brown, 


_ Backing for FO as new evidence emerges of contacts with mercenaries 



Robin Cook deep ‘m thought as he walks along Downing Street for m meeting with the Prime Minister yesterday as the row over arms to Sierra Leone raged Photograph: AP 


another Branch Energy employee, 
was also at the conference. 

Also present was John Hirsch, the 

US Ambassador to Siena Leone. Last 
week, SandEne said it bad regular- 
ly brjefedhira on its operation. In ad- 
dition tp President Kabbah, 


members of his exiled government 
who arranged the deal with Sandli n e, 
were also present. 

Mr Blair yesterday described the 
growing political row over Sandline’s 
shipment of arms to Sierra Leone m 
app a r ent breach of UN and EU sanc- 


tions as a “boo-baa”. He said* “Let’s 
not forget that both the UN and 
the UK were trying to help the de- 
mocratically elected regime to restore 
its position from an illegal military 
coup. 

“It was a democratically elected 


regime that people were trying to 
help. They were quite right in trying 
to do it. 

“Nobody should ever act in 
breach of a UN arms embargo but 
Mr Penfold did a superb job last year 
in dealing with the consequences of 


the May coup,” he said. “That is the 
background and people can see that 
a lot of the boo-ha is overblown.” 

William Hague, the Conservative 
leader, said the comments were “a 
sign of the panic which is gripping the 
Government”. And he went on: 


“His comments not onty undermine 
the Customs and Excise investigation 
into allegations of criminal miscon- 
duct but also contradict' the Foreign 
Secretary’s statements 1 to date. 

“The confusion - over the Gov- 
ernment’s position has deepened 
and we still don’t know whether min- 
isters are telling'the full story.” 

Later, in the House of Lords, the 
Fo reign Office minis ter Baroness 
Symons suggested that arms ship- 
ments to foe exDed Sierra Leone gov- 
ernment were illegal whether or not 
they were shipped directly to foe 
country. 

*As I understand it, the Siena 
Leone UN sanctions order prohibit- 
ed gate or supply of arms „ for the pur- 
pose of delivery directly or indirectly 
or to foe order of a person connect- 
ed with Sierra Leone,” she said. 

The Independent understands that 
four shipments of op to 120 tonnes 
of arms were sent to President Kab- 
bah in Conakry, Guinea, and in 
Freetown. 

The conference was held In Oc- 
tober at the Royal Overseas League, 
a private club in central London. 
Among topics for discussion was foe 
plann ed imposition of sanctions 
agains t foe rebel regime, headed by 
Major Johnny Paul Koroma. 

The conference programme not- 
ed: “The coup has had serious neg- 
ative consequences for foe country 
and foe livelihood of its citizens. It 
has regrettably reversed foe gains in 
economic and social reforms, dis- 
rupted economic activities and weak- 
ened investor and business 
confidence.” 

The conference outlined foe pro- 
grammes that foe Kabbah govern- 
ment would implement within its first 
90 days of its restoration and the need 
for an international peace-keeping 
force. But exactly how Mr Kabbah 
was to be restored to power was less 
explicit. “Everyone knew this was a 
sensitive issue.” said one delegate 
who attended. “It was something that 
was whispered about around the 
edges rather than something that was 
said in foe open." 


India explodes three 
nuclear bombs 


Rail companies are fined 
£4m over late trains 


By Steve Cravwhaw 

INDIA yesterday defied world 
opinion, and stoked regional 
tensions by conducting three un- 
dergroundnudear explosions - 
‘ the first for 24 years.. The news 
of the explosions stoked ten- 
sons with: neighbouring Pak- 
istan, which Irak fought three 
wars with India’ in: foe past 50 


Pakistan accused India of 
sucking it into “a nuclear arms’ 
race”. The Pakistani foreign 
minister, Gohar Ayub Khan, 
called for international con- 
demnation and sanctions: 
“They are more or lesstrymg to 
say *to hell with you’” ■_ ■ 

US officials declared them- 
selves “stunned" by the news, 
T-fld talkedof possible sanctions. 


Bri tain and foe European 
Union seemed more hesitant 
and confused. After five hours 
of “no comment”, Britain last 
night issued a statement on 
behalf of the European Union 
which talked of European “efis- 
may”. Both India and Pakistan 
have refused to sign up for foe 
international ban on nuclear 
testing which was agreed by 149 
countries in 1996. Yesterday’s 
test included a thermonuclear 
device, far more sophisticated 
than the fission device includ- 
ed in India’s previous nuclear 
test in 1974. 

When foe new Indian gov- 
■ eminent, led by the nationalist 
BJP party, took over in March, 
it emphasised that it in t ended 
to “exercise the option" to in- 
troduce nuclear weapons. 


Prafui Bidwai, an independent 
weapons policy analyst who has 
campaigned for India to aban- 
don its pursuit of nuclear 
weapons, said a therm on uclea r 
device was a sign that India’s 


siderably since it tested a sim- 
pler fission device in 1974, and 
warned: “China and Pakistan 
will regard ns as a full-fledged 
nudear adversary and so we will 
have two nuclear arms races - 
a small one with Pakistan and 
a big one with China.” 

Suzanua van Moyiand, an 
analyst with Vertic, an inde- 
pendent arms control verifica- 
tion group, described the 
explosions as “a negative land- 
mark” 

Nudear weapons a world 
issue again, page 10 


By Louise jury 

RAIL companies have been 
Gned £4m for running trains 
which were late or with too few 
carriages, according to figures 
published yesterday. The latest 
Office of Passenger Rail Fran- 
chising bulletin showed punc- 
tuality worsened on 35 routes 
and improved on only 17 in the 
past 12 months. 

John O’Brien, the franchis- 
ing director, warned train op- 
erators that some needed to 
“dramatically improve” their 
punctuality and reliability fig- 
ures, which were “unsatisfac- 
tory” and had declined since 
last yean “Passengers have a 
right to expect performance to 
improve yearon-year. Instead, 
punctuality generally, although 


still better than in 1995/96, 
has slipped back from the im- 
provements achieved daring 
1996/97 _ I now urge the in- 
dustry to ... bring about sus- 
tained improvement ... across 
the whole network.” 

The worst performers an 
punctuality woe Virgin's West 
Coast services in Scotland, 
where 69.5 per cent of services 
were mo time, although the 
company’s much-criticised 
English operations improved. 

Also singled oat Em running 
too many fete trains were Great 
’Western and Thames. Some of 
the blame was laid at the 
door of Railtrack, which insti- 
tuted speed restrictions while 
repairing track. 

A Great Western spokes- 
woman said: “There have been 


exceptional problems which 
have contributed to a worsen- 
ing of onr performance, in- 
cluding an unusually high 
number of speed restrictions - 
40 - imposed by Railtrack.” 

Keith Bill, of the Save Our 
Railways campaign, said many 
parts of foe country were reach- 
ing a crisis. “If Tbny Biair and 
John Prescott do not step in 
with some tough radical mea- 
sures which wiU turn this right 
around, it won’t be long before 
passengers vent (heir fury on 
New Labour and not the last ad- 
ministration.” John Prescott, 
the Deputy Prime Minister; 
who is in charge of transport, i 
said it was nnacceptable that in | 
many cases the performance of 
train operators s till continued 
to be worse than last year. 


Finally, you can expect 
superb sound 
wherever you are. 

The Bos f Acoustic Wave* music system, 
the only thing that's limited is its availability. 




Ministers tell sunscreen makers to cut their prices 


Glebda Cooper 

Aflajrs Correspondent 

CREAM manufacturer? 
re tailer s should Opt foe 
of suntan lotions to make 
people protect them- 
from skin cancer, the 
saidyesterday. 



After foe hottest weekend of 

foe year .so far, Nigel Griffiths, 
foe consumer affairs minister, 
.stressed that suntan lotions 
must not be seen as fashion 

products and sfaouki be available 

at the lowest possible prices. 

Mr Griffiths said he had 
written to manufacturers mid re- 
tafleis, urging them to take all 


pike. He Iras urged them to fol- 
low .foe example of the Co-op 
supermarket chain, which an- 
nounced two weeks ago that it 
was catting foe price of Britain’s 


top brand son protection 
creams and lotions - includin g 

Ambre Solaire, Nivea and Piz 
Rnm. 

. A Co-op spokesman said 
sun lotions and creams would 
be reduced to cost price until 
the end of the summer to en- 
courage consumers to protect 
themselves. So while, for ex- 
ample, a bottle of Piz Bum Sun 
Lotion 25 2QGmI usually sells at 

£1X29, it is available for £639 
all summer at foe Co-op- 
The Labour MP Eraser 
Kemp- whose wife Pat sifiered 


skin cancer after playing as a 
dnki without any sun protection 
-welcomed the move. “Qoth- 
ingand creams are foe only pro- 
tection against the dangers of 
the sun,* he said. “There 
desperately needs to be a cut 
in prices because sun creams at 
the moment are just too ex- 
pensive for some families to 
afford.” 

A spokesman for Cancer 
Research said there was a long 
way to go in persuading some 
people to alter their sunbathing 
habits to reduce the risks. He 


added: “Anything which en- 
courages people to protect 
themselves for foe lowest pos- 
sible price is to be applauded." 

Weathermen yesterday pre- 
dicted that foe first hot spell of 
199S will continue for the next 
few days. Temperatures in 
many parts of the UK eclipsed 
those in Nice, or foe Canaries, 
as seaside resorts reported a 
busy weekend. The highest tem- 
perature was recorded on Sat- 
urday in Norfolk and in south 
London where it reached 25C 
(77F). 


Today’s news 


Everest blow 

FEROCIOUS winds whip- 
ping down Everest’s Western 
Om have destroyed the ad- 
vanced base camp where 
Stephen Goodwin and his 
team are staying. Page 3 

‘Yes’ campaign 

A NUMBER of initiatives 
are being planned to boost the 
“Yes” campaign for foeref- 
erendums in Ireland amid 
concerns that foe Protestant 
community has yet to swing 
derisively in favour of the Ul- 
ster agreement. Page 6 
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Bose introduces an easier, more convenient way to enjoy superb 
sound. Small and light, the Acoustic Wave" music system is a 
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Labour still facing revolt over Murdoch’s power 


By Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


MARGARET BECKETT last 
night was facing Labour back- 
bench unrest about the power 
of Rupert Murdoch over the 
British press, in spite of vigor- 
ous lobbying led by Tony Blair 
to bead-off a revolt on the sec- 
ond reading of the Govern- 
ment's Competition Bill. 

The President of the Board 
of Trade met a group of more 


than 20 Labour MPs before last 
night's vote to persuade them 
that the Bill and European 
case law was sufficient to deal 
with predatory pricing by Mr 
Murdoch’s Mews International 
group, owners of the Tones; and 
Tony Blair held private meetings 
with some backbench critics to 
reinforce her assurances. 

But fears were not allayed 
when Mrs Beckett announced 
she would be seeking to throw 
out from tire Bill an amendment 


made in the Lords by Lord Mc- 
Nally, the liberal Democrat 
peer, with the support of 
Labour peers, to outlaw the 
abuse of a dominant position, by 
a national newspaper. 

Mrs Beckett was effectively 
served notice by senior Labour 
backbench MPs that there 
could be a rebellion during the 
BUTs Iater stages in the Com- 
mons. unless it is strengthened. . 

Chris MuHin, the Labour 
chairman of the Commons 


Home Affairs select committee, 
said: “We aren’t talking about 
interfering in the free market 
We are talking about subvert- 
ing of the free market" He said 
predatory pricing had taken 
£100 milli on in profit out of the 
broadsheet markeL - 

Calling for a separate media 
BilL dive Soley, the chairman 
of the Parliamentary Labour 
Parly, said: “1 have no doubt we 
need' a mechanism for taking 
tougher action when there is 


predatory pricing." 

David Win nick, a veteran 
Labour MP, said: “What is re- 
alty required is effective legis- 
lation. The situation whereby 
the Times is deliberately un- 
dercutting other newspapers 
to drive them out of business is 
totally undesirable.” 

The argument centres on 
Mrs Beckett’s assurances that a 
European court judgement, 
known as the Tfetra Pak case, es- 
tablished that predatory pricing 


would be illegal. Mrs Beckett 
said that the European Court of 
Justice ruled in that case that if 
prices were shown to be below 
the average -variable cost of 

production, predatory pricing 
should be assumed. 

“Even if prices are above av- 
erage variable costs but stHl be- 
low total average costs, conduct 
is to be regarded as predatory 
if it can be established that the 
purpose of that conduct is to 
eliminate a competitor,” she 


told MPs. A leading Labour 
pro-European, Giles Radice, 
Labour chairman of the Com- 
mons Treasury committee, said 

the law set out in that case “W3S 

quite tough” and would catch 
News InternatiooaL “We should 
look carefully at Mrs Beckett s 
statement I intend to get legal 
advice on it- 1 want to consid- 
er what happens in committee, 
and I want to decide then what 
happens at the report stage." 
But David Chtdgey. the lib- 


eral Democrat spokesman, said 
he had received legal advicelbal 
the Tetra Pak case could only 
apply to newspapers which had 
already established adommaint 
position - <10 per cent of the ma- 
ker or as low as 20 per cent de- 
pending on the nature of the 
market. 

He said it would not apply 
to newspapers* such as the 

Times, which he said lad a .six 
per cent share; before they 
reach eda dom.inanLjKisitfcKV ; 
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Paedophiles 
use e-mail to 
lure children 


By Ian Burreff 

Heme Affairs Correspondent 
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PAEDQP Hn.E S are using 
e-mail to engage schoolchildren 
in pornographic conversations, 
a chief constable told an in- 
ternational conference of police 
chiefs yesterday. 

Teachers said they bad also 
identified the development, 
which comes before govern- 
ment plans to give every school- 
child m the country an e-mail 
address. The Chief Constable of 
the Fife Constabulary, John 
Hamilton, told delegates at the 
15th European Policing Exec- 
utive Conference in Aberdeen 
that paedophiles were using 
e-mail to access potential vic- 
tims and encourage them to ex- 
change salacious information. 

“It is unwise to leave children 
unsupervised if they have access 
to e-mail chat lines." Mr Hamil- 
ton said many offenders in- 
dulged in a practice known as 
“spoofing”, which involved 
adults posing as teenagers to win 
the confidence of youngsters be- 
fore encouraging them to swap 
pornographic conversations and 
images. “Spoofing” made it dif- 
ficult to trace offenders. 

Mr Hamilton said this form 
of computer crime was merely 
the tip of the iceberg of the del- 
uge of internet crime wtucb.the. 
world would face by 2000.' * 

• The Easter conference of the 
Association of Tfeachers and 
Lecturers heard that a group of 
schoolchildren in Sheffield were 
bombarded with messages by a 
paedophile g a n g after being 
given e-mail 

Fortunately, the youngsters 


were sixth-formers and report- 
ed the problem. 

The ATL said that it com- 
missioned a survey of 4,000 
children aged 11 to 16 and 
found that two-thirds of young- 
sters wished to have their own 
e-mail address. 

Many children believed that 
staff could teach them nothing 
about computers. Some 40 per 
cent said they were more com- 
puter literate than their teach- 
ers and 31 per cent said they 
were more adept on the inter- 
net than staff. 

The association now offers 
Cyber Patrol software to its 
members as a benefit, in order 
to place a filter on the internet 
sites to which children can gain 
access. Richard Margrave, of 
the ATL, said: “The union is in- 
creasingly worried that pupils 
can access pornographic and 
racist material” 

According to Mr Hamilton, 
internet crime will be tbe 
biggest single challenge to law 
enforcement in the mfllennhim. 

He said it wasa global prob- 
lem which required police 
forces across the world to recruit 
experts in the field or undertake 
dramatic retraining. 

Mr Hamilton also appealed 
to parents to play their part in ' 
protecting youngsters who used 
the Internet. Delegates heard 
how, in a US study, 450,000 
pornographic images were 
found to exist on bulletin 
boards. Computer crime was 
difficult to police because of the. 
speed with which it was grow- 
ing and the ingenious ways of- 
fenders were finding to cover 
their tracks. 



Liberal Democrat peer Emma Nicholson enjoys a c offee with Hugh Dykes MP during a break in the proceedings of the European Movement’s 
conference at the New Connaught rooms in London Photograph: Tom PBstbn- 


Thomson investors make big gain in first day 


By Andrew Yates 


TENS OF thousands of in- 
vestors who were denied the 
chance to buy shares in Thom- 
son Travel Group due to ad- 
ministrative problems with its 
flotation missed out on a prof- 
it of up to £121 each as the 
shares soared on their first day 
on the stock market yesterday. 

Shares in the United King- 


dom's largest tour operator 
leapt to 2Ilp ih early trading, 
representing a 24 percent pre- 
mium to the 170p flotation 
price which was itself at the up- 
per end of the price range the 
company had set for investors. 
The shares dosed at 193 Jp yes- 
terday, valuing Thomson at 
£1.9bn. 

Angry investors who were 
denied shares are now calling 


for compensation from the 
share shops who were respon- 
sible for delays in -registering 
potential investors and sending 
out application forms. 

Thousands of investors who 
registered for shares well in ad- 
vance of the flotation closing 
date last Thursday failed to re- 
ceive forms in lime to apply 
shares. 

The dd»de maned what has 


been the most popiilar.flotation 
for years. One million people 
, registered an interest in.buying 
Thomson' stock and more than 
500,000 private investors have 
successfully steered their way 
past the administrative chaos to 
quality for shares. They wall get 
294 shares each worth £500 at 
the flotation price. 

The flotation was so popu- 
lar that Thomson had to in- 


crease the number of shares al- 
lotted to the public from the 10 
percent originally planned to 
17 per cent. Even then the 
offer was subscribed mam' times 
over by private investors. 

Official trading in Thomson 
wfll start next Monday when pri- 
vate investors' share certifi- 
cates are issued. 

SFA to investigate share 
shops, page 19 
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SUMMER is here! Or so it 
would seem from the joyful re- 
ports of the hottest day of the 
year in London over the 
weekend. On Sunday, a tem- 
perature of 22° C was regis- 
tered in London, while on 
Saturday, locations in both 
Norfolk and south London 
reached 25° C. 

But realty it’s nothing to 
get excited about Weather re- 
porters, like most other re- 
porters, love superlatives. Of 
course it was the hottest day 
of the year. Every day has a 


fair chance of being the 
hottest of the year until yon 
gel to the middle of August 
And with a particularly cold 
April (the wettest April this 
century, superlalivemongers 
tell us) - an April that , was 
polder than March for only tire 
fifth time this century - any 
sunny day in earty May is like- 
ly to be the warmest of the 
year. 

As warm May days go. 
the present weather is noth- 
ing special. The warmest May 
day recorded in Kew saw a 
temperature of 30.6°C, and 
even the average warmest- 
day-in-May temperature is 
243°C And if you realty want 
a warm May day in London, 
you have only to go back to 
Regent’s Part in 1944 for a 
temperature of 32.S°C. 

With the .slightly unusual 
combination of warmsoother- 

ty air from Africa, a dry, east- 
erly wind from the continent, 
and an.area of high pressure 
over the country, the South- 
east is enjoying a pleasant 
spell of warm weather. That’s 
alL No need for superlatives. 
Summer isn’t here yet. Just a 
few days’ nice weather. Don’t 
put your umbrellas away. 
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Ferocious winds are howling; our base camp is 
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STEPHEN GOODWIN 


THERE WAS a sound like the roar 
of a fleet of 747 jets overhead as great 

plumes of snow and vapour flew from 
the west shoulder of Everest. 

Ferocious winds whipped down 
Everest’s Western Cwm last night 
and this morning, demo lishing near- 
ly ail our Himalayan King dom s Ex- 
peditions tents and many of those of 
other teams. Our advanced base 
camp has been destroyed. 

Fortunately no lives have been re- 
ported lost, though for a while we 
feared one of our Sherpas had suf- 
fered a frostbitten hand as two of 
them battled through the Cwm. 

The scene at Base Camp around 
breakfast was reminiscent of pho- 
tographs of wives at pithead gates 
after mining disasters. Groups of 
Sherpas and climbers clustered near 
their mess tents gaging up towards 
the head of the Khumbu IcefaD and 
the entrance to the Cwm. 

Out of the Cwm itself, snow bil- 
lowed in whirlwinds, snaking down 
the upper icefield. 

Our own camp was unoccupied 
- but with the likelihood of vital 
equipment scattered by the wind, a 
question mark hangs over any sum- 
mit bid. 

Gear, missing or otherwise, was 
not our first thought this mornin g. 
Nima Dorjee and Pemba Ikering, 
two of our most experienced Sher- 
pas, left before dawn with a col- 
league, “Big” Dorjee, from an 
American team to try and reach 
Camp 2 to assess storm damage. 
They were somewhere in the mael- 
strom of blowing snow we could see 
hundreds of metres above us. 

In addition, a handful of Slurpas 
based at Camp 2 for others in the in- 
ternational circus of teams were, 
hanging on in a large dome tent, try- 
ing to keep it from collapsing despite 
two broken poles. 

Strangely, though the mouth of 
the Cwm is only 600 metres above 
Base Camp, we stood watching in rel- 
ative calm and sunshine. However, 
there was no mistaking the menace 
of the wind’s roar and the concern 
of the Sherpas, who on any other 
slack morning would have turned to 
playing cards and laughter. 

The timing of the blast is sober- 
ing. It is pretty well two years to the 
day since nine climbers died when 
similar fierce winds caught them out 
above the South Col. 

As the. sunshine gave way to 
steady snowfall, most of the day was 
spent criss-crossing between camps 




Winds whipping snow off the upper reaches of Everest during the storm. Below: Nima Temba trying to make contact with Camp 2 Photographs; Stephen Goodwin and Jim Williams, using Fuji DS-300 digital cameras 


of different nationalities piecing to- 
gether information. Shyam Prasad 
Pun, Camp 2 cook with the US team 
of disabled climber Tbm Whittaker, 
had watched sleeping bags and bits 
of tents hurtling down the Cwm, 
some of them maybe our own. 

Tents belonging to the Iranian 
team also took to the air like mag- 
ic carpets - unbeknown to their own- 
ers who, tired of hanging around 
Base Camp for a weather window, 
have gone down the valley to Nam- 
che for a rest. 

Nima and Pemba reached Camp 2 
at about 1 lam, did what they could 
to secure the wreckage and then set 
off back- It was a vain effort. Inwhhe- 
out conditions and unable to see their 
way in the heavily crevassed Cwm 


they were forced io turn back and 
take refuge with Shyam and the 
others in Whittaker’s battered dome 
tern. With only patchy radio contact, 
it was feared for a while that Nima 
had a frost-bitten hand. Later, after 
apparently plunging his hands in 
warm water, we heard he had 
regained the use of his hand, but 
only time will reveal the extent 
of his injury. 

Their damage report on the camp 
was less encouraging: the cook tent 
had been blown away, three of the 
five team-member tents were flat- 
tened with gear still inside them and 
the other two are missing , as are all 
three tents used by the Sherpas. 

Until we know what has been lost 
and what can be salvaged, it is im- 


possible to know whether we are stiD 
able to mount a summit bid if the 
weather improves. All our down- 
jackets, salopettes, and other high al- 
titude gear was in the tents. 

As for the effect of the wild 
weather on our higher camps, with 
luck our four tents at Camp 3 at 
7,200m on the Lhotse Face will 
have been buried by snow and can 
simply be dug out. The one teat that 
our Sherpas erected at the South Col 
could weD be history, though the oxy- 
gen bottles and other gear should still 
be retrievable. 

With a bit of luck, the wind will 
have eased sufficiently tomorrow for 
Sherpas, and possibly some team 
members, to go up the IcefaQ and go 
into the Cwm to start the salvage op- 


eration. It is expected to be a com- 
bined effort by most of the interna- 
tional teams here - the disaster 
having hit everyone. 

Meanwhile in Base Camp, 
climbers will a g ain be engaged in the 
frustrating business of trying to in- 
terpret weather forecasts and guess 
the movement of the jet stream, at 
the moment blowing directly over 
Everest. 

it is a change in the track of these 
high-altitude winds that creates the 
calmer weather window climbers try 
to exploit each spring. But over the 
past week we have watched plumes 
of cloud rushing across the moun- 
tain tops at speeds of up to lOOmph, 
and more are forecast 

David Callaway, our New York 



physics professor, has been growling 
about El Nino causing an upset in the 
jet streams, maybe delaying the 
window by weeks or even shutting 
it altogether. 


■ A full collection of Stephen 
Goodwin’s Everest diaries, with 
photographs can be found on. The 
Independent 's web site - 
www.independenLco.uk 


‘Voice of Swimming’ 
sacked over bribes 


By Linus Gr«goriad[is 

HAMILTON Bland, the so- 
called “Voice of Swimming”, 
was sacked by both the BBC and 
the Amateur Swimming Asso- 
ciation yesterday for b r ingi n g 
the sport into disepute after an 
inquiry found he had taken 
bribes from pool manufacturers. 

Mr Bland, the swimming 
body’s facilities consultant, took 
“secret commissions” from 
manufacturers while giving ad- 
vice to councils about 'new 
pools, according to an inde- 


pendent inquiry carried out by 
solicitors’ firm, Herbert Smith. 

David Sparkes, the ASA’s 
chief executive, said yesterday 
that the finding s of die report 
woald be banded over to the po- 
lice. 

He said: “As ASA facilities 
consultant, Hamilton Bland 
was in a position of trust and in- 
fluence, a position which he has 
clearly abused. Mr Bland has 
betrayed the trust that both we 
and our partners put in him. We 
had no alternative but to relieve 

him of all duties with the ASA. 
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“There is no doubt that as a 
direct result of Mr Bland’s ac- 
tivities the ASA’s reputation 
has suffered, particularly with 
local authorities and the Sports 
CoundL Geariy there are some 
bridges to be built and we are 
working towards restoring con- 
fidence in the ASA.” 

The report was ordered by 
the ASA last July after investi- 
gations by World, at Action and 
a national newspaper showed 
that the former Olympic coach 
had TTiarie a fortune from the 
spoil 

The BBC, who have used Mr 
Bland as a commentator since 
1975, said in a statement yes- 
terday that it would be “inap- 
propriate” to continue to 
employ him. 

Mr Bland, who lives in a 
mansion in Warwickshire, 
readied an agreement with 
Han Mooyer, the owner of a 
company "called Poly Pool 
Floors Limbed (PPF) spedal- 
i isifig in moveable floors for 
I sw imming pools, according to 
, the inquiry. 

The report ' concludes: 
“There is no difference in law 
between a secret commission 
and a bribe. The evidence is in- 
controvertible. therefore, that 
Mr Bland- took a number of 
bribes from Mr Mocyer in ex- 
change for promoting or rec- 
ommending PPFs floors.” 

The inquiry, c arri e d our by 
Mark Gay, a partner at the law 
firm who specialised in sport, 
cleared Mr Bland of any wrong- 
doing in his roles as promoter 
of the ASA awards, and as 
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Hamilton Bland, ‘the voice of swimming*, with a group of 
young enthusiasts Photograph: Birmingham Post 
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faead of his company SwimGB. 

In a statement yesterday, 
Hamilton Bland mM: “I ab- 
solutely deny that I have 
brought the ASA or myself 
into disrepute." 

A copy of the report has also 
been sent to Chris Smith, the 
Culture, Media and Sport Sec- 
retaiy, who has already said that 
be would pass the report to the 
ponce if it contained evidence 
of illegal behaviour. 

Mr Sand give evidence to 
Mr Gay’s inquiry in Ranuaiy af- 
ter he suffered a brain haem- 
orrhage at the end of last year. 

Mr Sparkes said that the 
ASA had acted on the report’s 
recommendation that the posi- 
tion of ASA fariliriPfl officer 


should be advertised as a full- 
time position, funded by the 
En glish Sports CoundL 

The independent inquiry 
said: “Mr Gay investigated al- 
legations made in the World In 
Action programme that Mr 
Bland acted in conflict of in- 
terest in advising lottery appli- 
cations, while at the same time 
be was advising the ASA as to 
what priority should be ac- 
corded to projects by the ASA 
as part of the sports governing 
body consultation exercise. 

“Mr Gay found that Mr 
Bland had at no time acted for 
the English Sports Council and 
at no time acrorded an ASA pri- 
ority to any project on which be 
was instructed.” 
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Trapped cat burglar admits Picasso 




By Louise ju ry 

A CELEBRATED cal burglar 
who Hahn ed to have renounced 
Iris life of crime yesterday ad- 
mitted his role in a plot to sell 
a stolen £650,000 Picasso. 

As a jury at Snaresbrook 
Crown Court in east London 
-was about to retire to consider 
its verdict. Peter Scott, 67, 
changed his plea to guilty to 
conspiring to handle the paint- 
ing, Tete de Femme, stolen in a 
(fa ring jaid at gunpoim on a 
gallery last year. 

Scott was granted bail until 
sentencing by Judge Andrew 
Brooks who warned him: “This 
is an extremely grave and seri- 
ous matter \rinch attracts a sub- 
stantial term of imprisonment-” 



Picasso’s TBte de Femme, 
st ol en at gunpoint In 
London last year 


Thylor. But during the five-day 


However, Ronald Spring. 

who earlier admitted hawflfflg 
the Picasso and agreed lO givc 
evidence against. Scott, said 
that Scott had handed torn* 
conta in m g -the sides 
painting on the evening ^ 
raid and demanded mcaqy. 
Spring, a fpnnerlcg ri easeemve 
who is also awaiting sesttaaqg. 

said; “He toklme he wanodbt 

. tween £70,000 and £75 ,000 
within seven days.” 

Scott was then, caught in a 
sting operation by undercover 
detectives a week after the 
theft Officers moved in to ar- 
rest him as be walked awayfioHi 

a rendezvous with Spmg at the 

Sherlock Holmes HotelmLna- 
don’s Baker Street. Akhqughbe 
told the court he was not a- 
te rested in ary money from die - 




ing, Scott said that he was a 
“victim of arcumst 


ay to become a celebrity ten- 
nis coach. 

He claimed he had been an 


carrier bag of cash and s i nifiii g 
to hinBelf- - 

After the hearing. Scbct's^ 


Scott, who claimed in court that he had retired from crime 10 years ago to become a celebrity tennis coach 


Scott was the author of a rte oauncu nc u«u «« * — ~ j"T£r. 

book. Gentleman Thief- Bee- innocent go-between in a pn- the 
ofiSins of a Cat Bu#zr, which vate deal arranged by Ronald tam hai J forced tanto 
^tedbhSO-y^rareerof Sprite a 70-year-old business 
wammmmtmm thefts from stars including accomplice, and another friend 
Photograph: Scope Sophia Loren and Elizabeth who was the man who robbed 

moiograp the Lefevre Gallery m Mayfair examination. I could not oon- 
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in March last year. 

Scott changed his original 
not guilty plea after the jury 
heard that he met the robber, 
who cannot be named for legal 
reasons, shortly after the raid 
and passed the work to Ronald 

Spring. 

He had earlier told the court 
that be had known tberaider for 
a number of years and regard- 
ed him as a “surrogate SOS'*. He 
said that anything he had done 
had been out of loyalty. 


rinue to sustain this not guilty 
plea without jcopardfeingfHy 10 
years of. honesty, decency and . 
hard work." 

Detective Constable An- 
drew Kennedy, of tbe'Naiion- 
al Crime Squad, said he thoi^ht 
that Scott was .Aiveri by pub- . 
lidty." I thmk be revels in in- 
famy. He’s a likeable rogue, but 

having said that he is still some- 
one who has committed a series 
of very serious crimes through- 
out his life ” 
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Five summoned to appear 
before Lawrence inquiry 

THE five men named in connection with the murder of the . 
black teenager Stephen Lawrence have been issued with sum- 
monses ordering them to attend the public inquiry being held 
into his death, a spokesman for the inquiry said. “There has 
been no indication that they will not attend.” he added: 

Michael Holmes, the lawyer for one of the five, Gary -Dob-’ 
son, 22, said he would attend the hearing. “If he gets a sum- 
mons he has no option. If he did not he would be in contempt.” 
Mr Dobson, Nefl Acourt, also 22, and Luke Knight, 20, were 
cleared of Stephen’s murder at the Old Bailey in 1996 after 
a private prosecution brought by the Lawrence fandy collapsed 
David Norris and Jamie Acourt. both 21, were charged with 
the killing but the cases were thrown out at committal stage. 

The documents order the five men to app^r at the. tri- 
bunal in south London on 8 June, but the inquiry spokesman 
said this was the earliest date at which they could be required 
Failure to attend or give evidence could lead to a witness 
being jailed for up to six months and fined up to £1,000. 

Driver ‘fine’ after lorry terror 

A POLICE report on the motorway incident in which a lor- 
ry driver guided his vehicle through traffic at 70raph after the 
accelerator jammed was submitted to the Department of Trans- 
port’s Vehicle Inspectorate yesterday. 

Five police cars and a helicopter cleared the route ahead 
after the driver, Michael Rayner, 26, alerted them to his predica- 
ment by mobile phone at about 11am on Sunday. Mr Rayn- 
er escaped unhurt after bringing the vehicle to halt by switching 
off the engine and steering into a crash banier on the Ml just 
outside London. 

The Scania P124 lorry, registered in January 1998, wascon- 
tr acted to waste management firm Polkacrest of Wrolham, 
Kent A company spokesman said; "Everyone is relieved that 
what could have been a nasty incident ended safely. Mr Rayn- 
er is fine, but totally overwhelmed by all the interest in the 
story. He has gone away for a couple of days to recuperate.” 

‘Misogynist’ council claim 

A COUNCIL solicitor was groped by a senior official after 
he had too much to drink, it was claimed at an industrial tri- 
bunal in north London yesterday. 

Amanda Kelly. 41, said the man - who cannot be named for 
legal reasons - accosted her at a hotel where ameeting was be- 
ing held for the directors of Camden Council, north LondomShe 
said she complained after the incident in July 1994, but was sworn 
to secrecy by the then chief of personnel. Ms Kelly, now the coun- 
cil’s deputy chief executive, is claiming sexual discrimination 

against the chief executive, Steve BundredL 46. She says the coun- 
cil had a “ruisogynistic” atmosphere. The council and Mr Bun- 
dled deny the allegations. The hearing continues today. 

BA seeks to foil easyjet 

BRITISH Airways yesterday moved to block a court action 
by low-cost airline easyjet which opposes BAs entry into the 
no-frills European market. Easyjet, operating out of Luton 
airport, has issued High Court proceedings seeking injunctions 
to prevent BA "illegally cross-subsidising” its new low-fare sub- 
sidiary, Go, which plans to start services later this month from 
Stansted. But BA has asked a Gommerrial Court judge to “strike 
out” easyJet’s claim as “unsustainable in law and discl osing 
no cause of action". The hearing is expected to last three days. 


Doctor on murder charge . 

THE hospital anaesthetist. Thomas Shanks, 47, was remand- 
ed in custody when he appeared In court yesterday charged 
with the murder of Vicky Fletcher. The doctor is accused of 
killing the 21 -year-old nurse outside a public house, in Casde- 
ford. West Yorkshire, last Thursday night v' : ’ ' 

The best help for students .. 

The Independent is the top source of information about uni- 
versity course places, according to a Universities and Colleges 
Admissions Service survey of undergraduates. Sixty- three per 
cent of applicants used the listings published in the paper. 
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Detective's 
sex session 
‘captured 
on tape' 


By Steve Boggan 

* 

A DETECTIVE who has been 
suspended on full pay for more 
than three years was taped by 
colleagues allegedly havin g sex 
with a police witness without her 
consent 

The Independent has ob- 
tained a transcript of the offi- 
cer apparently having sex with 
the woman, in which she says 
“no” or rejects his advances on 
17 occasions. 

The transcript forms part of 
an investigation into 34 allega- 
tions made against the former 
South East Regional Crime 
Squad officer by the witness, 
$ most seriously that he repeat- 
edly had unlawful sexual inter- 
course with her between May 
1993 and August 1994 at two 
“safe houses" in Essex 

As The Independent report- 
ed two weeks ago, the officer has 
been receiving a salary of about 
£30,000 a year since his sus- 
pension in late 1994, but no de- 
cision has yet been taken by the 
Metropolitan Police on whether 
he should be disciplined. 

In a statement given by the 
witness to Scotland Yard's 
Complaints Investigation Bu- 
. reau in September 1994, she de- 
. 'H tails the growth of a highly 
unprofessional relationship 
which started with the detec- 
tive's involvement in the arrest 
of drug suspects linked to her, 
and progressed into him having 
sex with her, allegedly sharing 
her reward money and even al- 
legedly supplying her with drugs. 

The Crown Prosecution Ser- 
vice regarded the woman, a 
former drug addict, as too un- 
reliable a witness to allow crim- 
inal proceedings against the 
officer. It is understood the Po- 
lice Complaints Authority made 


a recommendation as to his fu- 
ture a year ago, but he has re- 
mained suspended on hill pay. 

Other allegations being in- 
vestigated ty the CXB are that die 
officer “dishonestly appropriat- 
ed 4 kilos of heroin from a to- 
tal quantity of 40 kilos that were 
seized"; that in March 1994, he 
“unlawfully supplied the com- 
plainant with a firearm and a 
case of bullets"; and that be “un- 
lawfully supplied the com- 
plainant with dangerous drugs”, 
cannabis. LSD and ecstasy. 

The witness also claims the 
officer stole money from her, 
told her what to say in a witness 
statement in a bid to pervert the 
course of justice, tapped her 
phone, dishonestly handled 
£25,000 and failed to act on in- 
formation about other crimes. 

In her statement, the witness, 
a mother of two, indicates that 
sex with the married officer took 
place many times, but by the 
time their relationship ended, 
she said she no longer wanted 
to have sex with him. 

Before the last session was 
recorded, she appears to have 
been primed to use key words. 
For example, in one instance 
she says: “I don't want sex. [Of- 
ficer's name] you Ye penetrating 
me.” He replies: “That’s it, 
yeah." Again, apparently for the 
benefit of the microphones, 
she says: “[Name] you're pulling 
my drawers down _. why, 
don’t want it Please put them 
back on.” He replies: “No.” 

The tape’s value as a piece 
of criminal evidence is debat- 
able as it features a woman who 
has consented to be recorded in 
advance of supposedly being 
forced to have sex. However, as 
a piece of evidence for tfisct- 
plinaiy purposes, it may be po- 
tentially valuable. 


Ministers act 
to cut school 
exclusions 


By Jucfitti Judd 

Education Editor 
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MINISTERS yesterday pro- 
mised to stop schools excluding 
too many pupils as they pro- 
duced a new report showing big 

variations in exclusion rates. 

Just one-quarter of sec- 
ondary schools are responsible 
for two-thirds of permanent ex- 
clusions and one-quarter do not 
exdude any papDs. Last year, the 
exclusion rate in Hammersmith 
and F ulham, in west London, 
was four times that of Newham 
Y in east London and more than 
ax times that of Oxfordshire. 

The report from the Prime 
Minister's Social Exclusion Unit 
wants to reduce exclusions by 
encouraging schools to inter- 
vene earlier to cope with unruly 
pupils. It says: 

■ inspectors should be sent in 
to schools which exclude the 
most pupils. 

■league tables should show bow 
many -pupils each secondary 
school excludes permanently. 

■ schools should introduce 
“sanctuaries" where disruptive 
pupils can cool off. 

.1 The report says that some 
pipQs. are being excluded for ' 
wea ring nose studs or trousers 
not bought horn an approved 
supplier- There is anecdotal ev- 
idence that schools are emhid* 
y fog. difficult chil dren so poor 
- results do not afreet their posi- 


fbld since 1990. Last year about 
13,000 pupils were permanent- 
ly excluded. The report also 
aimstocuttruancyfromtheGov- 
emmenfs estimated figure of one 
million children each year - ont 
of around 15 million pupOs. 

Stephen Byers, the school 
standards minister, said: “By re- 
ducing the levels of truancy and 
school exclusi ons we wlQ effec- 
tively cut off one of the mam 
supply routes to welfare de- 
pendency, joblessness and crim- 
inal behaviour.” 

For the first time, pupOs who 
are permanently excluded will 
have the right to full-time edu- 
cation either in a “sin-bin" or 
pupil referral unit or at another 
school Some receive only three 
or four hours tuition a week. 

David Blunkett, the Secre- 
tary of State for Education, is 
hoping to receive money for the 
changes from the Government’s 
comprehensive spending re- 
view due to report in July so that 
they can start to introduce the 
new arrangements from next 
year. Costs in pupil referral units 
are four times as high as those 
in ordinary schools. 

- DswdHart, general secretary 
of the National Association of 
Head Ibacheis* said: “Setting ar- 
tificial targets for the reduction 
of truancy and exclusions will 
not. Of itself, achieve anything 
unless heads are given the sup- 
port they need to deal effectively 
with those pupils who ruin the 
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Gall Prime Health on 

KSSth 0800779955 


Mother battles the blight of Millennium Dome building work 



By Clare Gamer 


Reprieved: Carofyne Rushton with her daughter Bertha (above) can stay in their cottage until the appeal 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


MANY people bate the MtUennium 
Dome but Carotyne Rushton has 
more reason than most. Since build- 
ing work began, she has been con- 
demned to live in a contaminated 
dust bath, with rets in the garden and 
drilling at dawn. While her neigh- 
bours have been rehoused, she daims 

she has not been offered suitable al- 
ternative accommodation. 

“Look at that dome cansing all 
this trouble. All the muck and all the 
noise," Ms Rushton said, trying to 
soothe her 22-month-old daughter. 
Bertha. Six months pregnant with her 
second child, Ms Rushton, 33, a 
single mother, is at her wits end 
“struggling to keep it together". 

Yesterday she made a successful 
plea at the Court of Appeal against 
a possession order which would 
have left her homeless. She has 
been given security to stay in the 19th- 
century gas worker’s cottage over- 
looking the dome development in 
Greenwich, south-east London, un- 
til the appeal is heard. 

A spokesman for London and 
Quadrant Housing This!, which un- 
til recently leased the house from 
English Partnerships, said they had 
offered Ms Rushton other homes and 
the local council had agreed to 
rehouse her, but that she had 
declined to contact the council and 
refused their offers. 



IMPORTANT NEWS FOR NATIONWIDE MEMBERS • IM 


Members’ Reward Bond, of 




interest to our 5 year members 
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8 % 

k Gross p.a. A 
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Act fast. If you’ve been a continuous 
member of Nationwide Building Society for 
5 years or more you can take advantage of a 
new account weve introduced especially for 
you. Our brand new Members’ Reward Bond 
is available now - for a striedy limited period 
only. It is available on a first come, first served 
basis only and may be withdrawn at any time. 

Whether you want interest paid 
monthly or annually, this 3 year variable raze 
Bond will give you a highly competitive 
return. You can invest from as little as £1 to a 
matimiim of £10,000 (or £20,000 for joint 


qualifying members) and earn an interest rare 
of 8.0% gross p.a. paid annually or 7.7% 
gross p.a. paid monthly. And, if you need 
access to your money, you can close your 
Bond before the end of the 3 year term with 
90 days’ notice or 90 days’ loss of interest. 

Right now this is our top rate. It’s 
available exclusively to you because we value 
and reward your custom. We can only do this 
because we arc a building society. Unlike the 
banks, we have no shareholders, so we can 
pass on the benefits to our members with great 
rates - and special new accounts like this one. 



putting members first 


We’ re committed to remaining a 
building society, so we can continue to benefit 
our members. Not just in the short rerm, but 
consistently - year after year. To you this 
means a wider choice of products and services, 
greater competition on the High Street and 
better interest rates. This is what we, as the 
World’s No.l Building Society, are proud to 
stand for. Our new Members’ Reward Bond 
is yet another good reason why it pays ro 
decide Nationwide. 

So act fast and call into your local 
branch today. 


It pays to decide 


^Nationwide 


The World's No.l Building Society 


Rates quo red may vary bnt cornea ar rime of going to print. Haas quoted are gross p.a. which k the rare before deduction of tax. Members’ Reward Bond is only mailable f0 existing members of Nationwide 
Building Sodcty who have been continuous members with the Society for ar least five years on the dare die Bond is opened. The maximum that can be invested in die Bond is £10,000 if opened in a sole name 
or £20,000 if opened in joinr names. Only one aecoonr per mem bet The Bond has a 3 year Derm, early closure is subject to 90 days’ notice or 90 day’s’ lost interest. Additional investments or pan withdrawals 
after the Bond is opened are not allowed Income tax wiD usually be deducted from interest ax the appropriate rate unless you are registered to receive interest gross as required by the Inland Revenue. Additional 
tax may be payable if you arc a higher rate tax payer. Nationwide is a member of the Building Societies Ombudsman Scheme and subscribes ro The Banking and Montage Codes. Nationwide Building Societv, 
Head Office, Pipers y, Swindon SN38 1NW. 
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No surrender - Paisley’s fire and brimstone gospel 

» — _ rrVaf 


Defender of loyalist 
Tarth’ rages against 
papist conspiracy 
Kim Sengupta reports 

THE NOISE at the ultra-loyalist ral- 
ly at Moigashel in Co Tyrone was 
deafeningly loud, repetitive and in- 
sistent. There was also a booming 
lambeg drum, traditionally used in 
Orange parades - but it was no 
match for the Rev Ian Paisley. 

Tb his critics Mr Piaisley, fiery 
preacher, leader of the Democrat- 
ic Unionist Party and standard 
bearer of the ‘no’ campaign against 
the Stormont agreement, symbolises 
the historical intransigence of Ul- 
ster Protestantism. 

According to the polls, Mr Pais- 
ley has become a catalyst in the ref- 
erendum cam paign. He is 
entrenching the views of some loy- 
alists who fear betrayal and slide to- 
wards united Ireland, but there are 
also those who are being driven into 
the “yes’ camp by what they see as 
his negativism and demagoguery. 

The Government and the Ulster 
Unionist Party plan to capitalise 
on this in the run-up to polling day 
on 22 May. But Northern Ireland 
observers point out that Mr Paisley's 
involvement and influence in the 
province's politics is as long-stand- 
ing as the conflict itself, and you 
write him off at your periL 

The “Big Man", now aged 72, sriD 
has formidable pulling power. At the 
Moigashel rally, around 300 people 



turned up to stand in the rain and 
hear his invective against the peace 
process, and his description of its 
backers as agents of the deviL 
On the makeshift platform, Mr 
Paisley was surrounded by the lead- 
ing figures of the “no” campaign. In 
the wet ni gh t, under flickering street 
lights, the speeches were a mixture 


of aggression and fatalism. Tony 
Biair, Bertie Ahern, and George 
Mitchell, who chaired the multi-par- 
ty talks, had conspired to deliver flee 
Ulster into a papist united Ireland, 
declared Mr Paisley. David Trimble 
and other pro-agreement Unionists 
were traitors who had been sub- 
orned by the British government 


Thumping his fist into his palm, 
almost straining out of his tigh tty- 
buttoned white raincoat and tight- 
ly-knotted Union Jack tie. Dr 
Paisley raged: “They are liars. They 
have graduated from the devil's 
scfaooL 

“They have destroyed the act of 
the Union and given the title deeds 


of Ulster to Dublin on a plate. These 
people have sold out Ulster. As for 
me, I would rather starve than take 
filthy British money.” 

The audience who blocked the 
town's main road included associ- 
ates of the Loyalist Vbiunteer Force 
who went on a kUHng' spree of 
Catholics after the assassination of 


their leader, Billy Wight, in the 
Maze prison. 

Mr Paisley has publicly dissoci- 
ated himself from them. But also 
present were many ordinary work- 
ing-class and middle-class Protes- 
tants who seemed bewildered that 
their loyalty to the Union appears 
to have been flung in their faces. 


The Rev Ian ftusleys-Thcy 
have destroyed the act o f , 
the Union and given the title 
deeds of Ulster tb Dublin on 
a plate* 

photograph; Brian Hams 


They fear they have been sacrificed 

forthe sake of political expediency. 

There were the standard attacks 
on Sinn Fein, the IRA and repub- 
Ucanism, but the real vetiom was tfi- 

rected at Uniotustswho are badta^ 

the peace accord. 

Posters decried die alleged be- 
trayal: “What’s the difference be- 
tween David Trim We and Wolfe 
Tone? - 200 years,*' said one. 
Leaflets were handed out by cour- 
teous shaven-beaded jptmg men de- 
scribing David Ervine of . the. 
Progressive Unionist Party as -the 
IRAs secret weapon”. 

The peace process is expected to 
face its most serious threat in the 
comic® loyalist maichmg season. Tb 
those present, il was tlwi: birthright 
to take part in these marches with- 
out interference from the Govern- 
ment or republicans. Mr Bazsfey- 
tnade his contribution: “Some of us 
here will be bade up Dnnncree and 
down again ... it’s no, it's no and it's 
no surrender.” ' 

Afterwards fo the focal Ortbge 
Hall, a quieter and more subdued 
Dr Paisley, as if, spent by his rage, 
answered questions from a group of 
journalists. He had nothing against 
Catholics, he stressed, but added 
there is a theological theory that the 
Pope “was the anti-Christ". 


. i 



NEC Direction 

• Intel Pentium*!! 

Processor 300MHz 

• Intel 440LX AGP Chipset 

• 48MB SDRAM 

• 512KB Internal Cache 

• 4.3GB E1DE Ultra ATA 
Hard Drive 

• ATI Xpert XL AGP 3D 
Graphics Card with 4MB 
EDO video memory 

• rf NEC C700 Monitor 
( 0.28 dot pitch; 
ifLo* viewable) 

• 14-32X CD-ROM Drive 



SP-300L ^ 

• Ensoniq PCI I PSLrf 

Sound Card ______ 

• Microsoft Office 97 
Small Business Edition * 
(MS Word 97, Excel 97, 

MS Publisher 97 and 
MS Outlook) 

• Microsoft Windows gs 

• Desktop Chassis 
(Mini Tower Option) 

• 12 MONTHS NEXT BUSINESS 
DAY ON-SITE WARRANTY 


£999 (£1207.90 

NEC Direction SM-233T 


Intel Pentium* Processor 
with MMX™ Technology 
233MHz 

Intel 430TX Chipset 
32MB SDRAM 
512KB Pipeline Burst Cache 
2.1 EIDE Ultra ATA Hard Drive 
Matrox JVtysique* 220 PCI 
Graphics Card with 
4MB SGRAM video memory 
14-32X CD-ROM Drive 
Integrated Yamaha 3D 
Wavetable Sound Card 
(Sound Blaster”* compatible) 



LABTEC 1025 
Speakers and 
Microphone penfiuiri“ 
Mini Tower Chassis 
(Desktop Option) 

15' NEC C550 Monitor 
(0.28 dot pitch; 

14.0' viewable) 

Microsoft Windows 95, 
McAfee VirusScan, 
MS-Works, Money, Golf, 
AutoRoute 

12 MONTHS NEXT BUSINESS 
DAY ON-SITE WARRANTY 


All NEC PCs are Year 2000 compl i ant 


Whatever your requirements, from an entry-level 
desktop to a powerful workstation, NEC Direct 
buitds-in great quality and support All NEC Direction PCs?- 

• COME WITH 12 MONTHS NEXT BUSINESS 
DAY ON-SITE WARRANTY 

• are fully upgradable and built to order 

• come with a lifetime of telephone technical support 


£699 

(£ 855 . 40-0 


NEC PCs 

are now available 
from 

£599 

Excluding 
DEilveRY & vat 



Ring NEC Direct TODAY 01706 362 8l2 
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Blair spearheads . 
drive for ‘Yes’ 
vote in Ulster 


By David McKittrick 

Ireland Corespondent 


A NUMBER of initiatives are 
being planned to boost t he Yes 
campaign for the 22 May refer- 
endums, amid concerns that 
opinion in the Protestant com- 
munity has yet to swing deci- 
sively in favour of the Good 
Friday agreement. 

Tony Blair will pay a second 
visit to Belfast later this week, 
while Chancellor Gordon Brown 
k p lanning a mullkniSionpOund 
package aimed at creating em- 
ployment in Northern Ireland. 

Meanwhile, in an indepen- 
dent initiative two Belfast Protes- 
tant ministers will today 
announce the names of 150 min- 
isters and 100 lay leaders who are 
recommending a Yes vote. All 
have subscribed to a declaration 
which states: “Whilst there are 
parts of the agreement which are 
undear or even unsal&actoiy, we 
believe that the agreement offers 
an opportunity for a new begin- 
ning for our country.” 

It has become obvious that 
both northern and southern 
nationalists are virtually unan- 
imous in their support for the 


accord. But with less than two 
weeks to go to the vital refer- 
endums on the agreement, the 
signs are that Protestant and 
Unionist opinion is evenly bal- 
anced, with a great many still 
unsure of how to vote. 

A phone-in programme m 
which Tony Blair answered 
questions on Belfast's Down- 
town Radio yesterday con- 
firmed the sense of a high level 
of Unionist anxiety. The pattern 
of questions, apparently mainly 
from Protestant callers, reflect- 
ed concerns about the sincerity 
of the republican movement’s 
commitment to democracy, the 
early release of prisoners and 
the future of the RUC. 

The Prime Minister said 
there was no plan to disband the 
RUG assuring callers that pris- 
oners would only be released 
from jails, on licence, if both the 
individuals and their organisa- 
tion had given up violence. 

He insisted there would be 
□o fudging on the arms de- 
commissioning issue, saying of 
the possibility of Sinn Fein tak- 
ing office: “We can't have a sit- 
uation where people who have 
not given up the path of violence 


are taking office in the North-, 
em Ireland government .* 1 

He also promised “an ab- 
solute and determined mil on 
behalf of the .Government to_ 
clean up whatever d&ident or' 
disparate splinter elements' 
there may be of these paramil-. 
itary organisations. - 

The triumphant welcome giv- 
en to IRA prisoners, including 
members of the Bataombe Street 
gang, at Sinn Ferns weekend con- 
ference was seen as a setback to 
the Unionist Yes campaign 

Ulster Unionist leader David 
Trimble said: “The decision of 
the Secretary of State to release 
IRA terrorists so they could at- 
tend a meeting of Sinn Rin/IRA 
is going to have a negative im- 
pact It ties in with a lot of sim- 
ilar actions in which, she has 
shown considerable indulgence 
to republicans but considerable 
insensitivity towards Unionists." 

Meanwhile; up to 400 prison 
officers staged demonstrations 
outride jails in Northern Ireland 
in protest against suggestions by - 
the operational director of 
prison services, Martin Mogg, 
that some may be opposed to 
the agreement. 
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MPs seek resignation 
of NHS trust chief 


«*f 


By Jeremy Laurance 

Health Editor 


A GROUP of MR yesterday 
demanded the removal of the 
chairman of a major London 
teaching hospital to set an ex- 
ample to the rest of the National 
Health Service that poor man- 
agement will not be tolerated. 

They said heads must be 
made to roll when managers fail 
to come up to scratch and called 
on Frank Dobson, Secretary of 
State for Health, to accelerate 
the introduction of performance 
measures for NHS boards. 

In a rare display of public 
anger directed at one individual 
that echoes Mr Dobson's own 
determination to hokl public fig- 
ures to account, the Commons 
Select Committee on Public 
Administration said Sir Ronald 
Mason, chairman of the Uni- 
versity College London Hospi- 
tals Trust, should have resigned 
after the trust was severely crit- 
icised by the NHS ombudsman 
last year. 

At one stage the ombuds- 
man was conducting five 


investigations into complaints 
against the trust without any 
noticeable impact on its man- 
agement, the MPs say. 

The principal case involved 
the daughter of a man who died 
who was not told of her father’s 
deteriorating condition and 
subsequent death and was not 
allowed to see his body for sev- 
eral hours after he died. After 
an investigation, the ombuds- 
man found that the trust had 
shown a “disgraceful lack of sen- 
sitivity to a bereaved relative'*, 
foiled to provide proper care, 
and failed to respond property 
to complaints from her. 

Sir Ronald, who chaired a 
committee dealing with com- 
plaints to foe trust, told the MPs 
that there was nothing in the 
ombudsman's criticisms that 
made him doubt his own per- 
formance. Yesterday, the com- 
mittee said his confidence was 
"completely unfounded” and in- 
vited Mr Dobson to remove 
him. “It is essential that NHS 
bodies are made properly ac- 
countable when they fail; if 
prompt action had been taken 


in this case, we believe it would 
have sent a message to the 
NHS in general which would 
have had a galvanising effect 
across the institution." 

Charles Marshall, the chief 
executive of UCH at the time 
the events occurred in 1994-95 ^ 
who was also criticised, left the ** 
trust last March. - 

Railings in NHS trusts 
and health au tho rities are high - 
lighted in the committee's lat- 
est report into, the work of the 
NHS O mbudsman for 1996-97. 

It says it is particularly con- 
cerned about managers who 
have failed to respond to ear- 
lier criticism and. Urges minis- 
ters 10 deal derisively with those 
responsible. 

Last night Sir Ronald Mason - 
said he saw notbmgin the com- 
mittee’s report to: cause him to 
resign. Ref eningto the case of 
the bereaved daughter, he said: 
"Whilst I deeply regret- the fail- 
fogs _ we have made. significant 
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are very unlikely to recur, as is 
evidenced by outperform ance 
over the past three years. 7 * . 
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Tea, cakes 

and mobile 

phones: the 
secret of a 

boom town 
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Wat aon-Smyth 

FOR years Banbury was known 
simply as a “tea and wee” stop 
along the A4I for travellers 
heading towards the theatrical 
delights of the Royal Shake- 
speare Company in Stratford or 
the dreaming spires of Oxford. 

But despite its reputation as 
the town that everyone simply 
passes through, this market 
town of 40,000 inhabitants hre 
■v just been named as the most 
r prosperous town for business in 
the country, with the highest 
proportion of profit-m akin g 
businesses in the UK. 

At the other end of the 
scale, Sittingbourne, in north 
Kent, came last at 190th, much 
to the chagrin of the town's 
.local council. 

The research was based on 
a database of “key British 
enterprises” gathered by the 
business information consul- 
tancy, Dun & Bradstreet, which 
contains details of the 50,000 
largest companies in the UK, 
alongwith building societies and 
firms of solicitors and accoun- 
tants. 


Philip Mellor, a senior ana- 
lyst at the company, said Ban- 
bury’s success was based on its 
communication Jinks and qual- 
ity of life. 

“A lot of companies have 
moved there over the last three 
or four years and that has bad 
a knock-on effect for many of 
the companies that were al read y 
there,” he said, “ft is close to 
both London and the Midlands 
and is situated right next to the 
M40 which means that it Is well 
placed for distribution. 

"Another reason is that its 
market is basically domestic so 
it has not been affected in the 
same way as businesses which 
rely heavily on exports.” 

Chris White, president of 
Banbury’s Chamber of Cbm- 
raerce, said that unemployment 
was only two per cent and the 
success of companies relocating 
to the town, had greatly in- 
creased the standard of living. 

He added that the demand 
for bousing had increased great- 
ly and there were plans for more 
than 4000 houses by 203 1. 

But while the inhabitants of 
Banbury were delighted by the 
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North Sea 
oil rigs ‘can 
be removed’ 


By Michael McCarthy 

Enwonnrent Correspondent 

THERE are no technical or 
safety reasons why all the oil 
platforms in the North Sea 
cannot be removed, a senior 
• Norwegian North Sea oil engi- 
neer . told a London confer- 
ence yesterday. 

The view of the British oil in- 
dustry and the British Govern- 
ment - that some very heavy 
platforms in deep water might 
need to be dumped on the 
seabed— is mistaken, according 
to Ronald Seim, a consultant to 
the Stavanger-based contractors 
Aker Offshore Partner AS. 

Mr Seim and his company 
were involved in removing and 
dismantling the largest oil in- 
stallation to be taken out of the 
North Sea, the Esso Odin gas 
platform, which was heavier 
than the Government thinks is 
practicable for removal 

Mr Seim was addressing a 
preliminary meeting in London 
of the Oslo-Paris Commission 
(OSPAR), the body which reg- 
ulates the protection of the 
marine environment in the 
north-east Atlantic. In the af- 
termath of the 1995 controver- 
sy over Brent Spar, OSPAR is 
framing a treaty to be signed in 
July which will prohibit the sea 
dumping of all North Sea ofl in- 
stallations at the end of their 
natural lives. 

As revealed in yesterday’s i 
Independent, Britain is seeking 
the option of damping in situ -j 


steel platforms in more than 75 
- metres of water whose under- 
water substructure weighs more 
r than 4,000 tonnes. There are 64 
[ such platforms in UK waters, 
i Michael Meacber, the envi- 

ronment minister, confirmed 
the Government’s position yes- 
terday: “I think everyone ac- 
cepts the heaviest structures; or 

those that are fractured, or are 

in the deepest water, cannot be 
safely brought back to land, but 
in all other cases they will be.” 

Although Britain’s stance is 
supported by Norway, the oth- 
er major North . Sea oQ opera- 
tor, it is opposed by the 15 other 
member states of OSB\R, who 
want a blanket ban on dumping. 

James May, Director-Gen- 
eral of the UK Offshore Oper- 
ators Association fUKOOA), 
the body that represents 
Britain ’s North Sea o2 compa- 
nies said yesterday: “Tie ques- 
tion is, what is the best 
environmental option? To take 
out something like Esso Odin 
you would use huge amounts of 
energy -enough energy to pow- 
er Aberdeen for a month - and 
there is a huge amount of po- 
tential environmental damage 
“Some platforms may have 
alternative uses. In the Gulf Of 
Mexico, the oi 1 companies want 
to take the platforms out but en- 
vironmentalists and fishermen 
want to keep them as artificial 
reefs, because they help the re- 
covery of the fisheries. We think 
they should be looked at on a 
case-by-case basis,” he said. 


DAILY POEM 


I f The Bottlebrush Flowers 
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By John Kinse/la 

A Council-approved replacement 
for box trees along the verges 
cf suburban mads, it embarrasses 
with its too sudden blush -stunning 
at first, then a burning reminder 
of something you’d rather forget 
And it unclothes so ungraciously - 
its semi-clad, mangy, slovenly, 
fitst-thmg-m-the-rnornmg appearance. 

■ And while I've heard it called 
:a bristling firelick, a spiral 
Southern Lights, I’ve also seen 
honey-eaters bob upside down 
and unpick its light in seconds. 

This week’s poems celebrate the work of John Kinsefla, who 
’was bom in Perth, WesLem Australia in 1963, and marie the 
simultaneous publication of his Poems 19S0-1994 (Bfoodaxe, 
£9.95) and his new volume. The Hunt (Bioodaxe, £7-95). This 
poem, reprinted in /bans, first appeared in EschatologjG (1991). 


Time out: People’s Pack in Banbury yesterday. The town* quaTrty of life has persuaded 


new firms to move in 


survey, the residents of Sitting- 
bourne, where unemployment 
was last month below the na- 
tional average of 4.9 per cent, 
were less than pleased. 


Peter Jolley, the economic 
development manager for 
Swale Council, which includes 
Sittingbourne, said the town has 
“never had it so good”. 


“There are a lot of very suc- 
cessful businesses here and the 
retail side is really buoyant,” he 
said. The area makes £86m a 
year from tourism, but where- 


as much of that came from on 
their way to Canterbury Cathe- 
dral. nowadays it is more like- 
ly to be relatives of the inmates 
in one of the three prisons on 
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Photograph: John Voos 

the nearby Isle of Sheppey 
stopping for refreshments. 

“One of the main problems 
is that we do not have the 
space to expand - to the north 
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A TALE OF 
TWO TOWNS 


Population 
Banbury 40,000 
Sitongbcnjme 37 J3Q0 

Unemployment 
Banbury 2 per cent 
Sfctinigboume 4.4 per cent 
(national avenge 4.9 per cent) 

Crime bear ending Man* 1998) 
Burglaries m Banbury down from , 
825 to .747. Burglaries in Sitting- 
boume down from (.248 to 860- 

History 

Banbury’s RkjeaCock Horse rtyme 
widely recognised by the 1790s. 
Sittingbourne mentioned In 
Chaucer's Canterbury Teles. 

Industry 

Banbury’s top three companies: 

Kraft. Jacob and Suchard (employs 
1 , 100). Vodafone Retail UK (700). 
Alex Lawrie Factors (640). 
Sittingboume - Sittingbourne 
Paper Company (500), New 
Thames Paper Company (400), 
Milton Pipes (200). 


of the town there are 28,000 
acres that have been designat- 
ed as a special site for migrat- 
ing birds and we cannot develop 
it” 


Interest rates go up. 
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Common sense 
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Interest rates go down. 
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cilso yt._ -25u Cashback and an Option I Valuation refund: For an immediate quote, call the 

Alliance & Leicester- Quick Quote on 0845 303 3000 quoting reference MPYI2. (Lines 
are open 9am- 9pm Monday to. Friday, 10am- 6pm weekends). 
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Today’s office has two faces: 

paper find PC. 
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And one name. Xerox. 


In today’s digital office, documents are always 
moving from screen to paper and back again. 
Getting more control over them can leave 
anyone frustrated. 

That’s why our wide range of digital products, 
document services and software solutions help 



you to access, produce, distribute and publish 
documents in whatever form you need - on screen 
or on paper. 

To learn more, go to www.xerox.com/new/ or 
caU us on 0800 787 787. You’ll see how much simpler 
work can be when you’ve got the right name. 
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The conductor Simone Young, taking a break during rehearsals for the Royal Opera, production of La Traviata which 
opens tonight at the Royal Albert Hall, in London. Young, an Australian, became only the third woman to conduct 
for the Royal Opera when she made her debut with the company in 1994 Photograph: Laurie Lewis 


Cerebral palsy 
man wins action 


A MAN whose intelligence has 
been locked inside his useless 
body since his birth 25 years 
ago won a High Court negli- 
gence action against a health 
authority today. 

Daniel Leech, of Badge- 
worth, Cheltenham, cannot 
speak, is wheelchair-hound and 
has no useful movements of his 
arms because of the cerebral 
palsy that developed after he 
was bom at Cheltenham ma- 
ternity hospital His only means 
of communication is by a fool- 
operated computer and speech . 
synthesiser. 

But Mr Leech's high intel- 
ligence remains in tact, his QC 
John Grace told Mr Justice 
Buckley in London: 


The judge, ruling on liabili- 
ty, found that a breach of duty 
by Gloucestershire Health Au- 
thority was to blame for Mr 
Leech's plight. Severe oxygen 
starvation, which arose 15-20 
minutes before Mr Leech's 
birth by Caesarean section, was 
caused by an “ill-advised” at- 
tempt at delivery by forceps 
after a labour that had run for 
too long. 

Afterwards, a smiling Mr 
Leech, accompanied by his par- 
ents, Ian, 56, and Janet 52, is- 
sued a statement saying that the 
three -and- a -half years of liti- 
gation had been a great strain. 

“Hopefully. I can now live 
the rest of my life in as normal 
a -way as possible,” he said. 


Chris Evans wins vote 
for ministry of youth 


CHRIS EVANS, the enfant ter* 
rible of British broadcasting, 
would make the best govern- 
ment minister for youth, ac- 
cording to a survey of young 
people. 

The man fired .as Radio 1's 
top DJ because he wanted Fri- 
days off, narrowly pipped 
j Richard Branson for the post in 
a poll conducted for the Indus- 
trial Society. The radio presen- 
; ter Tim Vincent was the third 
most popular choice, followed by 
• Prince William, Johnny Vaugh- 
i an, presenter of The BigBreak- 
j fast, the Rac&i 1 DJ Zbe Ball, and 
{ the comedienne Dawn French 
j A significant pr opo r tion of ne- 
i spondents voted for their fathers, 
i The vote that swung it for 


Evans was small - just 600 
young people, aged between 12 
and 25 were polled. The sam- 
ple was not weighted according 
to age, class, region or sex. 

The exercise followed a much 
more rigorous testing of opinion 
last year when the society pub- 
lished results of its 2020 Vision 
poll of 10,000 young Britons - 
the most comprehensive survey 
' of its kind ever conducted. 

A spokesperson for the so- 
ciety said: “We are not stand- 
ing up and saying this is a 
natiotally representative poll ... 
This should provoke debate. But 
the message behind the poll is 
important, namely that young 
people want representation.” 

Leading article, page 16 
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Nurses worked illegally 
at high-security hospital 


By Glenda. Cooper 

5ocaJ Afigjrs Corespondent 

NURSES at a high-security 
hospital where some of Britain’s 
most dangerous patients are 
housed have been working ille- 
gally, it was revealed yesterday. 

As many as 16 nurses at the 
troubled Ashworth Special 
Hospital - at present the sub- 
ject of a public inquiry - had 
foiled to re-register with their 
regulating body, the UK Cen- 
tral Council for Nursing, 
Midwifery and Health Visiting 
Some patients at Ashworth - in 
Maghuii, Merseyside - were 
also being detained illegally. 

A spokesman for the coun- 
cil said the case was “potentially 
very dangerous ” and a spokes- 
man for the hospital said it was 
“serious” but that the situation 
had been remedied and all 
nurses were now registered. 

Yesterday, a spokesman for 
the hospital said that patient 
care was not jeopardised by the 


lapse, and that it involved a 
handful of nurses out of the 
900 employed. However, one 
ward manager has since been 
demoted as a result of the 
discovery. 

The spokesman said sys- 
tems for detecting such failings 
were now in place and the pub- 
lic should be reassured that the 
problem bad been addressed 
several months ago. “Patients 
are at minim um risk to them- 
selves and no risk to the staff or 
the wider public." 

A spokesman for the UK 
Central Council said: “Any nurs- 
es practising without effective 
registration are by definition 
not subject ’to the council’s 
standards. 

“There is an onus on the in- 
dividual to make sure they are 
up to date with their registra- 
tion but there is also an onus 
on the employers as well to 
ensure there is a system in 
place to ensure that staff are 
up to date." 


Ashworth - whose most no- 
torious patient is Ian Brady, the 
Moots Murderer -has been un- 
der scrutiny since January 1997 
when the then Secretary of 
State for Health. Stephen Dar- 
rell, ordered an independent in- 
quiry into the hospital over 
allegations involving por- 
nography, drugs and paedo- 
philia- particularly why a girl 
of eight was allegedly allowed 
to play with a sex offender. 

The inquiry was told yester- 
day that Ashworth did not have 
a policy governing chfld visitors. 
Richard Backhouse, head of so- 
cial work practices since Feb- 
ruary 1994, said the formulation 
of such a policy was “not high 
on people’s agenda”. 

Mr Backhouse said he did 
not know why the recommen- 
dations of a Home Office and 
Department of Health leaflet 
published in J 991 giving guide- 
lines for working with children 
bad not been adopted at Ash- 
worth. Nor did he know exact- 


ly what procedures were fol- 
lowed when Peter Hemming, a 
convicted paedophile, was al- 
lowed a home visit to the father 
of Child A, the young girl at the 
centre of the paedophile alle- 
gations within the hospital's 
personality disorder unit 

Referring to the vetting of 
visitors, Mr Backhouse said: 
“With hindsight I think we 
would have looked at it differ- 
ently. At the time we were try- 
ing to put some structure into 
chaos. 

“People were coming in who 
shouldn't have and people were 
Vising turned away who were 
perfectly safe.” 

Mr Backhouse told the in- 
quiry' he was kept in the dark 
about the concerns of nurses on 
the personality disorder unit, 
and was unaware that one of his 
principal social workers had 
been commissioned to work 
on an investigation into the 
admittance of Child A on to the 
unit’s Lawrence Ward. 


Lecturers driven abroad by 
short research contracts 


By Ben Russell 

Education Correspondent 

SOME of Britain's brightest re- 
search brains may be forced 
abroad or out of universities al- 
together because they cannot 
get a permanent job, lecturers 
said yesterday. 

Union leaders condemned 
vice-chancellors for putting 
four out of ten academics, in- 
cluding more than 450 univer- 
sity professors, on to temporary 
contracts. 

They warned academics 
were being forced to “dumb 
down”, sacrificing valuable 
long-term pure research for 
easy studies which could fit 
into a three-, six- or twelve- 
month contract 


A joint union survey found 
nearly 54,000 out of universities' 
126,000 teaching and research 
staff were only offered short- 
term jobs. Leaders of the eight 
unions representing university 
staff said job insecurity was 
creating stress and damaging vi- 
tal research and teaching work. 

In some cases research staff 
bad been through as many as 
three contracts a year. Ibe vast 
majority of staff on short-term 
contracts are researchers, where 
temporary appointments ac- 
count for 95 per cent of staff. 
But the latest available figures 
show nearly one in five main- 
stream lecturers were temporary 
and six per cent of professors. 

Universities argue temporary 
appointments give them flexi- 


bility to deal with uncertain 
funding arrangements. 

But David Triesman, gener- 
al secretary of the Association 
of University Teachers, said: “If 
you talk to researchers today it's 
quite different to five or ten 
years ago. Then they would 
have been bursting to talk to you 
about the breakthroughs they 
were making. Now they tell 
you bow many weeks they have 
left on their contracts. 

“It’s harder and harder to 
keep really good research teams 
in UK research universities. 
There’s a much clearer under- 
standing in the States that re- 
search takes a long time.” He 
blamed short-term research 
funding and vice-chancellors’ 
fear of budget cuts. 


Amanda Hart, of the Na- 
tional Association of Teachers 
in Further and Higher Educa- 
tion, which represents staff in 
the new universities, said: “A lot 
of people are on one-year con- 
tracts and every year they have 
the uncertainty about whether 
their job is going to be re- 
newed. They find they can't get 
mortgages and they can't gel 
loans. Contracts also affect 
theirwork because people can't 
commit themselves to long- 
term plans like developing 
courses.” 

The Dearing report into 
higher education, published 
last year, also warned that in- 
creasing use of short-term con- 
tracts could hit the quality of 
courses and research. 
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Nuclear 
issue is 
back on 
the world 
agenda 


The world’s nuclear powers 



I Dedamtf nuclear 
power 
I Undeclared 
nuclear power 

Bl PossMb nucfeg 
power 

| Renounced 
nuclear power 

pi to nudar weapons 
development 



By Rupert Cornwell 

THE announcement yesterday 
by India's Prime Minister, Alai 
Behari Vajpayee, that it con- 
ducted three nuclear tests is an 
abrupt and brutal reminder 
that, despite the end of the Cold 
V&r and the approval two years 
ago of the Comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty, nuclear weapons 
are very much alive, coveted 


and dangerous. The immediate 
probable consequence of the 
decision will be to catapult the 
nuclear-testing issue right to the 
top of the agenda for this week- 
end's G8 summit in Birming- 
ham. 

Almost certainly too, it 
pushes back the day when the 
CTBT endorsed by the Unit- 
ed Nations General Assembly 
in September 1996, becomes 


fully operational. In the longer 
term, however, it could put 
pressure on the five acknowl- 
edged nuclear powers of 
Britain, France, Russia, the 
US and China, to rid them- 
selves of the weapons entirely. 

Although it has been signed 
by 149 countries, and ratified by 
13 including Britain and France 
last month, the treaty will not 
“enter into force'’ — to use the 


official jargon — until it has 
been ratified by all 44 countries 
which possess nuclear weapons 
or nuclear reactors which could 
be used to build such weapons. 

But North Korea, Pakistan 
and India — which has de- 
scribed the CTBT as “a cha- 
rade" because the five 
acknowledged powers were not 
giving up their weapons — 
have refused to sign it. Thus two 


of the three “threshold nu- 
clear” powers, assumed to have 
nuclear weapons or be capable 
of a ssembling one at short no- 
tice, have refused to sign, while 

the third, Israel, (which has 
signed) is believed to possess 
between 100 and 200 warheads. 

As for North Korea's pro- 
gramme, its stage of develop- 
ment is undear, but urgent 
US-led efforts are underway to 


contain it. bargaining econom- 
ic aid for public scrutiny of 
North Korean installations. 

No such leverage is available 

with India, whose ruling BJF 
Hindu nationalist party fought 

the March election on a specific 

platform of keeping the midear 
option open. 

Reactions hy prominent In- 
dians yesterday only under- 
lined how the tests had 
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Two German giris with mushroom 

nudear testing in the Pacific Pbotngraph-AE. 

case could be Imposed at a 
CTBT review conference in 
1999; Espertsdaubt they would 
have much effect. 

The real worry is that Pak- 
istan might retaliate by carry- 
ing out a test of its own — or, 
worst of all, that China , which 
has signed up, would resume 
testing. Sue* a step would prob- 
ably wreck the treaty, and torn 
the much-feared nudear esca- 
lation in Asia into fact. 

India’s move is a direct re- 
sponse to Pakistan’s recent 
testing of a surfare-to-surfece ' 
miwale able to cany a nudear 
warhead and hit targets. L00G 
miles away. ' - 

Not that the CTBT is en- 
tirely toothless. Whatever hap- 
pens, it wi0 establish a world- 
wide system ofmonitoringsta- 
tions emp loying hytfro-acoustic. 
seismological -and radiation- " 
sensing equipment able to pick 
up a nudear explosion of one 
kfloton or more anywhere m the 
world. . 

But India’s provocative tim- 
ing may have been quite delib- 
erate. Its main motive for 
retaining the nudear option is 
the belief it will ensure securi- 
ty against two traditionally hos- 
tile neighbours to the 
north-west and north-east. 

But, as Dan Plesch of the 
disarmament group Basic con- 
tends, “ the condemnation of 
the established nudear powers 
only exposes the basic hypocrisy 

of the Big Five — of us saying 
to other countries ‘Do as we say, 
not as we do.’ . . 

Five weeks ago Robin Cook 
, the Foreign Secretary, balled 
Britain’s ratification of CTBT 
as proof of its “commitment to. 
the goal of a nuclear-weapon 
free world.” 

In reality, however, Britain’s 
nudear deterrent was excluded 
from consideration at last year's 
strategic defence review initi- 
ated by the incoming Labour 
government Hence India's ar- 
gument that until existing nu- 
dear weapons powers renounce 
them, they have no moral right 
to insist other countries do not 
seek to acquire them. 
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COMPAQ. 


reinforced a sense of national 
pride and achievement: 

. “It’s wonderful ... I’m 

speechless,” said the former de- 
fence minis ter Raja Ra mann a, 
while an ex-ambassador to Pak- 
ic tan, Jyotindra Nath Dixit 
hailed them as “a decisive test 
to ensure strategic security." 

Neither remark suggests 
that India will meekly follow the 
example of France, which 
signed the CTBT after Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac in 1995 and 
. 1996 carried out a bitterly con- 
tested but “final” series of tests 
at Mururoa atoll in the South 
pacific. Nor does India's long- 
standing vow not to commit it- 
self to ending nuclear tests 
while Pakistan retains the tech- 
nology to build a nuclear 
weapon leave much room for 
manoeuvre. 

Above ail though, the tim- 
ing of the announcement un- 
derlines the assertiveness of the 
nationalist-led government. It 
has acted in the frill awareness . 
that the tests wiQ undermine the 
rampafgn of the world’s second 
most populous country for a 
permanent seat on the UN Se- 
curity Council. 

It has chosen a moment just 
a few months ahead of an im- 
portant visit to Delhi by Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton, designed to 
inject warmth into long cool re- 
lations between Washington 
and the regional superpower of 
South Asia. 

. Given the current US pre- 
occupation with nuclear pro- 
liferation, the White House 
reaction of “deep disappoint- 
ment” was utterly predictable. 

Indeed, Mr Clinton may 
now prefer to put the trip off 
entirety. 

Delhi's intransigence leaves 
the international community 
with few options. Economic 
sanctions are one possibility, 
and theoretically could be trig- 
gered by recent congressional 
legislation, which gives Mr Clin- 
ton 30 days to impose them 
against a country which con- 
ducts a nudear test. The White 
House last night was not tipping 
its hand, but sanctions in any 


Worn wires found 
in Boeing fuel lines 


ABOUT half the older Boeing 
737 aircraft inspected for wiring 
damage under an emergency 
order by the United States 
Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion have noticeable wear and 
tear, FAA administrator Jane 
Garvey said yesterday. 

“As of this morning we’ve got 
about 47 inspections in ... 
about 50 per cent are showing 
some signs of abrasions,” Ms 
Garvey said in an interview on 
NBC's Today Show. 

Last Sunday, the FAA or- 
dered 737s with more than 
50,000 flight hours to stay on the 
ground until electrical wires in 
the fuel tanks were inspected 
and repairs made to prevent the 


possibility of fire or an explo- 
sion. The FAA ordered the 
immediate inspections after 
finding new cases of damage to 
the wires that cany high volt- 
age power to fuel pumps. 

Attention has been on fuel- 
tank ignition sources since the 
1996 crash of a TWA 747 near 
New York which killed all 230 
people oh board when fuel-tank 
vapours apparently exploded. 
While the exact cause of the 
crash is still being investigated, 
it has triggered research and reg- 
ulation affecting an ever-widen- 
ing range of aircraft models and 
m a n uf a cturers. Ms Garvey as- 
sured passengers flying yesterday 
that all 737s in the air were safe. 
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‘Sinner* Estrada 
wins over hearts 
of Filipino poor 


By Stephen Vines 

in Manila 


j v WHEN President Bill Clinton 
arrived in the Philippines two 
years ago his security men spot- 
ted a large man sporting an 
Hlivis Presley hair style lurch- 
ing towards the presidential 
aircraft. Quick off the mark, 
they blocked his path. The 
large man was outraged. “I'm 
the Vice-President,” he protest- 
ed. Yesterday, that man de- 
clared himself the winner of the 
presidential poll, even though 
, voting was still under way. 

Joseph “Erap” Estrada may 
not look like a president or vice- 
president to United States se- 
curity aides but he looks every 
bit the saviour to the poor in the 
Philippines, who make up the 
overwhelming majority of the 
population. 

' They are not bothered that 
he claims election victory before 
the votes are counted, or gets 
muddled by long sentences and 
would never have got into the 
mess facing President Clinton 
over sexual encounters with 
women. 

Their man does not hide 
things such as womanising. 
“The people like the fact that 
he's the only candidate who's 
not a hypocrite said Ronaldo 
Zamora, one of Erap's key 
campaign managers. 

Erap - a ni cknam e derived 
from the Filipino word for bud- 
dy - regards his love of women 
as an asset. Indeed one of his 
best-known mistresses was out 
on the campaign trail with him. 

His aides say he is now off 
alcohol. If true, sales of John- 
nie Walker Blue Label must 
have slumped in (the Philip- 
pines. There must also be dis- 
tress in the casino industry 
which is reported to have lost 
a high-rolling client 

Will his lifestyle stop Erap 
winning the election? The 


Catholic Bishops Conference, 
a highly influential body, made 
a last-ditch attempt to thwart his 
chances. 

“Vote for persons who 
morally, intellectually and phys- 
ically show themselves capable 
of inspiring the whole nation to- 
wards a hopeful future,” said 
the bishops in a pastoral letter 
issued on Sunday. They did not 
need to say so but their appeal 
was a clear cry for the people 
to vote for anyone but Erap. 
But it looks as though it wil] fall 
on deaf ears. 

Mr Estrada has struck a 
cord with the mass of the peo- 
ple who are struggling to make 
ends meet and have recently 
found that struggle even hard- 
er as the Philippines was hit by 
the tidal wave of the Asian fi- 
nancial crisis. Why will you 
vote for Erap? 1 have asked all 
sorts of people during this cam- 
paign. “Erap para sa mahirap, 7 ' 
they invariably replied, echoing 
the campaign slogan of “Erap 
for the poor”. 

Yesterday, in the Tondo dis- 
trict of Manila, which used to 
be notorious for the vast rub- 
bish dump known as Smoky 
Mountain where most of the 
people lived, voters crowding 
into polling stations were even 
shunning their local hero Al- 
fredo 1 im who is also standing 
for president “Erap is for us,” 
said one old woman as an en- 
thusiastic crowd gathered and 
nodded in agreement 

They see Mr Estrada as the 
only candidate who speaks their 
language and really cares about 
them. His critics and the intel- 
lectuals who are appalled by the 

thought of an Estrada presi- 
dency say that what they real- 
ly see is the movie matinee idol 
who became a politician three 
decades ago but left an indeli- 
ble impression an the national 
psyche by portraying the hero 
ofthe poor on the silver screen. 


The plot of these highly 
popular films was simple - 
Erap, the bulky, heavily mous- 
tached man from the streets 
would be pitted against a rich 
and more powerful opponent, 
yet, in his simple way, managed 
to defeat the big guy. 

Theresa Ererrito, one of 
his many daughters, insists that 
Mr Estrada’s supporters no 
longer view him as a movie star. 
“They a dmir e what he has 
done for the people,” she in- 
sisted, “what he has achieved in 

government” 

It is true that Erap became 
a successful mayor of San Juan, 
a suburb of Manila, bur it is hard 
to point to any success he had 
either as a senator or as vice- 
president In the senate he was 
best known for sleeping during 
its interminable meetings. As 
vice-president be headed a 
crime-busting unit which drew 
a very thin line between fight- 
ing crime and behaving in an un- 
lawful way towards suspects. 

Once President Tide! Ramos 
pushed his deputy out of this unit 
he gave him nothing else to do 
and treated him with contempt 
Erap's revenge is likely to 
emerge when the votes are 
counted and Jose de Venecia, 
the candidate backed by Presi- 
dent Ramos, is spumed. 

However, Philippine elec- 
tions are known neither for 
their sobriety nor their certain- 
ty. Mr Estrada is faring a mighty 
machine under Mr de Venecia’s 

co mman d. That machine migh t 

prove better at getting out the 
vote. 

If it does not stand by for a 
very different style of govern- 
ment President Ramos, the 
workaholic who rises at dawn, 
will be replaced by Mr Estra- 
da who is not at best in the 
hours of daylight and happily 
admits that he will leave all the 
bothersome details of govern- 
ment to a big team of advisers. 


PHILIPPINE POLLS - ANY EXCUSE FORA PARTY 


HOW do you find ope of the 04,374 polling 
stations in the Philippines? Follow the paper trail. 
Mounds of discarded leaflets Titter the streets in 
front of the stations, which are festooned with flags, 
and posters bearing candidates' names. 

ft looks more like a fiesta than an election day. 
“Elections are like feast days or Christmas," said 
Father Ferdinand Hernando, one ofthe many poll 
watchers trying to keep the poll clean. "Ids part 
of die Philippine culture to make a feast out ctf every- 
thing, even funerals,” he added with a smile. 

Most polling stations are m schools where every 


dassroom is transformed into a voting station for 
each sub-district Inside voters face the arduous 
task of writing down the names of 30 candidates 
for every post, from president to dty councillor. 
The voting booths are cardboard boxes balanced 
on the knees of ejectors. There are no primed lists 
of candidates on the forms. 

Counting is done laboriously by tellers calling 
out the names on the slips one by one to a team 
maridpg them off on big fists. The ‘quick* count in 
this election will take 10 days to complete while 
the long count will take, even more time. 



•Erap' Estrada, who speaks the language of the poor not the language of government Photograph: Bullit Marquez/ AP 


Hungary left 
considers pact 

HUNGARY'S hard-pressed So- 
cialists decided yesterday to step 
up their general election cam- 
paign to stay ahead of an emerg- 
ing right but did not exclude the 

possibility of a broad coalition. 

“In politics nothing can be 
ruled out,” Socialist Prime Min- 
ister Gyula Horn said after a 
meeting of the party’s presidi- 
um. “It is vety important to pre- 
serve stability and the country’s 
ability to operate." 

The Socialists gained 32.25 
percent of the vote in Sunday’s 
first round but Lheir coalition 
partner Free Democrats fell 
below S per cent while second 
place Fidesz shot up to 28.2 per 
cent. Tbe agrarian Smallhold- 
ers rose sharply to 13.8 per cent 
and the far-right Hungarian 
Justice and Life Party scored 5.5 
per cent, to enter parliament for 
the first time. Reuters, Budapest 

Italy murders 

A GAMBLER suspected of 
murdering women travelling 
alone on trains is being investi- 
gated for more than 20 other 
killings on the Italian Riviera 
from 1993. Prosecutors said they 
were looking into all unsolved 
murders in the area for links to 
tbe suspect, Donato BQancia. 

Bilanria, 47, was arrested last 
week in Genoa in connection 
with the two train killings. In- 
vestigators later said he was a 
suspect in the deaths of four 
prostitutes and two security 
guards. AP, Rome 

Somali clashes 

AT LEAST 14 people died and 
25 were wounded in fresh 
fighting on Sunday and Monday 
between rival Somali factions 
around the southern port of 
Kismayu, witnesses said 

Genera] Mohamed Saeed 
Hirsi Morgan's Majertein clan 
was reported to have made fur- 
ther advances to the north and 
yesterday captured Kansuma, on 
the road to Mogadishu, after 
heavy dashes with the Marehan 
clan. Local reports said that 
he casualties were mainly 
among militiamen from both 
sides. Reuters, Mogadishu 

Rwanda party 

RWANDANS sought release 
yesterday from the threat of 
death and economic hardship as 
they danced in homage to reg- 
gae legend Bob Marley whose 
message of peace and unity 
has found fertile ground in the 
central African nation. Some 
7,000 young people who gath- 
ered on the Nyamirambo soc- 
cer field to commemorate the 
17th anniversary of the Ja- 
maican’s death. AP, KigaS 


Kinkel makes aid immigration issue 


By Imre Karacs 

Bonn 


IN AN election race increasingly 
inspired by fear and loathing erf 
foreigners, Germany’s Foreign 
Minister, Klaus Kinkel. leapt to 
tbe head of the field yesterday 
with an imaginative plan to 
punish the Third World. 
African and Asian countries 
resisting the repatriation of 
their citizens should, he sug- 
gested, be deprived of aid. 

Mr Kinkel outlined the plan, 
to be written into the election 


manifesto of his Free Democ- 
rat ftuty, in an interview with 
the tabioid BM Zeitimg- “It can- 
not go on that some countries 
block the deportation of their 
own citizens from Germany,” 
the Fbreign Minister said. 

“When countries fail to co- 
operate in this area, they must 
be made aware of the possible 
consequences: reduction or 
withdrawal of foreign aid.” 

Eighteen countries in Africa 
are said to be guQty of hinder- 
ing the German dear-out, in- 
cluding Ghana, Nigeria. Togo, 


Gambia, Bangladesh and 
famine-ravaged Sudan. Ger- 
many has 270,000 asylum-seek- 
ers awaiting tbe knock on the 
door from immigration officials. 

An estimated 70,000 come 
from Mr Kmkel’s hit-list, con- 
stituting less than 0.1 per cent 
of Germany’s population, while 
a further 9,000 are believed to 
have arrived from Africa and 
Asia. The latter group cannot be 
repatriated because they bad 
taken the precaution of burning 
their passports, and will not 
tell Germans where “home” is. 


Although black and Asian 
people are anything but viable, 
confined as they are to detention 
centres and refugee homes, they 
have a high profile in German 
media repents dealing with 
come; and jibes at their expense 
playweD at election raBes. Apart 
from the Greens, no party is will- 
ing to speak up on their behalf. 

After elections last month in 
the Land of Saxony-Anhalt, 
where the racist German People’s 
Union swept up 13 per cent of 
the vote. Chancellor Helmut 
KohTs coalition renewed its in- 


terest in the threats and incon- 
veniences posed by foreigners. 

Until yesterday, Mr Kohl's 
Bavarian allies, the Christian 
Social Union, led the way with 
calls for the repatriation of en- 
tire families where one juvenile 
is caught shoplifting. Mr Kinkel 
1 has now trumped that with his 
plan, to the irritation of his 
Bavarian colleagues. The Min- 
ister for Development Aid, 
Carl-Dieter Spranger, who is a 
member of the CSU, was quick 
to protest yesterday at not hav- 
ing been consulted. 


Where world debt takes away the lives of children 


THERE was not a single doud 
in the expansive blue African 
Sky. Through the trees, the wa- 
ters ofthe grey-green Zambezi 
River could be seen only 50 
yards off. The great sflence 
was punctuated only by the song 
of birds and the occasional bel- 
low of a hippopotamus. 

As we walked into the clin- 
ic the staff were, with proud 
anxiety, raising a World Bank 
flag. Perhaps white faces cotrid 
only mean to them that the 
fund ers had arrived. 

It was a splendid new hos- 
pital, with walls of baked mud 
and a shiny new roof. The only 
thing was that it had no beds. 
And cuts in the Zambian health 
budget meant that the number 
of doctors had been halved and 
the drugs cupboard was bare. 

A pretty girl with long dark 
braided hair, wearing a . dusty 
maroon and brown print dress, 
stood barefoot before the ad- 
missions table. She was aged 
aKrait four. Her mother, a tall 


Paul Vallely looks at the people who 
have most to gain from the G8 summit 


stalely figure whose poverty 
seemed only to enhance her 
dignity, spoke anxiously to the 
paramedic. 

Suddenly the child retched 
violently arid spewed a stream 
ofvomit all over her mother and 
the medic. She was, a doctor dr- 


ier stages of malaria. “This is 
a very sick little gni,” he said. 
It may have been too late to 

save her in any case. We would 

never know. The dime had no 
anti-malaria drugs* She was 
given paracetamol and taken 
away to die. 

. It was a routine event* Lat- 
er I met a doctor at another 
dime who said that the month- 

ty box (rf drugs which dinks re- 
ceive from the Ministry of 
Health usually lasts only a fort- 


• Thehealthbodgetisjustcme 
area in which extensive “ad- 
justments” to the budget have 
been made under an IMF- 
backed programme to help 
Zambia find enough money, to 
pay the interest on its debts to 
the rich world - a world whose 
leaders meet at die G8 summit 
in Birmingham to discuss Third 
'Wbrkl Debt ths weekend. Such 
programmes are in operation all 
over the Africa. Tbday, Zambia 
spends three times as much pay- 
ing interest on its debts as It 
spends on healthcare. 

That is not afl. At the behest 
of the Western creditor gov- 
ernments, tire Zambian health 
sendee has been reorganised 
along the purchaser/provider 
system which has caused such 
controv e rsy m the British NHS* 

So there is a familiar air to 



AFRICA 


the complaints. “There are too 
many managers and not 
enough doctors^ one medic 
told me, from the 80-bed 
Cbikuni mission hospital, which 
under the restructuring has 
been (old to downgrade itself 
to a health centre and send its 
doctors nearly 200 miles to the 

nearest official hospital. 

Fees have been introduced. 
Fees for hospital registration, 
fees for each blood test, and 
more fees for the medicine. 

As a result, one survey- fi- 
nanced by the Catholic aid 
agency Cafod -has shown that 


in Lusaka the number of out- 
patients has dropped by two- 
thirds since fees were 
introduced. 

Infant mortality, once di- 
minishing, is on the increase. 
Tbday one child in five dies 
before its fifth birthday. 

According to the IMF there 
are supposed to be waivers for 
the poor. In theory. In practice 
some hospitals refuse to ad- 
minister them; others make 
them so complicated that the 
poor are too bemused to apply. 

In any case there is not al- 
ways time. In a village near 
Lisutu recently an eight-month- 
old bhby developed malaria. It 
took her parents two days to 
raise the 3,000 kwacha in hos- 
pital fees. 

Eventually they collected it 
by going round relatives and 
friends and then walked for 
three hours to the hospital. The 
child died in her mother’s arms 
at the hospital gate; 3,000 
kwacha is 1.02 pence. 



Put your building and contents 
insurance together and save 15%. 


S? 
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•-contents insurance from n number below today. 

General Accident Direct, General Accident Building and contents 
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premium. That’s 15% straight Accident Direct. Together 
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Japanese film reopens 


Chinese war 


wounds ’ p 


By Teresa Poole 


CHINA has been infuriated by a 
Japanese film which Peking accus- 
es of “whitewashing aggression and 
singing the praises" of Hide Id Tojo, 
Japan's wartime prime minister, 
who was executed for war crimes 
in 1948. 

Pride - the Fateful Moment , pre- 
miered for the Japanese media on 
Friday, immediately prompted an 
outcry from the Chinese govern- 
ment, including a lengthy “com- 
mentary” on the main evening 
television news lambasting the 
Japanese producers. 

China was “shocked and indig- 
nant" at the film, said the China Dai- 
ly yesterday, accusing it of 
“distorting historical facts" and de- 
picting charges against Japanese 
troops of war crimes “as almost 
frame-ups based on hearsay evi- 
dence and over-statement". The 
film portrays the trial and last days 
of Tojo. who was prime minister 
from 1941 to 1944. At his trial, he 
accepted responsibility for starting 
the Pacific war. 



China's depiction of its own re- 
cent past offers a less than honest 
portrayal of events inducting the 
Great Leap Forward famine, the 
Cultural Revolution, and the 
Tiananmen Square massacre, but 
that has never stopped Peking from 
lecturing Tbkyo on die need for the 
Japanese to “have a correct view of 
history". 

Japan's failure to provide China 
with a fulsome apology for wartime 
atrocities between its 1937 invasion 
and 1945 represents a constant ir- 
ritant for Peking, and any attempt 
by right -wing Japanese to play down 
the country’s war crimes results in 


angr y protests from Peking Japan’s 
war crimes included the' Nanking 
Massacre and the infamous medical- 
experiment centre in Manchuria. 

The fhreign-ministiy spokesman. 
Zbu Bangzao, said the new film 
whitewashed the history of Japan- 
ese aggression against China. 

“Such an act is bound to be 
strongly condemned by people who 
face up to history and love peace, 
including the Japanese people,” 
Mr Zhu said. 

“The crimes committed by the 
Japanese troops are proved by a 
mass of iron-dad and irrefutable ev- 
idence, and a just verdict was 


reached by the international com- 

mimity long apx Tfideki Tojo was the 

chief criminal of that war of ag- 
gression,” he added. The Sin was 
based in part on the writing? of 
Tojo’s grand-daughter. 

Sino- Japanese relations remain 
dogged by history, despite massive 
Japanese investment over the past 
20 years. 

Chinese children are regularly 
marched through the museum at 
Marco Polo Bridge, in the south- 
western Peking suburbs, which cat- 

nnrttfTH> nfmOTflCS. 


The Marco Polo Bridge “incident 
on 7 July 1937, when Chinese arid 


full-scale Japanese invasion. 

Last July the Chinese propa- 
ganda machine put great effort 
into marking both the 60th an- 
niversary of the Japanese invasion 
of China and the 25th anniversary 
of the resumption of dip lo ma tic ties. 

The People's Daily , mouthpiece 
of the Communist Party, thun- 
dered: “Some frantic militarist trum- 
peters in present Japan are trying 
to justify the crimes and atrocities.” 



„ Tpio* trid in the film (above), and the hearing (left) 


photograph: Reuters 



In the special edition Renault Mfegane Liberre, you 
can head off into the sunset armed with the reassurance 
of ABS brakes (now standard on all Mfeganes). The 
comfort of air conditioning. And change from 
£10,500*. And given the Liberty’s slick handling, sure 
grip, power steering and advanced 75-bhp engine, 
■who’ll blame you? 

■Vbu’ll be well-protected, of course. With a driver’s 
airbag. Side Impact Protection Bars and front sear 
belt pretensioners, the Liberty’s safety package' is 
unmatched by any of its rivals. 


insurance 11 . And when you’ve done roaming, a 
computer padlock engine immobiliser and anti-drill 
door locks will be there to deter anyone intent on 
taking a Liberte. 

But despite all this, with Renault Rreeways you can 


ABS BRAKES 


AIR CO NDITIO NING 
BODY COLOURED BUMPERS 
STEREO WITH FINGER TIP CONTROL 
TINTED WINDOWS 


You’ll even enjoy one year’s free comprehensive | , 1 
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pay just £129 (14.7% APR*) per month 1 for the 
hatchback Liberrk And that’s not all If you just test 
drive a Libertfe — or any M&gane hatchback or Classic — 
before May 22nd, you could find yourself winning a 
fabulous holiday for four in the South of France. 

So if you’ve ever fended slotting your favourite tape 
into a superb fingertip control hi-fi and just seeing where 
the road takes you, feel free. 

Fbr more information on the / f\\ 

Liberte and the Megane rest drive ywW 

prize draw, plus your nearest 
Renault Dealer, call 0800 52 51 50. RENAULT 
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US drags 
Bibi back 
to the table 


By Mary Dejevsky 

in Washington 


TALKS between the US and Is- 
rael on removing obstacles to 
the next stage of the Middle 

East peace process will resume 
in Washington tomorrow, at a 
meeting between the Israeli 
prime minister, Benjamin 
Netanyahu, and the US Secre- 
tary of State, Madeleine Al- 
bright. The meeting was 
announced less than 24 hours 
after the failure of talks between 
I Mr Netanyahu and the US spe- 
cial envoy, Dennis Ross, and the 
cancellation of yesterday’s 
planned summit between Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton, Mt Ne- 
tanyahu and the Palestinian 
leader, Yasser Arafat. 

Hie announcement of new 
talks, which came in the face of 
the most serious rift between the 
US and Israel since the found- 
ing of the state of Israel 50 years 
ago, seemed designed to keep 
hope of agreement alive and 
quash speculation that the US 
role in the Middle* East peace 
process might be over. The Is- 
raeli prime minister, however, 
had planned to be in the US for 
a private visit, anyway, so the 
meeting may turn out to be lit- 
tle more than a formality. 

Officially, Washington still 
appears to believe that Mr Ne- 
tanyahu will come round to ac- 
cepting a modified form of the 
US condition for a summit: 
agreement to hand over the 
next 13 per cent of West Bank 
territory to Palestinian author- 
ity, as stipulated in the 1993 
Oslo accords. Such a summit 
could even be rescheduled for 
the end of the month. 

But no one in Washington 
was even trying to pretend that 
yesterday’s cancelled summit 
was other than a setback. It was, 
according to White House 
spokesman, Mike McCuny, “a 
measure of the degree of com- 
plexify of the issues and a mea- 
sure of the disagreement that 
still exists among the parties”. 

Among regional specialists 
in Washington, there was agree- 
ment that prospects for a new 
meeting do not look good. So 
far, despite repeated efforts 
over more than a year, Wash- 
ington has proved unable to ex- 
ert sufficient pressure or offer 
sufficient inducement to Israel 
to secure Israeli commitment to 
the terms already agreed in the 
Oslo accords. Even the con- 
siderable diplomatic brinkman- 
ship of the past weekend bad no 
effect The most powerful coun- 
try in the world appeared pow- 
erless to deal with its staunchest 
ally in one of the most volatile 
regions of the world. 

Mr Netanyahu, moreover, 
has suffered not a wit from its 
defiance; his domestic popu- 


larity h» only risen. There are 
also reports of personal tension, 
even anger, on Mr Netanyahu's 
part with the stance taken by the 
US and represented by Mr 
Ross, a development that could 
make an eventual rapproche- 
ment more difficult. 

In the past. Mr Clinton has 
coupled strong words with almost 
limitless patience, and this ap- 
peared to be his gamble yester- 
day. that Israel would eventually, 
perhaps with additional US se- 
curity guarantees for some of the 
more sensitive land to be ceded, 
accept the terms on offer. 

Some hazarded that the US 
could apply farther pressure by 
threatening to delay exports of 
sensitive ruihtaiy equipment 
or limit inteUlgence-sharing. 
But the bulk of the S3bn 
(£1.87bn) of US aid to Israel an- 
nually depends on Congress, 
not on the President,- and Con- 
gress is staunchly pro-Israel. 
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Benjamin Netanyahu: Due 
in the US for a private visit 


Others suggested that Mr 
Clinton could make public the 
small prim of US terms for 
agreement between the Israelis 
and the Palestinians, demon- 
strate the “reasonableness" of 
the proposals, and challenge Mr 
Netanyahu to come up with an 
alternative. This would be de- 
nounced in Congress, however, 
where 81 Senators last month 
signed an open letter to Mr 
Clinton appealing to him not to 
make the terms public. 

According to one view in 
Washington, however, Mr Clin- 
ton’s hand is not as weak as it 
may look, thanks to . a combi- 
nation of circumstances in the 
Middle East and at home, and 
there may be virtue to waiting. 
So long as there is no new flare- 
up of terrorist violence in Israel 
and the occupied territories. Mr 
Netanyahu’s brandishing of the 
security threat and forecasts of 
all-out war, will look less con- 
vincing; With relations between 
the US, on the one hand, and 
Iran and Iraq, on the other, now 
looking less tense, Wshington’s 
regional need for Israel is also 
diminished, albeit temporarily. 

Leading article, page 16 
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Real men 
can have 
feelings 

The motor trade might not be the first place you 
would look to find a group of males discussing the 
things that get them down at work and home. It’s a 
healthy trend — but will ft catch on? By Peter Baker 


A SMALL room above a workshop on an 
industrial estate iiearlbobridge WeDs prob- 
ably sounds an unpromising place to try to 
help a group of men develop greater self- 
awareness and inter-personal skills. Also, 
these men are definitely not new-agey 
types into tree-huggmg or sweat lodges, but 
regular Makes working in the motor industry. 

Hardly a week goes by without another 
tostalment in the “Men in Trouble” story. Last 
week, a NSPCC conference on Men as 
Fathers heard that many men are struggling 
to balance work with famil y life, with many 
feeling obliged to hide their invdveroeol with 
children from their colleagues. And a sur- 
vey of 1.000 office workers showed that 82 
per cent of men bate working for a wo man 
— tricky when female managers have in- 
creased by 60 per cent since 1994. 

But at the MCL Croup, a car import- 
ing, distribution and marketing company, 
they know about these things. Tfen men, all 
junior managers in their 20s and 30s, have 
volunteered to join Navigator, a unique 
workplace-based personal development 
programme for men run by The Spring- 
board Consultancy. This is the second of 
four one-day training sessions. Down- 
stairs, the latest shiny and sporty Mazdas 
are being loviqgty inspected hymen in over- 
alls. Upstairs, in the training room, their 
colleagues, mostly dressed in jeans and 
trainers, are exploring how to cope with 
change, better understand body language 
and improve their listening skills. 

There is, of course, plenty of banter. 
When the facilitator, James Traeger, ex-, 
plains that everyone has a “personal zone" 
extending up to 46cm from their body, he 
is told “you must have a big *un". When 
asked about goals. David suggests: “I 
might try lager rather than bitter tonight." 
And John’s decision to lose 51bs is greeted 
with: “That's just one dump.” Traeger re- 
minds the group that they discussed ban- 
ter and agreed it was acceptable so long as 
h did not turn into put-downs. But the jok- 
ing is sporadic and good-humoured and 
does not inhibit discussion of serious issues. 

Listening is a key topic in the afternoon 
session. Traeger begins by asking the men 
to work in pairs. One man has to talk about 
something that interests him while the oth- 
er pretends to be bored or indifferent. The 
arm is to demonstrate how hard it is to com- 
municate when you are being ignored. 
Traeger then explains that when people talk 
(hey are communicating three things: 
thoughts, feelings and intentions. Tib demon- 
strate this, the men are divided into small 
groups. Each man talks for five minutes while 
his colleagues observe and then discuss. 

The subjects would amaze anyone who 
still believes most men are incapable of re- 
flecting on little besides sport, beer and pol- 
itics. David talks openly about the effects 
on his life of surviving a serious car crash 
and, soon after, a life-threatening case of 
testicular cancer. James (not Traeger) de- 


scribes how he wants to put more energy 
into his family life, while Andy speaks of 
his doubts about marriage and bow diffi- 
cult that is for his girlfriend. 

Tfcaeger moves on to other key themes. 
He explains how men can cope better with 
the feelings engendered by change (which 
range from shock and denial to anger and 
depression), take risks at work and in their 
persona] lives and adopt new ways of learn- 
ing. The day ends with a goal-setting exer- 
cise for the next session in four week’s rime. 

A recurring issue, and one that explains 
why these men chose to join Navigator, 
is that they feel in a rut at work and that, 
despite decent salaries and subsidised 
sports cars, their jobs seem to be going 
nowhere. Several explain that their work 
has become very specialised, making it 
bard to move within the company, and, be- 
cause there are no similar firms in the lo- 
cal area, changing employers would 
require difficult life-changes. 

This sense of dissatisfaction with work 
resonates with many men’s experience of 
the contemporaiy workplace. Tbe end of the 
job for life, the replacement of manufac- 
turing with service industries, the flattening 
of traditional hierarchies, the increasingly 
important role of women and the demand 


The programme refuses 
to accept that men are 
inherently hopeless and 
attempts to help them 
adapt to changing times 


for new “feminine" skills, such as commu- 
nication, teamwork and flexibility, are fun- 
damentally altering men's relationship with 
work, profoundly affecting their sense of 
identity and self-esteem. 

■ Navigator aims to help men deal better 
with these issues. While many commenta- 
tors bemoan amtempcnaiy masculinity, this 
programme refuses to accept that men are 
inherently hopeless and is one of a few at- 
tempts to help men adapt to the changing 
times. “It’s about giving men a sense of 
direction, enabling them to take respon- 
sibility for themselves and extending their 
skills,” explains Traeger. “Navigator ex- 
amines male identity and values, explores 
relationships with women, provides an op- 
portunity for realistic self-assessment and 
develops interpersonal abilities. It's not 
about creating ‘new men’; it's about help- 
ing men develop their own solutions.” 

As MCLs interest in Navigator suggests, 
it is not intended to appeal to firms winch 
are weird or wacky. Indeed, the programme 



Going round in cirdes Like Charlie Chaplin in ‘Modern Times’, many men feel in a rut at work and that their jobs are going nowhere Photograph: MSI 

has already been piloted with a banking 
group, four local authorities, a telecom- 
munications company and a university and 
is due to be formally launched this s umme r. 

Traeger is already discussing introducing 
the programme to several government de- 
partments and Navigator will soon be mar- 
keting itself to companies as a means of 
creating “improved efficiency from a more 
realistically self-assessing male population", 

“better customer care from more empathic 
workers”, and “motivated men with self- 
directed learning agendas”. 

Sally \fensoo, MClIs human resources 
director, hasno doubts about the value of 
lhe training." We T firsLran a women's de- 
velopment programme, but then realised 
that our junior male managers were also 
lacking in confidence about their careers. 

The aim is to help all our employees be 
more fulfilled and the feedback 1 have had 
from the men so far has -been positive.'* ; 

There have been more applications: from - 
men wanting to join Navigator than there 
are places available. 

Whether this type of training will make 
a long-term difference remains to be seen. 

It has been argued, for example, that many 
men are incapable of fundamental personal 
change until they experience a personal - 
trauma, such as redundancy, divorce or 
serious Alness. One irooic outcome of in- 
troducing such programmes could be that, 
instead of developing the skills of flexibil- 
ity and empathy, they simply start com- 
peting about their ability to co-operate. 

But listening to Nick tell his colleagues 
that he has recently become a father, is suf- 
fering from backache and no longer wants 
to work a 65-hour week, it does seem pos- 
sible that Navigator could be one way men 
can develop a much-needed new sense of 
identity at work as well as a better balance 
between work and bone that will ultimately 
benefit women and children, too. 


Can Tessa Jowell turn you into a better bloke? 


THE Department of Health minister for health, rejects 
launched its first advice talk of “a crisis” in men's 

booklet aimed at men health, she accepts that 

yesterday. “Ufa Begins at 40: “being a man is a cause of 

Health Tips for Men", is health inequality”, and is 

aimed primarily at middle- particularly concerned about 
aged, working-class men, a men’s high levels of heart 
group at particular risk of disease, stroke, lung cancer, 
heart disease and cancer, and accidents and suicide, 
will be'distributed through . .- The minister believes the 

maie-oriesited sites, such as .reasons for- the- poor state of 
DIY stores and sports clubs. menV jhealth are as, yet 

The booklet contains advice unclear, but are probably 
about smoking, drinking, both biological and sodal. 

stress and exercise and uses “Men are more likely than 
“blokey" cartoon humour to women to take more risks 
get its message across. with their health and less likely 

Jt4s a Jong-overdue to seek help at the earliest 

tornamfe Health pages in possible stage,” she says, 

newspapers and magazines On average, men visit 

are full of articles on prostate their GP half as often as 
cancer, impotence and falling women. Women, says the 
sperm counts, and bookshops minister, “are more in touch 
are brimming with self-help with health services because 
health books for men. Pick up they are more likely to take 
the phone and you can talk the children”. She also 
about sexual difficulties, suggests that the rise in 

depression, infertility - any suicides of 71 per cent in a 
problem affecting the modem decade among 15 to 24-year- 
male. It seems men’s health is old men could be “something 
more talked about than ever. to do with unemployment, a 

Except by the Government, culture of hopelessness and 
In “Our Hedthier Nation", the loss of useful roles* 
the recently published She says: “We have to 

blueprint for the future of build initiatives to prevent III 
public health, men’s problems health and premature cfeatii 
are conspicuous only by their which are relevant to men 
absence. But, belatedly, there and they will be different 
are now signs of change. from those which we develop 

Although Tessa Jowell. the for women. If we want to 


reach women, we put leaflets . younger men. Races for 
in supermarkets, but I think testicular cancer have 
we’ve got to be much more doubled in the past 20 years, 
imaginative about the way we The Government is also 
reach men. Maybe information commissioning research into 
needs to go in pubs, in gyms sperm counts, which have 
and workplaces." Using halved since 1940. “Some of 

footballers and other sports the suggested trends are 
role models could also help undoubtedly sinister, but it's 
get positive messages across. ' important not to draw hasty 
Hence the new leaflet. . . conclusions without being 

.. 5 BjUtMt Jowell places much absolutely sure about the 
more emphasis on the role of scientific evidence," she says. 
Healthy Living Centres One men’s health 

(HLCs), one of the Government initiative already 

Government's big health in place is CALM - the 

ideas. Funded by the National Campaign Against Living 
Lottery, these are intended to Miserably, a helpline for young 
respond to local health needs, men in Manchester, an area 
with a focus on <fiet smoking, with twice the national rate of 
drinking, drug misuse and suicide. Since its launch in 

physical activity. December, CALM has 

Although she is vague responded to more than 

about how they might work 3,000 calls and the scheme 
with men, the minister has been extended beyond its 

believes they could become original three-month lifespan, 
sites for "Well-man" clinics. A “We ought to look at CALM’S 
recent Gallup survey effectiveness and see what can 

suggested that three-quarters be applied to other parts of 
of men would like to see the country, perhaps through 
more of these. HLCs," says Ms JoweH 

Although she is not But the responsibility for 

convinced of the need for a improving men’s health does 
national screening programme not just rest with politicians, 
for prostate cancer - “the If men were to campaign as 
evidence is highly equivocal women have, there is little 
and its been put on the doubt their health could be 

backbumer" - Ms Jowell does transformed, 
suppoct promoting testicular 

self-examination among Peter Baker 


TV laughter is the best medicine 



DR PHIL 


So pronounced a colleague 
after I'd agreed to appear cm 
HmvIGotNewsFbrYou.l'Misn'i 
griino to until Boris Johnson 
Kindly bleated in The Spectator 
that it was -a pre-scripted fix. If 
IcoaidjiBtgetmyhandson the 
script, cover all the angles and 
come out fighting- So, I agreed, 
cm condition that they bike a 
. copy downJbr me to digest in ad- 
vance. I waited in all day Mon- 
day. Nothing. And Tuesday. 
Nothing again. Bastards. 

When J arrived at the studios, 


HAMMOND 


“WHO’S the other guest?” ’ 
“Patrick Moore” 

“Well, they won’t touch him.. 
He's a national treasure. So 
what have they got on you?” 
“I’ve do idea.” 

“You must be flicking mad.” 


der an orthopaedic shoe. Then 

Ian Hislop appeared through a 

cloud of diy ice in a pink crutch- 

Jess tutu screaming: “Hey.gjngd 
Yfe’re going to dance on your 
grave tonight,” Or it could have 

beett“HelfoPhO,»ouU3iouIike 

a cup of tea?" On the way to 


PMT? OSTEOPOROSIS? MENOPAUSE! 

SERENITY FOR WOMEN 
NATURAL PROGESTERONE CREAM 

for a free 16 page information booklet send an A5 SAE tot 
Dept 12, PO BOX 322, St Peter Port Guernsey, GYl 3TP. 
Web sites- http:/Jwww.progesterone.co-ufc 


make up, 1 passed Paul Merlon 
dressed as some sort of reaper. 
He looks so nice on TV, but 
when I asked to see a copy of 
the script, he brought his scythe 
down on my left arm and sliced 
it clean off at the elbow. 

Ifortunately, this left me one 

for the tea which, in all fairness, 

was thoroughly pleasant. Un- 
fortunately, it bad been spiked 
with the date-rape drug rohyp- 
noL The rest of the evening is a 
blur. I have vague memories of 
the dadt; shadowy images of HBs- 
top and MertM bearing ttown on 
me from either end, while Deay-. 
i nn smirte d and a large man wi th 
a monode used my mid-section 
3S a xylophone. I was discovered 
three weeks later in the staff 
toilet at Limpley Stoke Happy 
Eater. A tough gig but a picnic . 
compared with Ebs and Fibs. 

Tibs and Fibs - you may re- 
member -was a madcap med- 
ical quiz that faded out of the 
Channel 5 line-up a few months 
ago. The 26 episodes took 10 
days to record, and most nights 
we were turning round three 
shows in a session. The studio 
audiences ranged from seven to 
70 -in age mid sine -and there 
were some decidedfy dodgy 


rounds (eg: Dr Hilary asking 
Craig Charles to draw the sym- 
phisis pubis on a bikini-clad 
model with an indelible pen). 

Bui it was the structure that 
really did for iL The captains 
were both doctors and we knew 
most of the answers. The guests 
weren’t and didn’t. So either the 
guests bad to be pre-briefed with 
the correct answers ("Craig, 
what are mittelschmerz?’' 
“Ooh... I know. Is it pain in the 
lower abdomen experienced 
about midway between succes- 
sive menstrual periods”). Or 
the questions had to be dumbed 
down (“Who knows a song with 
doctor in the title?”) or the scor- 
ing had to be to laity abandoned 

We went mainly for the lat- 
ter - a big mistake because no 
matter bow stupid the show, the 
audience care about the score. 
And so should the contestants. 

Ian Hislop warned me at the 
outset of HIGNFY that we 
would toss. “ftml is doubly com- 
petitive. HeU start by being 
funniest ami then when the 'odd 
one ouf round comes in, be 
starts concentrating on winning. 
But at least it gives other peo- 
ple the chance to crack a joke.” 

In fact, the sldZl of the show 


is that Deayton allows contes- 
tants the space to spar whenever 
they want to. With only one 
show to record, there's aD the 
time in the world to shine or 
make a complete tit of yourself. 
The result lasts 75 minutes but 
edits to 30 - not just to cut out 
the dead wood but to balance 
the contributions and damp 
down slander and obscenity. 

As for preparation. Deayton 
links from an autocue. Wow. 
There is no script or reheareaL 
You do get to see - very briefly 
- the video dips, odd one out 
and headlines two hours before 
kickoff This is primarily to stop - 
new guests soiling their pants. 
Bnt aQ it realty does is provide 
a structure to ad lib around. 

Once the rohypnol kicked 
in, my contributions became 
ever more unpredictable, but 
each time Merton trumped 
them with something much 
funnier and with impeccable 
riming. 1 had captained 26 
episodes of Tibs and Fibs with- 
out smiling once, and within a 
minute I was grinning like a vil- 
lage idioL Deayton and Hislop, 
too, are happy living off their 
cuffs. Take it from a doctor. 
These boys can improvise. 
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He defied the 
US government. 
Now it must decide 
has Bill Gates finally 
got too big for his 
own boots? 


HISTORY may be made in Vtehmgjon this 
week, and we are not talking about the Mid- 
dle East peace process or tbe latest twist 
in President Clinton’s sexgate sagas. Fea- 
turing the US Justice Department and a 
single corpo r ation far away on the West 
Coast, this is much dryer fare, with baffling 
buzzwords like “bundling" and “‘browsers*'. 
Know that that company is Microsoft, how- 
ever, and you begin to guess at its impor- 
tance. 

Even the barely computer-literate 
among us understand the power of Mi- 
crosoft and its mega-billionairc CEO, 
William Gates in. Its Windows operating 
systems are to be found in no less than 90 
per cent of all personal computers bought 
today. The Seattle-based behemoth has be- 
come the prime symbol of energy and in- 
novation in a humming US economy. 
Because of its success, however, it is also 
feared. 

It is that fear that may now threaten 
much of what Microsoft has achieved. Anti- 
trust (or monopoly) regulators in the Jus- 
tice Department, as well as politicians in 
several US states, are asking themselves a 
highly portentous question: is Mr Gates 
now presiding over a monopoly so powerful 
that free competition in the computer sec- 
tor is being stifled? Is Microsoft, with its 
easy-to-use Windows technology, good 
news for consumers, or is it actually bad 
news? If the latter is the case, what is to 
be done? 

Unfolding before us is a government- 
vs-private-enterprise battle of gigantic 
proportions that dates back to the intro- 
duction three years ago of Windows 95. In 
a first lunge at Microsoft, the Justice De- 
partment persuaded Mr Gates to to desist 
Gram bundling into Windows a new feature 
called Internet Explorer. Known as a 
“browser”, it offered users a free direct con- 
nection to the pages of the World Wide 


By David Usbome 

Web. It was Mr Gates’ first attempt to seize 
primacy in the newly-emerging Internet 
market and flatten others who had grasped 
its importance before him, notably 
Netscape Communications. 

Since then, the Justice Department has 
accused Gates of reneging on that deal and 
has filed with the federal courts for an in- 
junction against Microsoft selling any 
more Windows programmes with an inte- 
grated Explorer function. A ruling from die 
courts is now pending and last week Mi- 
crosoft; filed a pre-emptive appeal. 

In recent days, however, the war has be- 


ln the realm of public 
opinion, Mr Gates may 
be winning. Most 
Americans think he 
should be left alone 


come considerably hotter, and for one prin- 
ciple reason: on Friday, Microsoft plans to 
begin shipping to PC manufacturers its se- 
quel to Windows 95. It is Windows 98 and, 
needless to say, among tbe options that will 
appearon its start-up screen is Internet Ex- 
plorer. Windows 98 is scheduled to be avail- 
able on computer-shop shelves towards the 
end of June. 

What has been evident for some time 
is that the Justice Department and the sin- 
gle-minded Tkar of the Microsoft dossier, 
Joel Klein, is weighing a much broader anti- 


trust action against Microsoft than the one 
already in train. It is also dear that if the 
action is indeed to be launched, it proba- 
btywillbavetQhappeflbeforeFaday.'Ifrere 
is one immediate.possible consequence: a 
new and instant order that Explo rer be 
stripped from Windows 98 before it is 
shipped. That could delay its launch by sev- 
eral months. 

And it is not just Mr Klein that Mi- 
crosoft has to worry about Eager to win 
theft own starring roles in what may be the 
biggest anti-trust action since the break- 
up in 1911 of Standard Oil - the Rocke- 
feller-owned giant that held a 90 per cent 
share in its US market- the attorneys gen- 
eral of as many as 20 individual US states 
are also considering lawsuits against the 
company for monopoly behaviour. 

Just hew far Mr Klein might want to go 
in bumbling Microsoft is still a matter en- 
tirely of conjecture.- While seeking its 
break-up h la Standard is an option, most 
observers still consider it unlikely. Forcing 
Gates to un-bundie Explorer would sure- 
ty be a first line of attack, however. He 
might even seek to oblige Microsoft to 
make ame nds for past sins, for instance by 
actually featuring Netscape’s rival brows- 
er fuhetion-on the Windows platform. As 
a justification, Mr Klein could point out . 
that once Microsoft b^an essentially giv- 
irg away its browser for free as part of Win- 
dows, Netscape’s share of the 
Internet-connection market plunged from 
a high of 75 per cent to about 55 per cent 
today. 

Speculation is also rife that Mr Gates 
will be accused simultaneously of abusing 
an agreement he struck with rival Sun Mi- 
crosystems to use its pioneering Java com- 
puter language on the Windows platform. 
'Sun has alleged that Java was conceived 
as a language that could be used on all types 
of computers, and that Microsoft, by 



slightly altering Its version of Java, has ba- 
sically sabotaged that essential feature. 

Events could, however, take a much less 
dramatic turn. Conceivably, Klein and 
Gates might yet strike an amicable settle- 
ment. It is even passible that the Justice De- 
partment and some of the attorneys general 
could retreat from battle, particularly if they 
conclude that they are oh the wrong side 
of the philosophical argument about gov- 
ernment intrusion in private enterprise. 

Microsoft, needless to say, has bren run- 
ning a high-octane spin campaign in de- 


fence of its practices for very many months. 
Politicians, journalists and Klein himself 
have been furiously lobbied. At a rail y in 
New York last week. Gates surrounded 
himself with CEOs from other computer 
companies aO exclaiming that any delay in 
the release of Windows 98 could be ruinous 
for them and even for tbe US economy at 
large. And in the realm of public opinion, 
Mr Gates may be winning. A poll com- . 
missioned by Microsoft last week suggested 
that most ordinary Americans think Mi- 
crosoft should be left alone. . 


The enemies of Microsoft Eke to indulge 
in almost Biblical metaphors about . tbe 
doom that a Microsoft monopoly will vis- 
it upon us. “If it’s Microsoft versus 
mankind,” remarked Larry Ellison, the 
chief of Oracle, “I'm on the team of 
mankind.” But others with faith in the free 
market’s power of self-correction have a 
quite different take. If Windows is on 9(1 
per cent of computers there is a reason: 
people like it 

It is a conundrum, and this week it be- 
longs to Mr Klein. 



tickets to the Bhs Graduate 
Fashion Week 
Gala Show 

Showcasing the future of 
fashion 


The world's greatest showcase for yOung British design 
talent - Bhs Graduate Fashion Week is returning to 
London's South Bank this summer at jubilee Gardens 
(8-12 June). 

Do not miss this fantastic opportunity to win a pair of 
much sought after VIP tickets for the highlight of the 
week - the Gala Show on 12 June, including invites to the 
exclusive Gala Show Champagne Reception and a Bhs 
voucher worth £100. 

The Show is now in its fourth year of Bhs sponsorship 
and is recognised as being the forum for aspiring 
Gallianos and Stella McCartneys to make tinier impact on 
tine fashion world. 

Nearly 1,000 students from 40 UK colleges will be 
participating in the event promising slick catwalk shows, 
dramatic stands and diverse portfolios. 

We have three pairs of tickets to. win. To enter this 
competition dial the number below, answer the following 
question on line leaving your name and foil address: 

Q: How many years has Bhs sponsored 
Bhs Graduate Fashion Week? 
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‘My mother thought Shakespeare sent me mad’ 


REVELATIONS 


The time: 1982 

The place: Small Heath, 

Birmingham 

The man: David Ha rewood, 
actor 

I LAUGH when I walk round 
the National Theatre, where I 
am playing Othello, and look 
at the pictures of the famous 
actors in famous plays - I 
haven't heard of any of them. 
I am a fraud: a lark-about, 
mess-about kid from Birm- 
ingham who’s touring the 
world with this great Shake- 
spearean work. I don’t know 
a lot about theatre because I 
didn't ever realty want to be an 
actor. 

Academically, I was never 
a high-flyer at Wasbwood 
Heath comprehensive school, 
mainly because! was the class 
down. I stayed on for sixth 
form because the opportuni- 
ties were slim. I was being 
geared up for factory fodder at 
the local Lucas or Leyiand 
plant, the alternative was the 
dole. 

I remember being phoned 
up by my English teacher, Mr 
Reader, who wanted to have 
a chat X had no idea what he 
wanted. He sat me down and 
asked the most Incredible 
question: "Have you ever, 
though Lof being an actor.” He 
thought I was a very talented 
entertainer, especially after 
my class took school assembly 

and I’d done a speech off the 
top of my head. Later, I learnt 
I was about to be thrown out 


for not doing any work. I bad 
no idea what being an actor 
entailed but having no better 
job plans, I thought I might as 
well give it a go. 

It was so ridiculous be- 
cause there were no black 
people on TV and the Black 
and White Minstrel Show 
could still have been playing. 
My mother was cooking din- 
ner, and I said: “I think I’m go- 
ing to be an actor” and without 
■ turning round she replied 
“mmmh, we’ll see.” My dad, a 
long-distance lorry driver, re- 
fused to let me do it West In- 
dian parents are very aware of 
the need to earn a living. None 
of the family were theatre 
people, never even visited one! 
They were gobsmacked My 
brothers laughed and my sis- 
ter was quite worried because 
it most probably meant going 
dam to London where you are 
murdered or end up at Kings 
Gross selling your bum! 

I had an audition for the 
Birmingham Youth Theatre 
and, funnily enough, I'd learnt 
two speeches from Othello. 
One by Othello himself and 
the other by Iago - because I 
couldn't make my mind up 
which one I wanted to play! I 
had no idea of the political 
shenanigans which surround 
the part. Unfortunately there 
was no place for me. I wasn’t 
crestfallen, it would just be 
tougher than I first thought. 
Three days later I found cut 
about a six-week course at 
the National Youth Theatre. 


I had the most brilliant time. 
There were three other black 
gays, but two of them com- 
pletely ignored me. It was the 
first time I got a taste of what 
it would be like to be in com- 
petition in the business. 

Finally, 1 won a place at 
RADA, but with no goals, no 
ambitions, I was just having a 
laugh. I went home after the 
first term speaking like Prince 


actor. My first job was Romeo 
and I was being asked what it 
was like to play him and be 
black. It completely threw me. 
I was in this do man’s land play- 
ing parts that were usually 
white and critics were forever 
pointing this out. 

After two years I ended up 
having a breakdown. I wasn't 
going to talk about it publicly 
but here goes. It sprung from 



Charles and my mother went 
mad. They wanted me to learn 
the received pronunciation so 
I didn’t have to play brummies 
aE my life, we were told to keep 
ft up over the holidays - but all 
I could manage was three days 
because my mates took the 
piss. 

I came out of drama school 
and suddenly I was a black 


total unhappiness. I’d left a 
very secure home in Birming- 
ham and found more friends 
at RADA, but in the business 
everything was full of politics, 
egos and envy. People hated 
me because I was successful 
and because I was black. I end- 
ed up being so miserable that 
I invented somebody else to be 
- another character who was 


an undercover secret agent. 
Rather than telling them to- 
fuck off I was trying to be dif- 
ferent characters for different 
people - hoping to make 
everybody like me. I ended up 
feeling exhausted. 

In the last few days before 
I collapsed, I was incredibly 
mentally active. Luckily be- 
cause Vm an entertainer it was 
not manifesting itself in 
violence, I was just being very 
funny. Ail my mates knew 
there was something wrong be- 
cause I was manic, seeing 
things from strange angles 
and dressing. Finally I passed 
out and was rushed to hospi- 
tal. I nearly ended up in a top 
security mental institution be- 
cause I was zipping in and out 
of different characters and 
1 quoting Shakespeare. 

Fortunately my friends told 
them I was an actor and luck- 
ily the nurse on duty believed 
their story. She could have 
gone tick and I would have 
been committed. 

I was completely out for 
three days. I don’t remember 
anything, just waking up and 
seeing all my family round the 
bed. There were times when I 

was almost like a vegetable and 

could only communicate with 
my eyes; at other times I went 
berserk which made my par- 
ents even more upset. With all 
the drugs inside me, 1 started 
behaving tike some mad per- 
son. Tb this day the doctors still 
don t know what happened to 
me, my mother was convinced 
that Shakespeare sent me 
road. 

f JS- 1 was S™ 50 *e role 
of Othello at the National, 


there were some terrible arti- 
cles. J have one pinned on my 
wall, it made me so angry 
“Why has it been given to this 
young unknown black actor, 
when there are countless white 
actors who could black up 
and play the role.” 

These are the attitudes I 
would like to confront. It is 
now ridiculous to see a white 
person blacked up. White ac- 
tors find it difficult to key into, 
coming from so little, to have 

risen so high aDd then to be de- 
stroyed. Even today I could- 
walk out of this theatre, after 
playing in one of the most suc- 
cessful Shakespearean pro-' 
ductions in the National’s 
histoiy and be on the dole. 
There is a ceiling for black ac- 
tors and it is veiy difficul t to 

have a career. 

The world out there forme 
is stflj very real and very white. 
But l know ni never go back 
to that hospital again, rye- 
learnt that rm not the only, 
one. It might seem strange as 
Im 32, but what I didn’t have 
before was a grounding in my 
black consciousness.. My. 
preparation and reading for 
Othello has helped me achieve 
toat. I now have an idea where 

1 iV^ t0 * e picture.-I.stin 
wal * into shops and the own- 
era reach for the stock as ifTxn ‘ 
go>ng to steal it. These reali- 
ties I take on stage eveiy night - 
-every night. That’s where 
Otheilo has helped mej’mnot 
playing — I'm being 





faen^fyAndrew^ 

Othello is at the National 
tneatrv until the 13th cfJutie. 
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The tedium 

is not the 
message 


image was everything at the !50th anniversary celebration 
of Marx's 'Communist Manifesto’, observes Michael Glover 


THIS is a night of hope, a night 
of renewal, 1 am thinking to my- 
self as I tentatively approach the 
seething entrance to the 
Conway Hall in Red Lion 
Square, that Thirties temple of 
radical thinking. 

Yes, here they all are, bun- 
. dreds of them, the old slreet- 
'} fighting, leftie theoreticians of 
yesteryear, gathered together 
on this balmy Saturday night — 
and what better weather could 
one imagine than this for an 
imaginative re-run of the great 
proletarian project? - to cele- 
brate the 150th anniversary of 
the first publication of the 
Communist Manifesto. 

1 can hardly get through 
them all, all these cheerily per- 
sistent paper-thrusters, pam- 
phlet pushers, pamphlet 
pe liners, radical newspaper 
sellers, leftie booksellers. 
^Makeshift book stalls have 
^eeen erected in the street to ad- 
vertise the latest from the mag- 
ical Merlin Press - the Socialist 
Register , for example, an annu- 
al collection of essays, which 
was first published in the ear- 
ly Sixties and dreams onto this 
day. 

Every copy, whether this 
year's or the year before the 
year before last's, is on sale at 
£10. This can mean only one 
thing: there is no such thing as 
a remaindered book to the 
leftist publisher. An old book 

becomesanin^^andhj^ti]^ 
collectable da&ic^ stegjed in 
the wisdom pfyj^im^ear/.. . 

A smiling Iraqi gentleman 
thrusts a copy of a Communist 
Party manifesto into my face. I 
ask him whether this is the real 
Communist Party or some frac- 
jiously spiteful splinter group. 
^■He smiles at me engaging^'. 
“We are the fact Communist 
Party." he replies. And then, 
with great attention to detail, be 
hands over six sheets of A4 
paper which bristle with excla- 
mation marks, every one a 
deadly taunt to the faint of 


heart: "Workers! Freedom Lov- 
ing People! Parties, Political and 
Mass Organisations and all 
those who defend Political 
Freedom and Human Rights!" 

Sad to say, many of the 
freedom-loving people gath- 
ered here tonight for this 
morale-boosting occasion are 
extremely delicate looking. I 
count at least one zimmer 
frame, several hearing aids, 
various wheelchairs, and many, 
many stout sticks, often awk- 
ward to skirt around without 
causing distressing destabilisa- 
tion. There are cliquey, antique 
Hampstead radicals, linen-jack- 
eted, bow-tied, with vile bour- 


The actresses 
look aggressively 
anti-proletarian. 
It is at this point 
that f fall asleep 


geois accents and impeccable 
theoretical positions; there is 
the harshly laughing man in the 
much-unwashed “Smash the 
Foil Thx” t-shirL Those an- 
cient, haunting words set with- 
in a workers' blood-red, 
hammer-and-sickle design. 

There is every conceivably 
variety of that aggressive Sixties’ 
addiction to the death of fash- 
ion: sloppy Joe jumpers, tired, 
shapeless nylon jackets; those 
near-hollow, shit-brown tubes 
that once passed for trousers; 
the sagging holdalls worn trans- 
verse across the chest; loud 
checked shirts; beer-pa uneb 
enhancing T-shirts long since 
edging off from white to grey; 
the grizzled beard; the short 
man in the absurdly long, shab- 
by green corduroy jacket™ do 
I see a suit anywhere? 


What a ridiculous notion! 
Did not the suir wither away of 
its own accord in those days, 
having lost - like capitalism it- 
self - all sense of purpose or oc- 
casion? 

Yes, there ts no denying the 
overall sense of excitement at 
the fact that they are all here 
together again, all these old 
men with shining eyes, recycling 
their long-ago triumphs in half- 
forgotten theoretical skirmish- 
-ps. So much so. in fact, that it 
is quite difficult to squeeze 
one's way past and into the hall 
itself for the great evening of 
collective remembrancing. 

The lights go off and on, on 
and off. Then on again. And 
then, all of a sudden, there is a 
great blast of martial music. Im- 
ages of defining and heart-stir- 
ring proletarian moments, the 
Paris barricades; the Vietnam 
war; an image of Liberty; Marx 
and his family - are flashed on 
to the vast screen that sits 
amidst all the rest of the clut- 
ter on the stage. 

Then something a little odd- 
er flashes up, the words “A 
Newt W&s Not Born in a Day”. 
Followed, of course, by two im- 
ages of a smiling, foxy Red Ken. 
A tremendous cheer goes up, 
sticks are thrust vertically into 
the air, over and over again, like 
some primitive pumping mech- 
anism. 

Then John SaviDe shuffles 
on, bald, hawkish in profile, - 
ancient^ jnofessbrial, one qf 
the Fbtihdmg Fathere of thS 
Socialist Register. 

“Comrades and friends,” he 
begins, and then continues, 
with inimitable socialist elo- 
quence, gripping the mike like 
a man lashed to the tiller in a 
hard gale, “How pleasing it is 
to see a lot of us as against 
them—” 

' Saville is a man who occa- 
sionally forgets a fact - a name, 
a date - in that precise instant 
before he is due to deliver it. 

No matter. The audience 



Julie Christie recites a poem by Pablo Neruda, and (below) the rousing Raised Voices Choir performs 


knows it anyway, no matter bow 
obscure. He refers to a certain 
“Dr Marx” as if he is an hon- 
orary member of the household. 
Then be speaks of the hallowed 
document itself, how it is “rel- 
evant to our situation in every 
jot and tittle..." “Here! Here!” 
responds die eager audience, al- 
ready in revivalist mood. 

Next, the compere, Roland. 
MukJoon, founder of the Hack- 
ney Empire, breezes on, a man 
of casually affable, barrow-boy 
manner. Pushing his way past 
a table piled high with bottles 
and glasses, he opens a door at 
the back of the. stage and calls . 
out “We’re ready—" 

■; Various actors and actress- 
es stream out, clutching black 
folders, and proceed to read 
from a tremendously long scrip* 
about the birth of the Great 
Movement, the writing of the 
manifesto, the revolutions of 
IS4&, and other pertinent mat- 
ters. Tony Garnett, sombre, if 
not subdued, ashe reads about 
the revolt of the Silesian 
weavers, is wearing a well lived 
in pair of denims and the to- 
kenist red shirt. The actresses 
- Jaquetta May, Maggie Steed 



and Harriet Walter - look, by 
contrast, heads angled just so, 
be-ringed bands feeling for the 
jewellery at their necks, blas- 
phemously statuesque and 
aggressively anti-proletarian - 
as if they have been too much 
mindful of their appearances 


for the evening's good. As if 
they are, perhaps, mere hired 
voices. It is at this point that I 
fall asleep. 

When I wake up, the Raised 
Voices Choir - two dozen 
earnest men and women in 
red T-shirts - is singing a 


tremendously rousing piece 
about some strike at a Massa- 
chusetts textile mill. One of the 
women is clutching a pretty, 
docile baby to her chesL The fe- 
male conductor with the wei- 
look ringlets, spectacles 
steaming with concentration. 


Photographs: Tony Buckingham 


seems to be making alarming 
fist-fucking gestures in the 
direction other ringers. I close 
my eyes again, momentarily 
alarmed. 

When I next wake up. as if 
by magic, Julie Christie is 
swinging across the stage in a 
well-tailored blue -blue? blue! 
- suit and brilliant white tennis 
shoes, clutching some bits of pa- 
per. She makes a characteris- 
tically actressy meal of a couple 
of indifferent poems by Pablo 
Neruda that! have been read- 
ing ever since in memory of this 
precious occasion. One of them 
is about the Standard On Com- 
pany. 

When a photographer, 
crouching beside the stage, 
clicks his camera, she swivels in 
his direction and plonks a gor- 
geous arm on her hip. Her 
white shirt is open at the neck, 
though chastely so. The spots 
are playing on. maybe teasing 
with, her ota-socarefully tousled 
blonde highlights. At this mo- 
ment, I feel radical stirrings that 
I had not expected to feel, not 
on such a night as this. I think 
I may need a tittle urgent med- 
ication. Dr Marx. 


Back to reggae’s roots 


“WHEN you look at rock, and 
you look behind rock, you sec 
that there are all those tribu- 
taries and streams feeding into 
it which are the roots of rock: 
ft blues, rVb, jazz, soul, reggae, 
w country," says Steve Barrow, a 
man who has spent more than 
30 years passionately champi- 
oning the often ignored but 
innovative spirit of reggae while 
battling against musical 
mediocrity. 

With a combination of both 
humour and disgust, he adds: 
“When you check Celine Dion, 
for example, who relates to 
that? You can’t, really, on an 
emotional level. You think you 
can, but you’re kidding yourself 
because it’s a pastiche emotion, 
a synthetic emotion. Synthetic 
auction is one of the biggest 
Jfcers in the world.” 

Although Steve Barrow 
compiled over 70 reggae albums 
for Trojan Records in the late 
1980s, it is with Blood and Fire 
B Records that he has really 
moulded a company that con- 
scientiously reappraises reggae 
of the 1970s, giving the music 
its overdue credit as a creative 
force.. . 

Each release by Blood and 
Fire, which was founded in 1993, 
is stunningly packaged and con- 
tains a 16-page booklet. The 

the company is to ap- 

. preach reggae in a scholarly 
manner, clarify the opaque ife- 


ipsage of reggae as cheap and 



host of imitators who copied its 
idiosyncratic methods. 

In the early 1960s, Steve Bar- 
row was a mod, although he 1 in- 
sists: “I would never call 
myself a mod, I was "modem’ in 
those times, I was a ‘mod- 
ernist'." It was at venues in 
London such as the Flamingo, 
the Scene, the Discotheque, 
the Limbo - ""they all had 
Caribbean names”- that he 
first heard ska music played by 
Count Suckle and Duke Vin, 
two Jamaican DJs who had ar- 
rived in England in 1956. He 
recognised the affinity between 
the white working class and 
black American and Jamaican 
music, “Roots muse appeals to 

the working dass. It’s music that 

speaks the truth, whether it’s an 
emotional truth about how had 
you're feeling because your 
woman’s left, or a social truth 
like, you know, 'woke up this 
morning, got the blues’.” 

Throughout the Sixties and 
early Seventies any spare in- 
come from his various jobs was 
spent on records or clothes. At 
the end of 1975, be began re- 
viewing reggae music for Black 

Echoes sad then Billboard, Dub 

Catcher and the NME, among 
others. He also assembled ska 
albu ms for Island Records and 
started compiling reggae col- 
lections for Trojan in 1988. 

He left m l99a<feffluaoned, 
because “they didn’t want to do 
it ibe way I wanted to do it. I 
didn’t really have the control 
there.” In 1993, Simply Bed's 
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wBanaw, is involved “in as much 
as when we put one out he says, 
‘That's another good one’ or T 
like that one’ or ‘I don't like the 
Horace Andy coveri”. 

With the assistance of the in- 
novative destgneis, Intro, the la- 
bel tentatively released its first 

The compilation was deliber- 
ately unfashionable. “It was to 
see if we could sell scanething 
as unpromising as DJ music, 
well past its sefl-by date, and that 
tbere was no real interest in out- 


give it a little bh of promotion 
and see where it took ns. And 
it took off' * With contacts in Ja- 
maica, life Bunny Lee, who Bar- 
row describes as “the father of 
Blood and Fire”, the label has 
continued to unearth rare .mu- 
se, releasing albums based 
around the consummate work 
of Glen Brown, King Tubby, 
ThppaZukie and fiafo Hudson 
among Others. 

Wifo the au sp tio u of albums 
by Horace Andy, The Congos 
and Burning Spear Blood and 




Mr Music: Steve Barrow 
(left) and two examples of 
Blood and Fire’s distinctive 
packaging (below) 

Main photograph: Rui Xavter 


compilations because, as Bar- 
row explains: “Dub is really part 
of the modem musical vocab- 
ulary The greal dub engineers 
like TUbby, Jammy, Scientist, 
even "Scratch’, they've taught us 
to appreciate the drum and 
bass.” 

The label’s forthcoming re- 
lease is called Forward The 
Bass: Dub From Randy’s, 1972- 
1976, an album that was origi- 
nally released in very small 
quantities. Randy’s recording 
studio was created in 1968 by the 
Chin family, who Steve Barrow 
describes as “the most innova- 
tive Chinese business famDy in 
Jamaica”. Bob Marley and The 
Wallers recorded some of their 
early albums there, with pro- 
ducer Lee ‘Scratch’ Puny. 

Now one of reggae’s most 
energetic authorities, Barrow 
is not just providing muse for 
the already converted: “There’s 
an old school that just bungs 
things out _ that philosophy 
isn’t for us. We want to sell it 
to people who don’t know it. \*fe 
know the fans love it, but we 
want people who have never 
heard it before, as well, because 
it’s great music. If they’re into 
music they should like it” 

Forward The Bass : Dub From 
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Spies, helicopters 
and high politics 


WHEN THE newspaper that Downing Street takes really seriously, the 
Sun, uncharacteristically devoted four pages to Sierra Leone yesterday it 
didn't take long for the Prime Minister to decide that he needed to stamp 
his authority on events. Mr Blair tried to dismiss the controversy over the 
role played by British officials in the coup in Sierra Leone as a lot of “hoo- 
ha". Behind this dismissal Mr Biair probably recognises that die Sierra Leooe 
affair is the most substantial crisis to affect his a dministra tion, 'with much 
less froth Ulan previous squalls. How much lasting damage will be done 
depends on how events will run, and this resolves itself into the question 
of Robin Cook's survival. 

Mr Cook wanted to hide behind the Customs and Excise and Foreign 
Office enquiries, which will take weeks, maybe months, to complete. He 
obviously hoped that these would buy him some political time. They haven't 
This storyhas a sex appeal about it with its high politics, spies, helicopters 
and “dogs of war”. Hansard meets Dr No. Plenty of the players involved 
seem willing to provide momentum for iL It will not go away. 

The Prime Minister recognised that he, Mr Cook, and the rest of the 
government had nothing to look forward to but a long debilitating summer 
of fresh questions, revelations, and harassment from the press. He also saw 
that the credulity of observers was being stretched by Mr Cook's Haims that 
ministers had no knowledge of what was being done by their officials. Hence 
the decision to lake the handling of the affair out of the hands of his For- 
eign Secretary and his dramatic change of defence; “Don't let us forget that 
what was happening was that the UN and the UK were both trying to help 
the democratic regime restore its position from an illegal military coup. They 
were quite right to do it” This sounds dangerously dose to a preparation 
of the ground for the time when he has to admit that official involvement 
or ministerial knowledge were alt justified by a moral, indeed ethical, cause. 
This was the defence that could have been deployed at the very beginning 
of the crisis. Mr Blair would be loath to sack Mr Cook, but he must be get- 
ting tired of the presentational disasters. 


Israel’s peace is in 
Clinton’s interests 


THE NEXT few days are a defining moment for Bill Clinton's presiden- 
cy. Forget Monica Lewinsky, and his term of office has been associated 
with remarkable economic prosperity, although that is due as much to wbat 
he has not done - not mucked up a working formula - as what he has. 

His big chance comes with Israel Mr Clinton has no more elections to 
fight. He has no further need of Democratic Party money-bags. Now is 
the time for him to consider his place in die history books and - for once 
-secure the breakthrough needed by treating Israel like any other foreign 
policy question. The deciding factor has to be the" interests of the United 
Stales . And they require some kind of regional settlement in the Middle 
East, which depends on progress in negotiation between Israel and the Pales- 
tinian proto-state headed by Yasser Arafat The only way forward now is 
Israeli concession, most immediately on the volume of West Bank land to 
be relinquished. The Netanyahu government won’t move unless Washington 
pushes, and hard. 

It is not a question of a president having to face down the pro-Israel 
lobby that has been so powerful in Congress and White House. U is a mat- 
ter of the President of the United States equating his country’s long-run 
interests with those of Israel at peace and arguing - to domestic audiences 
- that these interests are not represented by the stand now being taken by 
this prime minister, whose electoral mandate is after all so slim. 

Israel’s dependence on American goodwill remains axiomatic. The Ne- 
tanyahu administration has budgets to make, a central banker to live with, 
exporters to keep sweet. Israeli politics are not a field of sweet reason, to 
be sure. But (he more extreme the response of Israeli fundamentalists, the 
more President Clinton will be able to prove to Americans - including the 
Jewish community - just how alien Israeli zealotry has become. 

He must make clear that threatening to cut off supplies serves no cause 
but Israel's own: there is no policy - Netanyahu certainly has not even be- 
gun to characterise one - that does not involve at some stage accommo- 
dation with and hence minimal trust in a Palestinian political entity with 
its own security responsibilities. If Israel has to be forced into it, Mr Clin- 
ton earns his stature. 


Youth’s puerile hero 


DOES “young Britain" really see Chris Evans as the best person to rep- 
resent its interests? 

It is, if true, a distressing revelation. The Industrial Society, who brought 
us this news, tell us that young people cite a number of reasons as to why 
Mr Evans would be a good Minister for Youth. He is said to have a rep- 
utation for speaking out It is, though, a pity that this is based on elevat- 
ing the f-word into a marketing tool. He has, we are asked to believe, a 
great sense of humour. Fine, if you want to encourage children to poke 
fun at “ugly" people. Most importantly, he is supposed to be “in touch" 
with young people. He has made sure he is. His comedy is puerile - triv- 
ial immature and childish. 

Chris Evans is certainly dedicated to self-propaganda. He is famous, 
tedious about his wealth and notoriously rude. But is Mr Evans really the 
choice of youth? Let us look more closely at the evidence. Just 600 young 
people were polled, of whom only 50 plumped for Evans. It may well be 
that the poll is as unreliable as -Chris Evans himself. 
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Sandline in Sierra Leone 


LETTERS 


Don’t rewrite history 


Sin News of Sandline’s involvement 
in Sierra Leone has become so em- 
broiled in political point-scoring that 
there is a danger of allowing 
hypocrisy and humbug to rule the day. 

A year ago the world was virtu- 
ally unanimous in wanting the Ko- 
roma regime out and President 
Kabbah reinstated. Anarchy reigned, 
but no western power would inter- 
vene militarily except to rescue its 
own citizens from the chaos. The 
President and Leader of the Oppo- 
sition filed to exile. 

If, as alleged, it was our High 
Commissioner who co-ordinated 
the efforts of Sandiine and the Nige- 
rians to successful effect, then he will 
surety have a much greater influence 
on good governance in Sierra Leone 
than if he had limited himself to giv- 
ing cocktail parlies in the bush for 
the exiles. The man deserves to be 
promoted, not pilloried. 

The focus of any inquiry should 
be on ensuring that Sierra Leone's 
diamond-based economy has not 
been mortgaged unreasonably to ei- 
ther of the “liberators" and that in 
future mercenaries can be held in- 
ternationally accountable for their ac- 
tions in territories which lack 
effective government. 

JOHN E TRICKS 
Crediton, Devon 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor and include a daytime telephone number 
Fax 0171 293 2056; e-mail lettersia independent, co. uk E-mail correspondents are 
asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


T. If the British government was 
so confident that the rightful ad- 
ministration had to be restored to 
power in Sierra Leone, why didn’t 
they use the UK's regular armed 
forces instead of covertly hiring a 
group of mercenaries to do some 
gun-run n in g against UN sanctions? 
• 2. What is the difference between 
breaking an sums embargo on Sierra 
Leone and breaking one on Iraq or 
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia? 
PWILUAMS 
Limassol, Cyprus 


Protect the unborn child 


Sir. Your leading article (9 May) de- 
fends Robin Cook’s alleged actions 
with regard to Sierra Leone and asks 
for “more openness". From your 
comments it would appear that the 
UK government should be able to 
sponsor covertly any armed inter- 
vention (regardless of UN / EU sanc- 
tion) against regimes so long 

as the minister is “open" about iL 
The moral question of whether 
the UK should have been involved 
in restoring the “legal" regime is ir- 
relevant; sanctions were imposed to 
try to stem the fighting and blood- 
shed within the country. The Foreign 
Office's apparent decision to throw 
yet more petrol onto the bonfire can- 
not be regarded as a serious attempt 
to restore the legitimate govermnenL 
Two “ethical" questions that im- 
mediately spring to mind over this 
affair: 


Sin The Court of Appeal may have, 
for the time being, resolved the le- 
gal issues relating to the case of 
Ms S (“Mothers win right to refuse 
Caesareans", 8 May) but it totally dis- 
regarded the ethical issues, which will 
not go away. 

Consider the following scenarios. 
In the first, a woman goes into 
labour at eight months but the pre- 
viously healthy baby shows signs of 
severe distress and a Caesarean sec- 
tion is advised to save the baby's life. 
The mother refuses, on the grounds' 
that it will interfere with the natur- 
al process of birth which she has al- 
ways wanted. Several hours later the 
baby is born dead. In the second, a 
woman goes into labour at eight 
months and delivers a healthy baby 
which she does not want Before it 
can start to breathe, she smothers it 
and is La ter charged with murder. 

These cases are extreme but they 
can and do occur, and if they throw 
up issues which the law cannot deal 
with in a logical arid morally re- 
sponsible way, then the law needs to 
be changed. A mature foetus is a sen- 
tient being - aware of its surround- 
ings, able to hear and feel pain. 
Surety it is due some protection in 
a civilised society. 

Professor RICHARD OLVER FRCP 
SUSAN OLVER RSCN 
St Andrews. Fife 


Sin I grow increasingly weary of the 
accusations of arrogance levelled 
against the profession I joined nine 
years ago as a well-meaning and en- 
thusiastic 24-year-old. I am ground 
down by the increasingty litigious na- 
ture of the doctor-patient relationship. 

In your leading article (S May), 
you present a store of a depressed, 
probably socially and emotionally iso- 
lated woman with unconventional 
but firmly held views which are 
highly likely to end in her and her 
baby’s death in a pregnancy with 
which she was unhappy. How would 
you help her? Pre-eclampsia is one 
of a few genuine medical emergen- 
cies. It seems you would favour 
gpntty counselling her by her bedside 
while she died, fitting uncontrollably. 

“Wbat she got was Catch-22," 
you say. Try my headline: “Depressed 
andscrkiustyiDmcither-lo-beaixlh^ 
left to die in a van on her way to give 
birth in a barn in V&les- family to sue 
doctors" Can you understand why the 
profession feels up against the wall at 
times? Get sued, whichever way you 
turn. As a GP, I can tell you that life 
is full of “Catch-22s". Blame can al- 
most never be neatly apportioned. 
Dr RICHARD STANLEY 
Baldock, Hertfordshire 


number of MPs if proportionality is 
to be achieved. More MPs would be 
both unpopular and unjustified. 

Liberal Democrats favour the sin- 
gle transferable vote (STV) as the sys- 
tem best able to meet the terms of 
reference of the Jenkins Commission. 
STV could be introduced at the next 
election without a lengthy Boundary 
Commission review by simply aggre- 
gating existing seats based on natur- 
al communities such as cities. STV 
maximises voter choice, allows pref- 
erential voting and could maintain the 
constituency link, by the use of 
multi-member natural constituencies. 

AV is not a proportional system, 
and does not therefore meet the re- 
mit of the Jenkins Commission. AV- 
plus may be more proportional than 
AV. but there is a system that better 
meets the remit of the Commission 
in STV. 

ROBERT MACLENNAN MP 
( Caithness , Sutherland and Easter 
Ross, Lib Dent) 

House of Commons 
London SWI 

The writer is Liberal Democrat 
Constitutional Affairs Spokesman 


Sir: Anything which makes history 
more attractive to young people 
ought to be welcomed, but the lat- 
est EC-funded CD-Rom appears to 
confuse making the past accessible 
with sanitising it (“Swashbuckling 
Vikings arc written out of histore". 
9 May). 

In addition to pointing out the 
hardly surprising fact that Viking 
raiders had families and did not al- 
ways eat well the curator of Den- 
mark’s national museum, Anna 
Pedersen, apparently thinks the 
Vikings “have been victims of a bad 
press. . . They might have pointed out 
that a lot of the places they took over 
were easy to attack"! 

This type of rewriting. of history 
makes the subject absurd, ft could 


even become sinister. Imagine a jOf 
20th-ocotuiy history CD-Rom ex- 


plaining to schoolchildren that the 
Wehrmacht has had a bad press - 
after all, a lot of places Hitler took 
over did not put up any resistance, 
including Denmark. 

MARK ALMOND 
Oxford 


Capital cat 


Treating depression 


The best way to vote 


Sin Etonald Madntyre suggests (Com- 
ment, 8 May) that the Alternative \bte 
(AV) offers a middle course on elec- 
toral reform which should be sup- 
ported by Libera] Democrats. 

AV does not provide for pro- 
portionality. As Donald Madntyre 
says, in 1997 AV would have pro- 
duced an even (ess proportional re- 
sult than first-past-the-post. A 
two-stage approach to electoral re- 
form with AV being introduced for 
the next election and top-up lists be- 
ing added after boundary changes is 
also suggested (AV-phis). This is like- 
ly to be more costly than a one-step 
reform and may lead to an increased 


Sir. In Hamish McRae's analysis of 
the future of the pharmaceutical in- 
dustry (Comment, 6 May) he un- 
helpfully compares Prozac, an 
antidepressant drug, with Viagra, a 
new treatment for impotence, im- 
plying that both are treatments with 
dubious medical justification for 
non-serious disorders. 

Whilst there is obviously more to 
the treatment of depression than 
medications such as Prozac, the 
suggestion that this disabling yet 
treatable condition is somehow med- 
ically unimportant must not go 
unchallenged. 

Dr RICHARD PRETTYMAN 
Senior Lecturer in Psychiatry far the 
Elderly 

University of Leicester 


Sin Now that London is to have an 
elected mayor, would it not be an ide- 
al opportunity to revive the historic 
tradition of Dick Whittington and 
■ have a cat as well? Wfe had Humphrey 
at Number 10, but bis role and sta- 
tus were never clear. Whs he a civil 
servant - perhaps the first aflurocrat? 

Let us have a democratically 
elected, publicly accountable cal 
for the capital and for the millenni- 
um. Tm reacty to kick off the “Yes” 
campaign with the slogan “Brine 4K 
Back the Cat!" 

JOHN LAMPER 
Warvham, Dorset 


Police presence? 

Sin David Blunkefl s idea for the po- 
lice to help return truants to school 
(report, 11 May) is, on the face of 
iL a good idea. However, when did 
you last see a bobby on the beat? 
PETER BRINTON 
Headteacher, Roskear School 
Camborne, Cornwall ' 


Man bites dog. But only in self-defence 


l 



MILES 

KINGTON 


A MOST curious trial is going on in a Lon- 
don court at the moment, in which a post- 
man is accused of biting a dog. The action 
is being brought under the little-used Do- 
mestic Animals Protection Act (1923) 
which was originally passed to stamp out 
cruelty in the RSPCA, but which is thought 
never to have been previously used against 
a postman. 

Here is an extract from the fascinating 
proceedings. 


Counsel: Now, Mr Witt, you are a postman? 
Postman: I am. 

Counsel: I believe that one of the hazards 
of a postman’s life is canine assaulL 
Postman: It is. 

Counsel: And whatprecautions can be tak- 
en against it? 

postman: Many things have been tried Dog- 
proof trousers, anti-dog spray, a stout 
stick, a whistle designed to repel dogs... 


Counsel: Which one of these measures have 
you adopted? 

Postman: None. 

Counsel: So what do you do when faced with 
a hostile dog? 

Postman: 1 bring my own dog into play. 
Counsel: Ah! You own 3 dog of your own? 
Postman: That is correct. Early in my ca- 
reer as a postman, after several episodes of 
being bitten by dogs. 1 decided to fight fire 
with fire, and to acquire my own fierce dog. 
Accordingly, I bought a bulldog which I took 
on my rounds with me. Whenever I entered 
a garden or property with a hostile dog on 
the premises, I would bring Profumo... 
Counsel: Profumo? 

Postman: >fes. Thar is the name of the bull- 
dog. 

Judge: Most unusual name, Mr Watt Was 
it named after John Profumo? 

Postman: Who, sir? 

Judge: Never mind. Carry on. 


Postman: If I were faced with a fierce dog, 
2 would bring in Profumo and set him on 
the opposition. That always did the trick. 
Counsel: So Profumo was never worsted in 
battle? 

Postman: No, sir, though he once fought a 
close draw with a mastiff mWSiesden, called 
Rab Butler. 

Counsel: Now, tell us what happened on the 
morning of 17 July last year. 

Postman: The day dawned bright and ear- 
ly, though clouds started to form before half 
past five.-I had a boiled egg for breakfast, 
■with two pieces of toast... 

Counsel: I don’t mean everything that 
happened on that morning. Just what is rel- 
evant to this case. 

Postman: Ah. Well, at about 9.40am I en- 
tered the garden of 4 Macmillan Road, car- 
rying a pile of letters. 1 did not lake 
Profumo in with me, as I knew there to be 
no dog at No 4, and I tied Profumo up out- 


side. What I did not know was that over the 
weekend the owners of No 4 had bought a 
spanieL It was not trained, and attacked me. 
Without Profumo to aid me, I was panicked 
and without thinking I did what Profomo 
would have done. 

Counsel: You sank your teeth in the 
spaniel? 

Postman: Yes. 

Counsel: Causing injuries which have pro- 
duced a limp to this day? 

Postman: No. I was not hurt at all. 
Counsel: I am thinking of the dog. 
Pbstmam That is what most people do. No- 
body thinks of the poor postman. 

Judge 1 dread to ask thus question, but what 
was Ihe name of the spaniel? 

Postman: I believe it was Cliveden, sir 
Judge: Good Lord. Carry on 

CWet Do you really ihiok you were jus- 
ufied in attacking Lhe dog? J 

Postman: I did not attack him. I 


ed myself. Those of you who have never 
en a Postman do not realise under what 

ISif t T , iL threal we “**. I have been at- 
tacked by cats, by birds, by barbed wire, 

f, es ’ k? householders who were furi- 
!_ he ex P ecte d letter had not ar- 
householders who were furious 
that the expected bill HAD arrived... On 
ne occasion I was even attacked by a fe- 
. e SI ? a ^ e - Small wonder if occasionai- 
*? VC , Way to OUr human-nature and 
ff vn.f, Is a Postman not aiso human? 

nlnn ^ ° d ° We DOt bleed ? < Hti & «P* 
ed with° m pubUc &*Uery, which is erbwd- 
e ° postmen.) 

pr ? bab fr slj ould not ask this, but 

Postmn ^ caUed Christine? . 

™tman: No, sir. 

Thank heaven for that. 

VostSD ’‘ It was called Matufy, sir. 


^end- The case continues. 
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Follow me into the living 
world of obituary reading 



ANDREAS 
WHITTAM SMITH 


FROM TIME lo time, it is the parts of news- 
papers that have nothing to do with the news 
that give the most pleasure. For some, this will 
be the crossword; for me it is the obituaries. 
I know that many readers skip over them. 

Tht pleasures are very much the same as 
reading a good biography or novel. Obituary 
notices are often well written, particularly, if 
I may say so, in The Independent, where they 
are signed. Yet obituaries can be critical. Thus 
77 j* Daify Telegraph 's recent notice of Sir Alan 
Glyn, a former Tbry MP, noted that he was 
“occasionally over-fussy”, “too fond of the 
sound of his own voice” and that his con- 
stituency party had expected greater things 
of him. This caused Tam Dafyell MP to try 
to set the record straight in Saturday’s Inde- 
pendent. ‘T fear,” he sniffed, "that most cur- 
rent members of the House of Commons will 
remember Alan Glyn as a creaky, occasion- 
ally cantankerous oid buffer. This is a pity.” 

Obituary notices transport you into a life 
you have never lived and perhaps could never 
have imagined. Hike this account of the back- 
ground of a Jesuit priest. Father Philip Cara- 
man. who has recently died: “His father was 
an Armenian banker from Smyrna (now 
Izmir) who bad come to London to set up in 
business importing dried fruit from the 
Levant. His mother was of Italian descent. 
Both were devout Catholics; they had then- 
own private chapel, and of their nim> children 
two became priests and two nuns.” These lines 
might have been taken from the opening page 
of a 19th-century noveL In fact. Father Cara- 
man is remembered because of his literary gifts 
and friendships with writers such as Evelyn 
Waugh. He received both Edith Sitwell and 
Muriel Spark in the Roman Catholic Church, 
but later, when he was sent to Norway, he 
failed to make a angle convert in five years. 

A staple of obituary notices these days is 
the war hero. The brave young men and 
women of the 3940s are now in their late sev- 
enties or eighties. Few of them had been in 
the services before the war. They were vol- 
unteers or conscripts. Much like today, they 
started oat in life as young lawyers or trainee 
doctors. But then -and this is why it is worth 
reading accounts of their lives- they suddenly 
found themselves at war for five years. After- 
wards they generally went back to what they 
had been doing in peace-time and carried on 
as if nothing had happened. 

Their war exploits alone earn them full 
obituaries. Mr Thomas Simpson, wbo recently 
died aged 80, resumed his law studies in 1944 
in bis native Australia. But it is what he 
achieved in 1943 and 1944, in his mid- 
twenties, flying in bomber squadrons over 
Germany -once making 13 passes above the 
Dortmund-Ems Canal at only 150ft in fog, al- 
ways under attack - that earned him a DFC . 


and a sizeable notice in the Daify Telegraph. 
The article was headlined with his war-time 
rank. Flight Lieutenant “Tammy” Simpson. 

Almost as frequently as you find the life 
of a war hero, you read about musicians of 
the same period, often somebody who played 
with Benny Goodman or Glen Miller. Indeed, 
Mel FowelL who recently died in Los Ange- 
les aged 75, was due to travel with Glenn 
Miller and his Army Airforce Orchestra on 
lie latter’s fetal flight in December 3944, but 
was pulled oft the plane at the last minute. 

I confess I knew nothing of Mel Powell, 
but this Is another service obituary notices 
perform: they educate. I learn Powell was 
one of a small group whose influence “was 
to permeate the music of the next 50 years’. 
He was “one of the most broadly talented 
musicians of the century”. And, indeed, he 
seems to have been. He was with Goodman 
for only five years. After the war he went 
to Hollywood but found “writing a glissan- 
do when the mouse ran up the clock” 
rather boring. And so, in a remarkable 
switch, he went to Yale, studied composi- 
tion under Hindemith, became a full pro- 
fessor and was renowned for bis mastery of 
12-tone technique; his work was performed 
in concert bails around the world. 

But it is the recent accounts of the life of 
a lesser, British musician, Syd Lawrence, also 
a devotee of swing music, that I have found 
the most enthralling. His great gift as a band- 
leader was in imitating the style of Miller. He 
seems to have taken his Miller pastiche to such 
a high level that the Miller family tried to sue 
him. unsuccessfully in the event. 

His beginnings - born near Chester and 
playing a cornet in a brass band - chime with 
my own family background, although there 
the resemblance ends. After the war be got 


Obituary notices 
transport you into a life 
you have never lived, 
and perhaps never 
could have imagined 


jobs in London, but he couldn't stand the 
South East. He returned to Chester and, 
finding no work as a musician, started sell- 
ing vacuum cleaners. Then he got into the 
BBC Northern Dance Orchestra and be was 
under way again. He was never part of the 
jazz aristocracy; he learned everything from 
the gramophone records of famous per- 
formers. But he found a niche by creating 
an orchestra which satisfied nostalgia for the 
music of the 1940s just when rock’n’roll 
seemed about to obliterate everything that 
had gone before. 

Reading obituaries shows wbat is possible. 
In the past two weeks you could have learned 
what it was like to have started out as the child 
of Armenian parents living in London. Or to 
have suddenly found yourself at war. (I ask 
myself: would I have acquitted myself so well?) 
Musicians, we learn, can switch genres suc- 
cessfully. And even a life devoted to copying 
a past master - perhaps painting nothing but 
Constable-style landscapes - can bring plea- 
sure to a lot of people. 


Unions should recognise that a brighter 
future awaits them outside New Labour 



ANNE 

McELVOY 


IT IS almost a relief to see the 
renegade left hoist the red 
flag in the trade unions. Hav- 
ing been castrated in Parlia- 
ment, sidelined in their council 
heartlands by Lib Dem protest 
votes and toysteriousty quiet (or 
gagged and bound) in local 
Labour parties, they had to b& 
somewhere. The disappear- 
ances of Dave and Deirdre 
Spart was getting suspicious. 

Now we know where they 
went. The Campaign for a 
Fighting and Democratic Uni- 
son is agitating inside the pub- 
lic service union. The closeness 
of “democratic” and “fight- 
ing” betrays the twin influ- 
ences of Arthur Scargili’s 
Socialist Labour Party and the 
dog-ends of Militant. In the 
train driven’ Ask£ the General 
Secretary’s job went to a 
Scargfliite. The Communication 
Workers’ Union, has shifted to 
the left by electing Derek 
Hodgson, a loyal Old Labour 
man, but not one likely to be 
found discusring the Third Way 
with Tony Blair over a plate of 
Hob Nobs at Number 10. 

Now that the ambiguities of 
Opposition can no longer be 
preserved. New Labour treats 
the unions like aged, faintly 
unsavoury relatives whose exis- 
tence is acknowledged by in- 
frequent , guarded contacts. Mr 
Blair was never going to allow 
a resurgence of union power in 
Britain. He might as well have 
post-dated his own electoral 
death warrant Hence, the set- 
ting of the minimum wage at the 
lowest end of expectations. 

As for union recognition, 
the details will be hedged 
around with enough barriers 
and conditions to defend a 
citadel; the moderates will be 
accused of having faded their 
members, and the left will 
profit further. This is largely the * 
fault of the TUC for making 
recognition the keystone of its 
relations with a Labour gov- 
ernment 

. The best advice in such a 
predicament comes from Mar- 
shall Foch in 1924: “My centre 
is giving way, my right is in re- 
treat situation excellent I shall 
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This is no time for song: John Monks (centre). General Secretary of the TUC, at tiie 1997 conference 


attack.” The trade unions need 
to think again about what they 
are for, whom they serve and 
how. That demands as thor- 
ough and daring a reappraisal 
as any undertaken by the 
Blairites when they forged New 
Labour out of the compost of 
the Old 

But too many trade union- 
ists embraced the return of a 
Labour government in the fond 
expectation that it would am- 
ply roll back the tide of hostil- 
ity which engulfed them in the 
Thatcher years. It cost Mr 
Blair nothing to reinstate the 
unions at GCHQ. Signing the 
Social Chapter was a gesture 
towards the EU - the unions 
were incidental beneficiaries. 
But no sooner was the ink dry 
than he was warning the rest of 
Europe about the dangers of 
imposing “a burden of extra 
costs on employers". When it 
comes to economic models, Mr 
Blair does not quite know 
which way he is facing. 

We can surmise, however, 
that he does not share the un- 
fettered enthusiasm for the 
European social agenda em- 
braced so fervently by John 
Monks at the TUC Mr Monks 
venerates as a “model of 
civilised prosperity” the Ger- 
man trade unions. When it 
comes to their admiration for 
Germany, British union leaders 


entertain a vision as obsolete as 
Lederhosen and oom-pafa 
bands. The corporatism of post- 
war Germany is under attack 
and wiD not survive the nest five 
years in its present form. In the 
East, employees regularly vote 
to bypass collective bargaining 
in order to maximise jobs. 
There is no future for British 
trade unions in aping a failing 
German consensus. 

Mr Monks is credited with 
coining the phrase “New 
Unionism” to reflect a shift 
away from militancy and to- 
wards co-operation. Beyond 
the name, innovations are few. 
The fatal flaw in the psyche of 
the unions is an abiding desire 
to win rights from government 
and wrest concessions from 
employers, instead of asking 
themselves what they might do 
themselves to stop the slide in 
membership and ensure that 
companies value them as assets. 

New Labour, meanwhile, 
is snipping one strand of its 
union ties after another. Fund- 
ing of the election campaign by 
the brothers dropped from 90 
percent in 1992 to 25 per cent 
in 1997. Less than a quarter of 
the party’s annual funding 
comes from them, as opposed 
to half three years ago. 

The institutional role of the 
unions delivers far more to 
Labour in terms of funding and 


benefits in kind than it does to 
the trade unions. But they are 
astonishingly slow to see that 
they are being taken for a ride. 
If the unions put a fraction of 
the effort into widening their 
services to members that they 
put into arcane arguments 
about the impact of percentage 
thresholds for recognition, they 
would be better placed to stem 
the exodus of workers. The 
unions will only prosper, like 
any other voluntarist associa- 
tion, if they offer people good 
reasons to be members. 

In an uncertain world, they 
could begin to do so by redis- 
covering the mutualism of their 
co-operative roots. Blue-collar 
workers are most vulnerable to 
the decline in public services. 
They often lack the time, the 
means and the skills to adapt 
the way they plan their savings 
and other provisions to rapid- 
ly changing circumstances. 
Unions that offer sound inde- 
pendent financial and mortgage 
advice and hammer out good 
insurance and private pension 
deals can be an asset to com- 
panies as well as workers. 

On a wider scale. Unison - 
even the bits of it not in the grip 
of permanent revolutionaries - 
is short-righted to reject the in- 
troduction of private funding in 
the health service. Its members 
suffer from the over-burdened 


NHS as much as anyone else. 
Ultimately, there trill be pri- 
vate-public partnership. They 
might as well get used to it now 
and try to influence the terms. 

Strategically, the unions’ 
position is weak and likely to 
grow weaker unless they 
change. Does it not occur to 
their leaders that they should 
make their own plans to ditch 
the Labour party first? If Mr 
Blair is aiming to create a 
broad centre-left coalition, pos- 
sibly by a change in the voting 
system, the unions are in a very 
strong position to make ad 
hoc alliances elsewhere. 

The Liberal Democrats - 
more collectivist in their think- 
ing than much of New Labour 

- would be the obvious place 
to start. In a devolved Scotland, 
there would be a rich seam in 
making common cause with the 
lolloping SNP. 

Thily independent trade 
unions would have far more 
chance of influencing Gov- 
ernment than those formally, 
but ineffectually, linked to 
Labour. They should grasp 
the chance- to reinvent them- 
selves as a campaigning, sup- 
portive network, ensuring 
.minimum conditions for the 
dignity and well-being of work- 
ing people- in other words, the 

- reason they were formed in the 
first place. 
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Posh luwie projects look for an alternative to public subsidy 
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ROSIE 

MILLARD 


APPARENTLY, Kent is a 
desert. The county fondly 
known as the Garden of Eng- 
land should be rechristened 
the Gobi of England. “Artis- 
tically speaking, of course," 
said the eminent barrister 
John Macdonald QG who is 
also chairman of Kent Opera. 

Kent Opera has something 
of a chequered past Its Arts 
Council grant was abolished a 
few years ago, whereupon, 
after a huge outcry, it abol- 
ished itself Now it plans to as- 
cend from the ashes, an oasis 
in the desert that is Kent. 

“Our next production is 
Monteverdi’s Orfeo” an- 
nounced Mr Macdonald, at a 
champagne-fuelled press con- 
ference in his elegant Lin- 
coln’s Ion chambers. “But as 


we return from the under- 
world, we will not be looking 
back to see whether our for- 
mer finufingbotfies will be fol- 
lowing us.” He paused,' to 
enable our rather slower 
minds to get the joke. “Ws are 
not afraid of helping our- 
selves.” 

Kent Opera, like so many 
other arts bodies across the 
country, has realised it is 
pointless bleating for subsidy. 
During the Tbry years, when 
they weren’t chanting “That- 
cher! Out!”, arts companies 

were forever banging on abont 
more subsidy. However, as 
soon as Thatcher and her 
gang were indeed ousted, 
everything all went quiet on 
the funding appeal front For 
arts people knew that al- 


though Conservatives weren't 
exactly spendthrifts, they were 
more likely to wave through 
dough for posh luwie projects 
than Labour, historically ner- 
vous of arts subsidy. 

The Government is thrilled 
to support schemes such as 
Arts For Every one, which ex- 
tends that magical concept of 
“access”. But money for ex- 
cellence might also mean - 
dare I say it - Elitism? Foiget 
it High culture is simply not 
welcome on the grant appli- 
cation form. 

So, Kent Opera has dump- 
ed the begging bawl and come 
up with a sort of Blairist stake- 
holding number. You, the 
opera buff, donate £100. In 
return you get one free tick- 
et and foe sneaky gratification 


that you are helping the highly 
un-PC art form of opera. It is 
rather like sponsoring an ele- 
phant at London Zoo, except 
yon get a selection of arias 
rather than a waring trunk. 

The war artist John Keane 
has had foe same idea. I re- 
ceived a letter from him the 
other day asking for £100 to 
help with his commercial rates 
bill; in return you receive a 
limited -edition print. Keane 
has written to 60 art lovers and 
had cheques from more than 
half, including people like 
Harold Pinter. 

What inspired self-help 
this is, one thinks. Except 
that you can only pull this 
stunt once. Keane’s rates will 
go on and on, but how much 
wall space has Pinter got? He 


may be a fan, but does he want 
a Keane artwork eveiy year for 
the next decade? 

And exclusive private sup- 
port has its own artistic thorns. 
Kent Opera may weU build up 
a brigade of opera lovers 
thirsting for decent shows 
outside London. However, in 
return, the company former- 
ly headed by that iconoclast 
Michael Tippett may have to 
put on productions that spon- 
sors wflL want to use their free- 
bies on. 

And because people are 
happiest with familiarity, tra- 
ditional operas will always 
have foe edge. But endless 
productions of Figpro or La 
ZhzvBz&z will not turn Kent into 
the artistic hotbed it has the 
potential to become. 


Homeboys 

WHILE charity begins at home, sure- 
ly crime prevention should start at the 

Home Office- Perhaps this was Liberal 
Democratic MP Ronnie Feant’s mo- 
tivation when he asked Home Secre- 
tary Jack Straw last month for a list of 
all the equipment stolen from his de- 
partment over the past five years. The 
list m akes amazing reading. Abont 
£275,000 worth of computers, rr 
equipment, vehicles, camcorders and 
other goods have fallen off the back 
of the Home Office tony since 1993, 
with by far the worst losses akfag place 
between 1995-97, during Michael 
Howard’s regime. Pandora was par- 
ticularly struck by the theft of so 
much gar dening equipment, indndng 
a tractor, lawnmower and brush cut- 
ter, plus many power look. Who are 


all these people who seem to be con- fAJNLM 

farin g the Home Office with then to- . 

cal Hotnebase DIY stores and why 
can’t they be stopped? 

to onr political correspondent Snrafy 
, , landmines are a political issue, bat 

Lottery ISUldmine Pandora wishes that Camelofs cyn- 
1 . kal support for the late Princess 

WHAT do Joan Annatrading, Tim Diaim’s most pifoficised charity effort 
flqmaa, ™Sd£ Linford Christie, could be bwied 6ft deep. 

Sir Terence Conran and David Hock- 

Deep blue 

pb oto gr^>hs ,, toabooksp«isoredby 

Camelot on behalf of something EVhKION’S escape fr 
caHed tbe Project. A re- oct of the Premiership fc 

eeption is being held on Unseat a employees of foe Govern 


£)ORA Tory druggies Star wars 


is to support the ban on l a ndmines . 

Oddly, tfae invitation was put onion 
a ramrfo t letterhead addressed -not 
to this new^peris arts editor -but 


EVERSONS escape from relegation 
out of the Premiership had at least two 
employees of foe Government in a od- 
ebratozy mood yesterday. Peter Kfl- 
foyle at the Cabinet Office and Joe 
Irvin, John Prescott’s special advisor, 
are both zealous Toffee supporters. 


YESTERDAYS debate in the House 
of Commons on the second reading 
of the Competition Bill ostensibly 
pitted Labour’s DTI minister, 
Margaret Beckett, against her Tory 
opposite, John Redwood. Behind the 
scenes, however, the real conflict is 
entirely on foe Tbry benches between 
Redwood and Archie Norman, MP 
and rice-chairman of the Conserva- 
tive Party At issue is Redwooifs irish 
to protect the nation’s small phar- 
macies against a move by national 
supermarket chains which want to 
se& over-tbe-coanter non-prescription 
drags at a discounted price. The' 
supermarket which pioneered this 
commercial strategy is Asda, whose 
former chairman is, of coarse, Archie 
Norman. 


PERHAPS young Hotywood hotshots 
wofad be wise to avoid the mean streets 
of Manhattan. In recent months, 
director Quentin Thrantino has al- 
legedly been involved in several bar 
brawls in New York that have result- 
ed in multi-mfllion-dollarlawsuits be- 
ing lodged against tbe former video 
Shop derk. Now Leonardo DiCaprio 
has been an uncomfortably dose wit- 
ness to a street fight involving anoth- 
er actor and a screenwriter outside 
fashionable Morgan’s Hold. The key 
evidence - a security videotape - is be- 
ing withheld by the nearby Polish 
Gxsubte on foe grounds of diplomatic 
immunity. Fandom was reliewd to hear 
that DiCaprio was back in Hollywood 
this weekend, lookingfor a suitable Bd 
Air mansion. 
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William Newland 


Bebe Rebozo 


THE POTTER William New- 
land had bold theories about 
day and creativity which he of- 
ten planned to write down. 
Now wc will never read his 
thoughts on the Great Knerie 
(Newiand's term fora basic pat- 
tern found on prehistoric pots 
excavated in the Euphrates) 
and on the origins of sgraffito. 
But his work remains, an array 
of prancing thrown-and- 
assembled tin-glaze bulls with 
curved boms, handsome 
thrown platters on which he 
drew mythological scenes, 
proud press-moulded cockerels 
and great press-moulded dish- 
es slip-painted with big birds and 
Matissean heads. 

Newland was bom in 1919 at 
Masterton in the Woirarapa, the 
premier sheep-farming area of 
North Island, New Zealand, 
and his voice never lost a slight, 
musical Kiwi twang. His grand- 
father had jumped ship in 1870 
and went up into the hiUs be- 
hind Wellington to start the set- 
tlement known as Newiands. 
His father was a sheep and cat- 
tle drover and a stock buyer. 

By the age of 13 Newland 
was a drover too, with a horse 
and five dogs, able to keep a 
thousand sheep together and on 
the move. During the Depres- 
sion he and his brother ran a 
butcher's shop in Masterton 
and he attended evening class- 
es in drawing. When the Second 
World War broke out he joined 
the New Z ealan d Expeditionary 
Force and served in Greece and 
the Middle East followed by 
three years as a prisoner of war 
in Italy and Germany. 

In a PoW camp at Goriitz in 
Sudetenland he met white Rus- 
sians - “marvellous men, artists 
and architects'* - and studied 
Kjxnon Nicoiaides' The Natur- 
al Why to Draw (1941 ), an in- 
spirational book filled with 
reproductions of the world’s 
most beautiful drawings from 
both East and West Newland 
began to paint and draw his fel- 
low prisoners with crayons and 
paints sent by the Red Cross. 

From 1945 until 1947 he 


studied painting at Chelsea 
School of Art, going - on, as 
part of an agreement he made 
with the New Zealand govern- 
ment, to train as a teacher at the 
Institute of Education, at Lon- 
don University. There he dis- 
covered a remarkable natural 
facility with day, attending Dora 

Biliingt era's classes at the Cen- 
tral School of Arts and Crafts 
and reading Marion Richard- 
son on education and art 

He saw himself doing for ce- 
ramics what Richardson had 
done for painting in schools. La 
ceramic terms this meant a 
healthy suspicion of the cer- 
tainties of Bernard Leach's 
overnight 1940 classical Potter's 
Book. Newland did not like 
ihe idea of "sitting in Blooms- 
bury painting bamboo leaves on 
pots with a Chinese brush**. In 
1948 he became a lecturer at die 
Institute and also gave eve ning , 
classes at Central 

His energy and ability drew 
numerous painters taking an art 
teacher’s diploma to ceramics. 
Margaret Hine (whom he mar - 
ried in 1950), Nicholas Vfergette, 
James Tower, John Reeve and 
Ian Auid were all taught by 
Newland and all went on tobe- 
come potters of the first rank. 

Like many British artists af- 
ter the Second World War, 
Newland looked south for in- 
spiration, immersing himself in 
Mediterranean culture, ancient 
and modem. In 1949 he trav- 
elled in Spain with Margaret 
Hine and Nicholas Verge tte, 
studying country potteries 
and payinga visit to Malaga to 
look at tin-glazed Hispano- 
Moresque wares. 

Tin-glaze and the casual 
light-hearted beauties of Pi- 
casso's ceramics came to rep- 
resent an alternative to the 
solemn aesthetic of neo- 
Oriental stoneware. Newland, 
Hine and Vfergette’s 1954 show 
at the Studio Club in Swallow 
Street revealed the strong in- 
fluence of Picasso combined 
with long hours in the British 
Museum studying Tang horses 
and day figures from Tarentum. 




Spectacularly generous: Donald Craigmyle 


Announcements for Gazette 
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS 
(Births, Adoptions, Marrltgw, 
Deaths, Memorial services, Wtakfing 
anniversaries, bn Memortam) should 
be sent In writing to the Gazette Ed- 
itor, The Independent, I Canada 
Square, Canary Wtarl London EM 
SDL, telephoned Go 0171-2932012 (24- 
hour answering machine 0171-293 
2011 ) or fexed to 0171-299 20(0, and 
are charged at £6.50 a Hoe (VAT 
extra).' OTHER Gazette announce- 
ments (notices, functions. Fort h- 
coming marriag e s. Mar ria g es) must 
be submitted in-writing (or faxed) 
and are charged at £10 a 8 no, VAT 
extra. They should be accompanied 
by a daytime telephone number. 


Birthdays 

Mr Burt Bacharach, composer, 69; 
Mr Alan Ball, football manager, S3; 
Mr Dominic Cadbury, chairman, 
Gadbary Schweppes. 58; Sir Cyril 
Chan tier. Principal. United Medical 
and Dental Schools of Guy’s and St 
Thomas's Hospitals, 59: Mr Michael 
Coates, former chairman. Price Wa- 
terhouse, 74; Miss Susan Hamp- 
shire, actress, 56; Mr Nicky Henson, 
actor. S3; Miss Katharine Hepburn, 
91; Mr Henry Hodson, former 
Provost of Ditchley and former Ed- 
itor, Annual Rc&ster. 92; Baroness 
Kennedy of the Shsws QC, 48; The 
Earl of Kimberley, member of the 
House of Lords Defence Study 


The OBITUARIES frmaB address b 
obituaries© independantmnk 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Life Mbr, anon* arecepDoo lo announce far 
«n.-A^jf nl firwhiM n nf I he William Shiplcr Ap- 
peal* the Royal Society tot the Eixuuiv g M BMt 
at Am. Manufactures and Osanerae, Joan 
Adam Sum. Union WCS a* Wm bom a tea 
pony ai BocUnttaa Palace tor Wh im e w to 

celebrate Vbiunmy Service Qwiaa o»- 


vooDiuy ^ 

nfucremr. tad maaads the Scairak Awards Ccr- 

<moaj bluer al OatkfaaO. 

Prhaax Royal, neddcobSwc ihrCMitan ftad. 
viwu tbca headquarter* al Mart lUndw 
Hiiusc. Grtmr Lane. Gusberoefl. London 5E5; 
m. Prewkm. Aotaul Health Inert. chan* lie lo- 


ad Meeite at Bad ifasb m W a fts wd L * 

President ttfAftas. Grime Concent, onsade daar 
Idfli mii w eisary . Tim Onto of Ch ouo n car- 
Xrs on gnaM l cB S in Haapdi hc and as 


the exhibition 'Rtrcfo Art from tbe 

Idrmiau Criterion. Tokyo’ al tho mawm. 
LoadanWCl. ■ 


tifcpreadent. United Biscuits, 75; Mr 
Eric Lyall, chairman. Pearl Group, 
74; Sir Roger Moate, former MP, 60; 
The Right Rev Hugh Moetcfiore. far- 
mer Bishop of Birmingham, 78; Ms 
Jenni Murray, broadcaster, 48; Dr 
Sam Nujonta, president of Namibia, 
69; Mr Chris Patten, farmer Gover- 
nor of Hong Kong. 54; Miss Rosalind 
SaviH, Director, the Wdlace Collec- 
tion, 47; Mr Frederick Smithies, 
schoolteacher and trade union 
leader. 69; Dr Miriam Stoppard, 
writer and broadcaster. 61; Miss 
Deborah ^hreer, theatre director, 39; 
Mr Steve Winwood, rock anger and 
composer. 50; Sir Paul Wright (Life 
FteerV fanner Head of the Diplomatic 
Service, S3. 


Changing of th* Guard 

TJw HomehuU Conin' Mounted RrtJmcxi 
BWunBlhcQueni l *UfcOiBnlBtHo» u O»w*. 
Ilnur In Bamboo CMdHream Guard* taouots 
ihc Queen's Gwuri. « Buefefatham Mace. 
1 I JOnrt, taod ponded by thr Wfcfab Guards. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Edward Lear, artist, hu- 
morist and versifier, 1812; Flore nce 
Nightingale, pioneer of .nursing, 
IS20; Dante Gabriel Rossetti, poet 


■ipr - 


The accessible humanism 
of Newiand’s ceramics was 
recognised by Stuan Mason, the 
Director of Education for 
Leicestershire who bought 
quaa-rcJigkxJs^nraDve pieces 
like Daniel and the Lion and a 
series of variants on the flight 
into Egypt for Devotional. 
Rooms in Leicestershire’s 
bright new schools. Newiand's 
magnificent large bowi of 1955, 
with a brushed image of Europa 
and the Bull, suggests his 
capacity for the grand gesture. 

- Much of Hine and .New- 
iand’s joint work of the 1950s 
and early 1960s enlivened the 
interiors of coffee bars and 
restaurants with figurative 
groups l>f fisher ma n anf l liarlu- 
qofris and women releasing 
doves or seated on donkeys. In 
the 1960s they created playful 
interiors for the Kaye brothers’ 
Golden Egg chain of restau- 
rants. Few of these schemes sur- 
vive, although their voluptuous 
reliefs of Indian gods and 
goddesses can still seen at 
the restaurant Mumtaz near 
Regent's Park. 

Underpinning all Newiand’s 
work and teaching was a sense 
of social responsibility and a 
special kind of robust New 

Tfialiin H ugalilarianiBn T-Tp. was 

passionate about his role at the 
Institute of Education. He be- 
lieved that working with day 
was a powerful therapeutic 
force and that to create in 
three dimensions was a crucial, 
tf neglected, aspect erf visual ed- 
ucation, teaching what be called 
“tactile knowing**. He believed 
that giving young chil dren clay 
at school would result in future 
generations of better archi- 
tects, town planners and de- 
signers. Partly thanks to 
Newland and his relations with . 
county education officers, pot- 
tery was taught in most sec- 
ondary schools after the war 
and kilns and other equi pmen t 
were installed. 

As a member of Sir John 
Summerson’s National Council 
for Diplomas in Art and Design 
(NCDAD) Newland also 



tceoozjj » in.*- ~ . 

ward tale of poor boy made 

* He was born in 1^12 the 
ninth arid youngest .child of an 
^Miinrant Oihan asar-makcr- - 




Tactile knowing’: Newland with Rooster, terracotta, 19% 


Photograph: Ed Barber 


played a crucial part in the en- 
couragement of ceramics in art 
schools after 1962. In recent 
years, to Newiand’s sorrow, 
there has been no specialist pot- 
tery instructor at foe institute. 

Developments in education 
in the 1980s, especially the shift 
away from material-based 
tea dung in schools, caused him 
much concern. Just after the war 
it was different 


Everyone was full a/enthasissm. Ws 
all thought that we were going to 
change the world. This sort of spir- 
it was in the day, il was in the paint, 
in the teaching of painting , in the 
teaching of craft. Kidswere going to 
paint If they wanted to, pot if they 
Rented to, weave, book-bind . . . 


After retirement from full- 
time work at the institute in 
1982 he continued to run the 
Bedford Way Gallery in the foy- 
er of the Institute of Education. 
This was very much his creation 


and was used to mount a series 
of stimulating exhibitions look- 

ing at craft, art and design in the 
context of education. The area 
has now been turned into a 
bookshop. Retirement also en- 
abled Newland to devote more 
energy to his own work. 

The death of his wife and 
collaborator Margaret in 1987 
hh him hard, but the 1980s and 
1990s saw the rediscovery of his 
work of the 1950s and numer- 
ous students and researchers 
paid him court, charmed by his 
joie de vfiTe, by his practical and 
original theories about educa- 
tion and by his deep under- 
standing of ceramic b&ory and 
technique. In 1996 he bad a 
splendid retrospective exhibi- 
tion organised by Aberystwyth 
Arts Centre which gave him 
much pleasure. 

Newland remained a dash- 


ing figure to the. end, fond of a 
rolled cigarette and a glass of 
red wine. He was a keen gar- 
dener and a superb cook. He 
embodied that optimistic post- 
war spirit which perceived the 
practice of all the aits as a 
peaceful civilised reparation 
for the miseries and trauma of 
war. He leaves a daughter. 
Salty, an illustrator and painter, 
and a son, Jeremy, a potter. 

Tailya. Harrod 


Rupert WSem Newktnd. potter aid 
teacher: bom Masterton, New 
Zealand 5 February 1919; Lectur- 
er, Institute of Education, London 
Urwertity. prat-time 1949-60, 1986- 
92. fv&rime 1962-86; Tutor, Cen- 
tral School of Arts and Crafis 
1949-60; married 1950 Margaret 
Hine (died {987; one son, one 
daughter); died High Y^fcombe, 
Buckinghamshire 30 April 1998. 


Lord Craigmyle 


AN AMERICAN who created 
a name for himself at the post- 
war Oxford Union thus began 
his maiden speech: ‘Aftera term 
and a half, Mr President Sir, I 
feel I have made iL I am on first- 
name terms with the Editor of 
tbe/ss and foe Lord Cragntyte.” 

The fact that Donald Craig- 
myle - “Craigie” to most of his 
many friends - was distinctly 
one of the “personalities” of foe 
Oxford of this period repre- 
sented the successful resolution 
of a serious personal problem. 
He was tom between acute 
shyness and an intense love of 
people and life. He suffered 
from this, far from rare, conflict 
in a much more painful sense 
than do most people, and it nev- 
er realty left him. The success- 
ful manner, however, in which 
became to terms with it was the 
key, at least to a great extent, 
to his many considerable 
achievements in later life. 

Thomas Donald Mackay 
Shaw was born in 1923, and be- 
came the third Lord Craigmyle 
on the death of his father in 
1944. (The first, ennobled in 
1929, had been another Thomas 
Shaw, a former Lord Advocate 
of Scotland.) The previous year, 


on leaving Eton, he had joined 
die RNVR as an ordinary sea- 
man and he took his seat in the 
House of Lords, in 1945, in his 
bell-bottomed naval uniform. 

At Oxford, where he read 
Modern History at Corpus 
Christ! College, he was occa- 
sionally via ted by his mother, to 
whom he was very dose and to 
whom he was doubly indebted. 
Through her, a Mackay, the 
daughter of the first Earl of 
Inchcape (eminent shipowner 
and chairman of P & O), he 
came into an eDormous fortune. 
But he also inherited, in foil 
measure, his mother's wealth of 
gentleness and charm. 

Blessed by a total absence of 
snobbery and a splendid gift for 
mimicry, Donald Craigmyle 
was invariably the centre, at Ox- 
ford gatherings, of a convivial 
knot of laughing friends. This 
was especially the case when his 
mother was present As she sat 
in a chair he would crouch or 
kneel at her side while intro- 
ducing his friends. His con- 
stant fingering of his trim but 
vigorous red beard was the 
only outward sign of his ner- 
vousness, while his infectious 
bursts of laughtei were famous 


throughout the university. His 
beard, moreover, contributed to 
his jaunty air, somewhat belied 
by a slightly sad look in his fine- 
set eyes when his face was in re- 
pose. Few suspected his inner 
straggle and most presumed 
he was naturally gregarious. 

No successful coming to 
terms with so pronounced an 
extrovert-introvert private con- . 
flict can be achieved without 
some paying of a psychological 
price. So it was with Craigmyle 
in the post-war years; but his re- 
silience, strengthened by faith, 
was rewarded by his love -match 
with Anthea Rich, the gifted 
artist daughter of the High An- 
glican Canon Edward Rich. 
They were married in 1955, 
DoDald following Anthea into 
the Roman Catholic Church in 
1956. Their marriage was a sin- 
gularly successful partnership in 
every sense. They had four sous 
and three daughters; to be the 
head and centre of a closely knit 
family was a source of lifelong 
joy to him. 

His distinctly non-combative 
and sensitive nature would not 
have fitted him for a conven- 
tional business career. But the 
happy combination of financi a l 


flair with his other qualities had 
an important result His for- 
mation in 1959, with a friend, 
of Craigmyie & Gj, marked the 
beginning of Britain’s most suc- 
cessful and longest-established 
fund-raising consultancy. 

By the world at large, how- 
ever, Donald Craigmyle is best 
remembered for his extensive 
involvement in charitable ac- 
tivities, predominantly of a Ro- 
man Catholic nature. He was 
also, in his private capacity, 
spectacularly generous on a 
scale unknown to most of bis 
friends and even, sometimes, to 
his own family. 

Among the many charitable 
associations with which he was 
involved, as chairman, director, 
active member or substantial 
contributor, there were at least 
a dozen in the Roman Catholic 
field, and an equal number in 
the secular world. Some of 
these activities overlapped into 
both groups such as the Linaare 
Centre, the Pro-Life Group 
and the Society for the Protec- 
tion of the Unborn Child. He 
was, from 1989 to 1995, Presi- 
dent of the British Association 
of the “Sovereign Military Or- 
deraf Malta” -that order of the 


Knights of Malta whose exis- 
tence in Britain has been lik- 
ened to Voltaire's description of 
the Holy Roman Empire as 
“neither holy, Roman nor an 
empire”. In 1993 he was award- 
ed the prestigious papal honour 
of Knight Commander with 
Star of the Order of Hus DC. 

His long service on the 
board of management of Lon- 
don's Hospital of St John and 
St Elizabeth and his presiden- 
cy of the St Thomas Fund for 
the Homeless (to say nothing of 
his work with tire St John’s Am- 
bulance Brigade) contributed to 
his ease of manner with the sick 
and dispossessed. It is no ex- 
aggeration to say that his rap- 
port with such men and women 
was truly remarkable. 

He was a long-serving mem- 
ber and ultimately President of 
the Catholic Union of Great 
Britain,^ body monitoring pub- 
lic affairs within a Ro man Cath- 
olic and general socio-moral 
contexL This usefully comple- 
mented his work, for over half a 
century, as spokesman on such 
matters in tire House of Lords. 

The fact that his London 

home was also his office (he also 
had a house in Knoydart, in the 


and and painter, 1828; Sir Lennox 
Randal Frauds Berkeley, composer, 
1903; Wilfrid Hyde while, actor, 
1903. Deaths: George Chapman, 
playwright and translator, 1634; John 
Smith QC MR Leader of the Labour 
Party, 1994. On this day: the Gen- 
eral Strike iu Britain collapsed, 1926 ; 
the coronation of King George VI 
and Queen Elizabeth took place,. 
1937; the voting age in Britain was 
reduced from 21 to 18 , 1969. Today 

is the Feast Day of St Dominic of the 


LAW REPORT: 12MAY1998 


from the legendary 
Hughes, but no 
was ever proven. Quietty. 

bozo would raise money to 


HUnupaui “tr* . 

He worked his way up the busi- 
ness ladder, from petrol-station 
clerk to petrol-station owner, 
and then prominent Florida 
buiker, and pillar of the local 
community, who served as 
chairman of the Key Biscayne 
Chamb er of Commerce, and m 

1976 as commodore of the Key 

Biscayne Yacht Club. By Amer- 
ican standards, pretty routine 
stuff What singled Rebozo out 
was a friendship that lasted 
more than half a life. 

He met Richard Nixon m 
1950. the year the future Pres- 
ident was first elected to the 
Senate. For whatever reason, 
the complex, ambitious, yet 
deepty insecure young politi- 
cian and the unassuming and 
down-to-earth CubanAmencan 

would become soul mates. In 
the rise, fail and rise again of 
Richard Nixon, Rebozo was 
one of the few constants. 

In good times as well as bad 
- in Washington, at the presi- 
dential retreat of Camp David, 
at the “winter White House** in 
Key Biscayne, on the presi- 
dential yacht Sequoia — he was 
crony, confidant and drinking 
partner to the man he would un- 
til the end of his life address as 
■ “Mr President”. Nixon was a 
political chameleon who could 
adopt a dozen personalities 
but, as his former aide Bill 
Safire would write, “When he 
didn’t want to be anyone bat 
himself, he called for Bebe 
Rebozo.” 

If friendship is forged in 
adversity, nothing sealed this 
one as ^fatergate. Though he 
was never a political or policy 
adviser in any formal sense. Re- 
bozo's sheer proximity to Nixon 
made him a target of investi- 
gators. He was questioned by 
Sam Ervin’s Senate Select 
Committee, for having accept- 
ed a cash contribution of 
5100,000 to the Nixon campaign 


help meet urc 

close Nixon retamers Kke John 
Eriichman. Never, even « the 
darkest days, did ho kryahy 
waver. . , „ 

Few days were darter than 
1 August 1974. The Supreme 
Court had forced Nixon to 

hand over the “smoking pm 

Watergate tapes and, two days 
earlier, the House Judfciaiy 
Committee bad voied the 
first two articles of imp each- 0 
menL Rebozo flew up from 
Miami to Washington tojom 
Nison, ami at 7pm that evening 
the two men boarded the 

Sequoia. • 

As they cruised ute Potomac 

river, Nison toW him he bad de- 
cided to resign- “You. can't do 

it,” Rebozo replied. “Tfou have 

got to continue to fight- Ybu just 
don’t know how many people 
are still for you." Box ultimate- 
ly even the unbreakabty loyal 
Rebozo was persuaded there 
was no alternative. Exactly a 
week later, facing certain im- 
peachment, the 37th President 
stepped down. t f j 

If anything, in the bleak v 
aftermath of disgrace, Rebczo’s . 
friendship became more valu- 
able still. . Nothing cheered 
Nixon up more than his pres- 


party organised by his wife 
ffct at San Clemente on 9 Jan- - 
nar y 1975, where the former 
President was moved to insist ; 
the assembled company feast 
on caviar given him by the 
Shah of Iran. 

A few years later, the 
pnblic “rehabilitation" of 
Richard Nixon began. But for 
Bebe Rebozo, right until the<> 
former President's death in ^ 
1994, no rehabilitation was ever 
necessary. ... 


Rupert Co rn w al l 


Charles Gregory fEehe*? Rebaza 
banker and businessman: bom 
7anp4 Florida 17 November 1912; 
married; (Bed IVBami.-Fhrida 8 
May 1998. 


West Highlands) enabled him 
to combine work with spending 
as much time as possible with 
his family, whose members fro- - 
quentty accompanied him on 
working pflgrimages to Lourdes ' 
and elsewhere. His large and 
kwety house in the Boltons was * J 
also the venue of many notable 
social and charitable events. 

There were many examples, 
on such occasions, of the same 
winning ways he had exhibited 
at Oxford A guest who felt mo- 
mentarity out of things might 
suddenly have a sausage or 
canape popped into his or her 
startled but delighted mouth by 
an over-vigilant host. 


Gerard Noel 


Thomas Donald Mackay Shaw, 
philanthropist bom 17 November 
1923; succeeded 1944 as third 
Baron Craigmyle: chairman, Craig- 
myle & Co 1959-98; Secretary- 
General, British Association, Sover- 
eign Military Order of Malta 
1979-83, Vice-President 1983-89, 
President 1989-95; President, 
CathoBc Union of Great Britain 
1993-98; married 1955 Anthea 
Rich (three sons, three daughters, 
and one son deceased); died 
London 30 April 1998. 


Pregnant woman was entitled to refuse Caesarian 


Causeway, St Epiphmrus ofSalamxs, 
Si Elhelhard.’St German us of Con- 


Si Etbelhaxd.’St German us of Con- 
stantinople, St John Stone. St Modo- 
althg, Saints Netens and AfifrObgis. St 
Pancras of Borne and St Rktnida. 


Regina v ColUns and otfien, 
ex parte S; Court of Appeal 
(Lady Justice Buder-Stoss, Lord 
Justice Judge and Lord Justice 
Robert Walker) 7 May 1998 


Lectures 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Ge- 
ofirey Ope. “Is>too and 1930s Mod- 
ernist Furniture", 230pm. 

Tate Gaflerp Andrew Kennedy, 
“TUmer and Fetwortb", linn. - 
National P o r tra it Gallery: John 
Comer, “Henry Angela; Regency 
fencing- master and ainhor of remi- 
niscences”, 1.10pm. 

London School of Economics 
(Second Annual Darwin Lecture): 
Professor Rster Singer, “A Darwin- 
ian Left?” 530pm. 


Sheffield University 

The University of Sheffield is seek- 
ing nominations for a successor to 
Lord Dainton as Chancellor. Nom- 
inations maybe mode in writing to: 
Dr John Padley, Registrar and Sec- 
retory, The University of Sheffield, 
S10ZTN. The dosing dale for receipt 
of nominations is 31 May 1998. 


A PREGNANT woman was 
entitled to refuse medical treat- 
ment even though her own 
or her unborn child's life 
depended on it. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed an appeal against a de- 
claration that St George's 
Healthcare NHS Trust might 
carry out investigations and 
treatment, including Caesari- 
an section by general anaes- 
thetic, on S, who was suffering 
from severe pre-eclampsia but 
who refused to consent to such 
treatment. The court also al- 
lowed S’s applications for ju- 
dicial review of decisions to 
admit her to and detain her at 
Springfield Hospital under sec- 
tion 2 of the Mental Health Act 
1983; to transfer her to and de- 


tain and treat her at St 
George’s Hospital; to make foe 
application for a declaration,- to 
undertake the medical proce- 
dures which culminated in the 
birth of her child; and to return 
her to and treat her at Spring- 
field Hospital after the birth. 

S had sought to register as 
a new patient at a [oral NHS 
practice. She was approxi- 
mately 36 weeks pregnant, and 
had not sought ante-natal rare. 
Pre-eclampsia was diagnosed 
and she was advised that she 
needed urgent treatment, in- 
cluding admission to hospital 
for an induced delivery. With- 
out that treatment her health 
and life and those of her 
baby were in danger. She ful- 
ly understood the potential 
risks but rejected the advice, 
wanting her baby to be born 
naturally. 

S was seen by a social work- 
er approved under the Mental 
Health Act 1983, and two doc- 


tors. The social worker applied 
under section 2 of foe 1983 Act 
for S’s admission to Springfield 
Hospital for “assessment”, and 
the two doctors signed the 
necessary written recommen- 
dations. That eve ning S was ad- 
mitted to Springfield Hospital 
against ber will. 

She was then transferred, 
again against her will, to St 
George’s Hospital and in view 
of her continuing adamant re- 
fusal to consent to treatment, 
an application was made ex 
parte on behalf of the hospital 
authority as a result of which 
.Hogg J granted a declaration 
which dispensed with S’s con- 
sent to treatment. That night 
she was delivered of a baby girl 
by Caesarian section. 

Rickard Gordon QC and Barbara 
Hnson (Le&i Day 4 Co) fbrS; Uni 
Lester of Heme HW QC and Sever- 
lev Lang (SotidtoK Merton Borough 
Council) for Mg ColEns: Philip Ham 
QC and Monica Carrs-Frisk (Bevan 


.Ashford. Bristol) fisrPtidifauier Men- 
tal Health Services Trust and St 

George’s Healthcare NHS "Bitst. 


Lord Justice Judge said that 
even when his or her own life 
fo-P^nded on receiving medical 
treatment, an adult of sound 
mind was entitled to refuse iL 
That reflected the autonomy of 
each individual and the right 

of self-determination. 

While pregnancy increased 
the personal responsibilities 
of a woman it did not dimin- 
ish her entitlement to decide 
whether or not to undergo 
m«hcal treatmenL An unborn 
child was not a separate person 
from its mother. Its need for 


sent case had involved the re- 
moval of the baby from with- 
in the body of foe mother under 
physical compulsion- That con- 
stituted an infringement of the 
mother’s autonomy. 

For the purposes of deten- 
hon under section 2 efthe 1983 
Act, the detention must be re- 
lated to or linked with mental 
disorder. On the basis of the 
material available tq them the 
social worker and the doctors, 
both of whom bad dia g n ^y fi 
depression, had been entitled 
to conclude that S was suffer- 
ing from mental disorder, hat 
those involved in the decision 
to apply fo r admission under 


~ — “ am not pro- 

^wrher rights. She was 

titled not to be forced to submit 

to an invasion of her bodv 
against her will, whether her 
own life or that of her unborn 

child depended on it. 

The declaration in the pre- 


— — uuiua uclwccu a s Of. 

gnt need of treaimentarisi&g 
from her pregnancy, and the 
sc J>arate question whether her 
™ e ntal disorder warranted her 
detention. The application was 
therefore unlawful. 

Kate 0*HanfoiL Barrister 
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Official figures confirm recession in manufacturing 


By Diane Coyle 

Economics Edftor 

MANUFACI1JRING output fell for the 
second successive quarter in January to 
Much, according to official figures L 
terday. The decline, although small put 
it tectoctdty into recession, confirming 
feus about the damage being done to in- 
dushy by the strength of the pound. 

A separate survey of retail sales last 
onth suggested consumer spending 
£bt be stowmtL AkuMurin 


existent, yesterday’s batch of evidence was 
cheering news for those hoping for no fur- 
ther rise in interest rates. 

More light on the interest rate debate 
wfl] be shed by the publication tomorrow 
of the Bank of England's quarterly Infla- 
tion Report and of the latest figures on 
earnings and unemployment. The danger 
of overheating in the jobs market poses 
the biggest remaining risk on the inflation 
front. 

Manufacturing output was flat in 
March, and fell 0.1 per cent in the first 
quarter of the year. Tbtal industrial pro- 


duction, of which manufacturing & the 
biggest component, fell 03 per cent after 
a drop of nearly 0.9 per cent in the final 
quarter of last year. 

A bounce in ofl and gas extraction and 
the output of the electricity, gas and water 
industries in March took total production 
unexpectedly higher during the month. But 
the underlying annual growth rate in 
both manufacturing and industry as a 
whole was little above zero. 

Only the engineering industry -has 
withstood recession. Its output climbed 1.9 
per cent in the first quarter to a level 3.6 


per cent higher than a year ago. In con- 
. trust, textiles production fell Z2 per cent 
to stand 6.S per cent below its level a year 
earlier. 

Separate figures showed a further fall 
m the cost of manufacturers’ raw materials 
in April. They were down 0.9 per cent 
during the month and 9.0 per cent year- 
on-year. 

The fact that input costs have been 
falling for more then two years - thanks 
in large part to the rising pound - has 
allowed industry to offset rising labour 
costs and keep prices charged at the fac- 


tory gate little changed. Output prices rose 
0.1 per cent in April, and 1 per cerityear- 
on-year. But much of that rise was due to 
the increase in excise dudes announced 
in March’s Budget- 

One question mark hanging over the 
outlook for the Government’s target 
measure of inflation, the retail price in- 
dex less mortgage interest costs, is what 
will happen to prices at the factory gate 
if the pound fells even further. It has shed 

20 pfennigs since hitting its peak of 
DM3.10 last month. 

Another concerns the pace of consumer 


spending, which has so far kept retail price 
inflation stubbornly above its target. The 
latest survey by the British Retail 
Consortium showfed a bounce in sales in 
April following a very subdued March. 

However, the BRC said taking the two 
months together suggested a slowdown in 
the growth of high street spending had 
begun. The value of sales on a like-for-like 
basis rose 5.7 per cent in the year to April, 
up from just 0-4 per cent the previous 
month. But adjusting for the late Easter 
rhfcyeaT by taking the two months together 
suggested sales growth bad slowed. 



ram in Bronfman: they don’t understand 


talks with 


1*o lyG 


ram 


By Nigel Cope 

Associate City Editor 


SEAGRAM, the Canadian 
drinks and entertainment 
group whose takeover talks 
with EMI were abruptly ter- 
minated by the British compa- 
ny last week, has switched its 
attentions to PolyGram, the 
world’s largest music group 
whose roster of artists includes 
Elton John, Bon Jovi and 
Luciano Pavarotti. 

Insiders say talks are well- 
advanced and that a deal could 
be possible within weeks, valu- 
ing the Dutch-based busness at 
S9bn-$10bn (£5.4bn-£6bn). 

Neither side would com- 
ment yesterday but it is under* 
stood that discussions about a 
deal have been takingplace be- 
tween the two companies* ad- 
visers. Morgan Stanley is acting 
for Seagram, with Goldman 
Sachs advising PolyGram. 

A deal would transform. 
Seagram’s music interests as its 
UniversaJ/MCA operations are 
currently ranked a distant sixth 
in the big league of global 
music companies behind com- 
ijiSjues such as PolvGram.Time 
Earner, EMI and Bertels m a nn . 
Seagram's interest was prompt- 
ed by last week's announcement 
from Philips, the Dutch elec- 
tronics giant, which said it was 
considering its options over its 
75 per cent stake in the busi- 


ness . EMI's decision to termi- 
nate discussions with Seagram 
because no firm offer bad been 
received would have provided 
a further catalyst 

Analysts said a deal be- 
tween Seagram and PolyGram 
would be logical, as the two 
companies have complemen- 
tary portfolios. MCA’s main 
strength is in the US but it is 
weak in Europe, where Poly- 
Gram is a major player. 

“It would make sense but 
not quite as much sense as a 
Seagram deal with EMI," said 
one analyst. He pointed out that 
PolyGram's top management 
might not be so keen to step 
aside whereas EMI had al- 
ready restructured its top 
positions and currently had no 
chief executive. 

Another said the deal would 
be “like two drunks leaning 
against each other for Sup- 
port" as neither MCA nor 
PolyGram is performing well. 

In February BalyGram re- 
ported a 9 per cent rise in net 
income to 787m guilders 
(£246m) but said it had been 
affected by the slowdown in 
music sales and the impact of 
economic turmoil in the Bur 
East 

Edgar Bronfman, Seagram’s 
chief executive officer, has 
been under increasing pressure 
from investors who are un- 
happy about the weak perfor- 
mance of the business. They 


have been unimpressed by 
Seagram's sale of its big stake 
in Du Pont, the US chemicals 
business, to finance the S5.7bn 
purchase of MCA in 1995. 
Since then the value of DuPont 
stock has soared while Sea- 
gram’s shares have under-per- 
formed expectations. 

Although Seagram bas ap- 
parently switched its attentions 
to PolyGram, analysts said EMI 
may still not be out of the spot- 
light. They said that although 
EMI terminated talks with Sea- 
gram last Friday, tile Canadi- 
an group could still come back 
with a firm offer. 

“If they came back with 
650p per share it might be se- 
riously tempting," said one an- 
alyst. “One thing that bas 
become dear over the iast few 
weeks is that EMI is obviously 
in play.” 

EMI shares fell 38p to 535p 
as they responded to the corn- 
parly’s termination of the Sea- 
gram talks, which was made an 
hour after the stock market 
dosed on-Friday. 

Both sides have since been 
trying to claim the upper hand. 
Sources dose to Seagram claim 
that it was EMI that ap- 
proached Seagram about a 
possible deal. This version of 
events is dismissed by some in- 
dustry experts, who say it was 
the Canadians who took the 
initiative. 

Outlook, page 21 


HOLDING talks with two mu- 
sic industry majors in the 
space of a fortnight is testimony 
to the determination of Edgar 
Bronfman, Seagram’s CEO, 
to catapult his business into the 
musk business Site. But on 
Wall Street Mr Bronfman Is 
criticised for considering the 
purchase of a record wwnpany 
at all. 

Many analysts there be- 
lieve Seagram has enough 
problems without expanding its 
MCA-Universal business at a 
time when the decline of super- 
groups and the rise of digital 
recording are tmderminliug its 
profits. 

Mr Bronfman, though, feels 
people simply don’t under- 
stand him. He complained at 
an industry conference in New 
York in March that some peo- 
ple still believe he bought Uni- 
versal three years only so be 
could pursue his side career as 
a songwriter. His credits in- 
clude tiie theme song for last 
year’s Sylvester Stallone film 
DqjUght. 

Bat it is dear that Seagram 
has been having a tough time. 

Two films that Universal 
was hanking on. Primary Col- 
ors and Mercury Rising , 
bombed, l eading to the depar- 
ture of several top executives. 
And the company’s main spir- 
its and TYopicana juice busi- 
ness is under pressure in Asia, 
one of its main markets. 

*Td give him an k F for be- 
ing attuned to shareholder val- 
ue," said one Seagram investor: 

Shareholders- are worried 
about Seagram's foundering 
share [nice and a host of un- 
lblfiUerf promises from the cum- 
pony’s high-profile film studio 
acquired for $S.7bn in 1995. 

Tb finance the acquisition, 
42-year-old Mr Bronfman sold 
Seagram's 23 per cent stake in 
DuPont, the US chemical com- 
pany, for $8. 7bn. Today; that in- 
vestment would be worth 



SZ9.1bn because DuPont’s 
shares have more than dou- 
bled. Seagram's stock, mean- 
while, is up just 50 per cent 

Outside Steven Spielberg’s 
The Last World: Jurassic Park 
last summer Universal has 
not released any blockbusters 
under Mr Bronfman. This yeaq 
Universal ranks sixth among 
fihn distributors with just a 63 
per cant share of the US and 
Canadian box office. 

After the failure of Primary 
Colors, four executives re- 
signed, increasing the sense of 


turmoil in Universal City. 

Mr Bronfinan has engi- 
neered the sale of most of the 
company’s television busi- 
nesses, including the USA 
Network and Sd-Fi cable chan- 
nels, to Barry D liter's Home 
Shopping Network. He is also 
trying to get Hollywood to deal 
with the problem of runaway 
costs. He has brought in con- 
sultants and managers who 
have wrong out more than 
$100m in cost savings from the 
business. And he is expanding 
the company’s lesser-known 


Edgar 
Bronfman, 
president 
and chief 
executive of 
Seagram 


though profitable theme-park 
business. 

He said at an industry con- 
ference in March that Univer- 
sal is ahead of schedule In its 
five-year recovery plan. He 
also said this week that Sea- 
gram has no plans to separate 
its entertainment and beverage 
businesses. 

“We have taken Seagram 
through a dramatic transfor- 
mation, increased operating 
profit and increased the value 
of the assets we own,” he said. 

- Bloomberg 


Underwriting ‘has monopolies 9 


By Lea Paterson 


THE Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission (MMC) bas pro- 
visionally found there are 
“complex monopolies" oper- 
ating in the provision of Un- 
derwriting services for new 
f^hare issues on the stock mar- 
ket which “prevent, restrict, or 
distort competition". 

However, the MMC is yet to 
decide whether these monop- 
olies operate against the pub- 
lic. interest. The MMC can 
only push for change in the In- 
dustry if the monopolies oper- 
ate, or are expected to operate, 
against the public interest 

The MM C's provisional 
findings are contained in a 
standard “issues letter" circu- 
lated to all interested parties. 
For the first time, the MMC has 
published the fetter, which also 
conjoins “hypothetical” rec- 
t omafendations for change - . 


known as “remedies”. 

According to Denise 
Klngsmih, deputy chairman of 
the MMC and chairman of 
the underwriting inquiry, the 
publication of the issues letter 
was intended to stimulate de- 
bate and to shed light on the 
workings erf the MMG The de- 
cision to publish was not 
sparked by the complexity of 
the issues under discussion, 
Ms KmgsrnflJ said- 

The MMC has provisional- 
ly concluded that there are 
complex monopolies in both 
the supply of lead underwriting 
services and the supply of sub- 
underwriting services. A com- 
plex monopoly exists if there is 
a group of firms with at least a 
25 per ant market share whose 
actions “prevent, restrict or 
distort competition". 

Most companies are 
charged a standard 2 per cent 
fee by lead underwriters, and 
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the MMC is concerned this 
charging structure reflects a 
fundamentally uncompetitive 
market. If the market was ful- 
ly competitive, the MMC said 
it “would expect fees to vary 
with risk" - that is, riskier 
share issues should be more ex- 
pensive. 

The MMCs issues letter 
asks members of the under- 
writing industry whether they 
believe the charging structure 
damages “the public interest”. 
Among other things, industry 
participants have been asked to 
consider whether the cost of un- 
derwriting has been artificial- 
ly inflated, whether 
underwriting fees are snffi- 
rwmriy transparent and whether 
firms wishing to provide un- 
derwriting or sub-underwriting 
services are being denied the 
opportunity to do so. 

The issues letter also sets 
down 15 potential “remedies'’ 


INTEREST RATES 


the MMC could employ if it de- 
cided the complex monopolies 
“operate, or could be expect- 
ed to operate, against the pub- 
tic interest". The remedies, 
which are “entirely hypotheti- 
cal”, include mandatory ten- 
dering for sub-underwriting 
and the capping of sub-under- 
writing fees. 

The MMC could require fi- 
nancial advisers to inform is- 
suing companies of the 
alternatives to paying standard 
fees for share underwriting, or 
could recommend lead under- 
writers be appointed by com- 
petitive tender. It could also ask 
the Office - of Fair Trading to 
monitor the sector for a further 
two years. 

The MMC is scheduled to 
report its findings to the Sec- 
retary of Stale for Trade and In- 
dustry on 20 November, exactly 
a year after the industry was re- 
ferred for investigation. 


Watchdog investigates share shop 
blunders in flotation of Thomson ’ 


By Andrew Yates 


SHARE shops involved in the 
fiotaticra of Thomson Travel are 
under investigation from the 
Securities and Futures Au- 
thority (SFA), the industry reg- 
ulatory, over the administrative 
errors which, caused tens of 
thousands of potential investors 
to miss out on shares. 

The SFA has acted on nu- 
merous complaints from private 
investors by contacting share 
shops to seek an explanation. 
It could force the brokers to 
compensate the huge number 
of people who have not been 
able to buy shares and has the 
power to levy fines if its finds 
they have been at fault. 

Thousands of investors who 
registered early for shares 
foiled to receive application 
forms in time. Share shops 


alto felled to cope with the huge 
rush of investors who registered 
at the last moment Those who 
were awarded an allocations 
saw their shares gain 235p on 
the 170p flotation price. 

Share shops involved in the 
flotation include The Share 
Centre, Barclays Stockbrokers, 
Hargreaves Landsdown, 
NatWest Stockbrokers and 
Skipton Building Society. 

Thomson has tries to placate 
investors by offering them the 
chance to enjoy flotation perks 
such as 10 per cent off all the 
holidays. But these investors 
will have to buy shares at a high- 
er price tn the market to receive 
discounts on holidays after 31 
December. And Thomson has 
come under fire for not allo- 
cating extra shares in the flota- 
tion to those who missed out 
through no fault of their cram. 
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The sharp rise in the share price 
means Thomson’s directors, 
led by Paul Brett, the chief ex- 
ecutive, are already sitting on 
a profit of more than £750,000 
from the shares they were able 
to purchase in the flotation. 

Mr Brett said: “I am ab- 
solutely delighted at the level of 
support we had at the flotation 
from the public. We believe we 
have come up with a fair com- 
promise for those people that 
missed out on the shares. They 
can get 10 per cent off their hol- 
idays which is worth £125 for an 
average family up to December 
and keep their £500 in the 
bank and earn interest on ft." 

Thomson Corporation of 
Canada, which sold the tour op- 
erator, is expected raise a min- 
im am of £lJ5ba from the sale, 
representing a gain to the par- 
ent company of about £813m. 


TOURIST RATES 


Second 
approach 
may start 
Courtaulds 
bidding war 


By Nigel Cope 

Associate Gty Editor 


COURTAULDS. the coatings 
and fibres group which last 
month agreed - a £1.8bn offer 
from the Dutch chemicals 
group Akzo Nobel, revealed 
yesterday it had received a sec- 
ond bid approach which analysts 
said could lead to a bidding war 
for the company. 

The second bidder is wide- 
ly thought to be either PPG In- 
dustries or Sherwjn Williams, 
two US paint groups which 
were both thought to be look- 
ing at Courtaulds before it 
agreed the 450p per share of- 
fer from Akzo Nobel. 

Courtaulds, one of Britain's 
oldest companies, revealed the 
second approach in its recom- 
mended offer document by 
Akzo Nobel which it posted yes- 
terday. However, Courtaulds 
said no offer had been received 
and It was not possible to de- 
termine whether a firm offer 
would be forthcoming. It said it 
still considered the Akzo Nobel 
offer fair and reasonable and 
that its board was unanimous- 
ly recommending it. 

Sherwin is the market leader 
in the American paints indus- 
try and has been expanding 
into South America. PPG has 
also been expanding and last 
year bought some Italian and 
German automotive coatings 
businesses. Analysts said other 
bidders could include 1C1, 
which has been completing a 
radical overhaul of its chemicals 
operations. However, it is un- 
derstood that IQ management 
is cool on the idea of entering 
the fray at current prices. Cour- 
taulds shares rose 25p to 464p 
valuing Courtaulds at £1.9bn. 

Martin Evans at Sutherlands, 
the stockbrokers, repeated his 
statement that Courtaulds was 
“seriously under-valued" at 
450p per share given its rarity 
value and its prime market po- 
sitions in sectors such as the ma- 
rine, aerospace and protective 
coatings industries as well as its 
polymers business. “You won’t 
be able to build market positions 
like these. You would need to 
buy them," he said. He put a 
possible take-out price of 600p 
per share on the company. 

Akzo said it has “sufficient fi- 
nancing available" should the 
need arise to re-think hs position. 

Analysis believe any inter- 
loper would have trouble dis- 
lodging Akzo unless ft had a 
very well defined plan for the 
Courtaulds fibres business. 

Akzo wants to spin off the 
operation along with its own fi- 
bres business. “You can see bow 
it works for Akzo. It’s a bit hard- 
er to see hetw it works for one 
of the big paint companies,” said 
Peter Cartwright at WHIiaras de 
Broe. 
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CWC looks 


serious now 


IT WILL take some more mne. 
but Cable & Wireless Com- 
munications may yet turn itself 
from the ugly duckling of the 
telecoms sector into something 
resembling an elegant swan. 

When the business was 
thrown together through the 
merger of long-distance op- 
erator Mercury and three 
cable companies last year, it 
seemed doubtful that CWC 
would ever be a credible com- 
petitor to the likes of British 
Telecom. 

Thirteen months, thousands 
of redundancies and a £20Gra 
restructuring charge later, that 
preposition no longer seems so 
laughable. Although CWC's 
poor network, means it is los- 
ing ground in the business 
market, the company has em- 
barked on a £400m upgrade 
which should enable it to face 
the competition on level terms. 

Meanwhile Head Start, a 
cheap package combining 
cable television and cable 
telephony, has proved popu- 
lar with residential customers. 
Penetration rates have risen 
from 27 to 29 per cent, while 
over half of those customers 
now take both the television 
and telecoms services, com- 
pared with 47 per cent last 
year. Chum rates - the pro- 
portion of customers can- 
celling their service - did rise 
but this is at least partly down 
to CWC weeding out persis- 
tent late pavers. 

Loo Jang ahead, there is 
digital television. Cable TV ' 
has, until now, been a carbon 
copy of the offerings from the 
likes of Sky. In the digital era, 
however, CWC will be able to 
offer all the 200 channels 
planned by Sky while also 
offering access to the internet 
- through the television -- at 
many times the speed cur- 
rently available. What's more, 
CWC subscribers won't have 
to fork out £200 for a set-top 
box, as they will with other 
digital television services. 

This is a long-term 
prospect. Yet Graham Wal- 
lace, CWC’s chief executive, 
is bullish enough to promise 
15 per cent revenue growth 
this year. Add in widening 
margins as the benefits of re- 
structuring flow through and 
growth prospects look good. 
That said, the shares have bad 
a fantastic run, more than dou- 
bling in value since last 
November. They put on 7.5p 
to 45 1 -5p yesterday, and now 
trade on a multiple of 33 
times this year's forecast earn- 
ings. Not cheap, but still o 
good long-term bet. 


Cable & Wireless: At a glance 
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Earnings per share (p) 5.4 
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IRISH-BASED Jefferson Smurfit Sanirfit^beranenon-es^e cta^ “ made a » will 

EMMS2SS: 

aging industries. Jefferson SnJudBt ^provide the depaj chief esecaave 

Group (JSG) will merge its 46 per and chief financial officer. lt ™T _ h American container during the ftinds^akc -^^^ 

ceut-owoed US subsidiary Jefferson It also starts life with massive com- said- . and Stone are of JSC to 9 P cr . oe "V l . acme ~ r " 

Smurfit Corporation (JSC) with the loss- bined debts of $6.4bn. After shoulder* boondopmfrons o C p^. Existing rawstore id JSCand Sage ■ 

making Chicago-based Stone Container ing heavy interest charges of S650m, JSC compl manufacturing ca- Container __ . ' 

Corporation to form Smurfit-Stone, barely broke even and Stone Container pany _ . Belgium where in the remaining 57 per 

Container Corporation, a listed US lost S593m last year. The mergerwxU i^nortant in larged company. 

company with a market capitalisation of create operational, savings of S3^0m a JSGis ^ jSGhas sub- Shares in Jefferson Smurfit 

$4 Jbu(£2.6bn), in w£ch Jefferson year. The group also intended jo sell ration rose S3 to S22 y^erdaySt^e 

Smurfit will own a 34 per cent stake. SZ5bn worth of assets, includingtfae Ca- busiDess on Container sharesclimbed SI loUl 1 

The combined company would create nadian core compe- Jeffeiscm Smurfit Gr^psto^inU^ 



Smurfit will own a 34 per cent stake. 
The combined company would create 
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one of the world’s largest manufacturefs ■ the next 18 months, Mr Smurfit said yes- 
of paperboard and paper-based pack- terday. He expects to realise assets at a 

_ _ - . . . ... , r „„ th- nmimk that the 
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aging products, with annual sales of reasonable price, on the grounds that the 
around $8bn and operations in the US depressed market in paper and pack- 


Tbe deal will focus the business on 
packaging materials, its core compe- 
tence, the company said yesterday. To- 
gether, JSG and the new company will 
be the market leader in North America. 


larged company. 

Shares in Jefferson Smurfit Corpo- 
ration rose $3. to SZ2 ycaenlay, Swae 

Container sharesclimbed SI to &.1 ana 
Jefferson Smurfit Group shares in Lob-. 
don also rose 145p to a new peak of 
23S3p. - 
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DCC keeps 
in focus 


“CONGLOMERATE" has 
been a dirty word in the City 
for the last few years. The sec- 
tor's rating has plunged and in- 


vestment bankers, who never 
like to miss the chance of 
bringing in new fees, have 
managed to break up almost 
everything in sight. 

So it is not surprising that 
Dublin-based DCC went out 
of its way yesterday to label 
itself a focused company, even 
though it just happens to have 
four separate divisions which 
little in common with each 
other. Jim Flavin the group’s 
chief executive; who has been 
building the company up since 
2976, also d aimed DCC was 
not just driven by acquisi- 
tions like an old-fashioned 
conglomerate and has made 
its mark by achieving strong 
organic growth. 

But perhaps the main thing 

that separates DCC from other 
conglomerates is its share 
price, which has risen sharply 
over the last 12 months. 

Turnover in the year to the 
end of March rose 15 percent 
to IR£703m and profits after 
excluding exceptional items in 
the previous year rose 16 per 
cent to IR£36.7irL 

DCC Sercom's computer 
hardware and software distri- 
bution businesses enjoyed a 31 
per cent rise in sales although 
margins suffered slightly as a 
result of a changing mix of busi- 
ness. DCC Energy enjoyed a 
rebound in profits and margins 
from the dfeoibutkm of liqui- 
fied petroleum gas. DCC 
Foods is poised to supply its 
Kelkin brand of healthfbods 
into the UK market, while the 
- smallest division. DCC Health- 
care strengthened its grip on 
the small but profitable busi- 
ness supplying scooters and 
wheelchairs to help the 
affluent elderly get about. 

Profits beat forecasts and 
analysts' predictions for the 
current year have edged up to 
£41m. The shares rose 15p to 
60Qp yesterday, putting them 
on a forward p/e of 16. After 
the strong run that looks high 
enough for the time being. 


COMPANY RESULTS 
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Shareholders feel the 


Game on 
for float 


GAME, the computer games 
retailer that is coming to the 
stock market next month, has 
timed its flotation. welL Its 
dflxa wiD be buoyed by the ter- 
rific run of Electronics Bou- 
tique, the only directly 
comparable quoted company, 
whose shares have tripled in the 
last year. Both companies have 
been growing rapidly and this 
is likely to result in Game's 
shares being priced at a pre- 
mium to the retail sector, valu- 
ing Game at £L20m-£I4Qni. 

Game has larger stores than 
its main rival, though fewer of 
them. However, it has ambitious 
plans to increase its portfolio 
from the current 61 to around 
120 in the medium term. 

Game sells console hard- 
ware from the likes of Sony, 
Sega and Nintendo as well as 
software and other acces- 
sories. 

Its approach seems to be 
working. The company’s path- 
finder prospectus yesterday 
forecasts pre-tax profits of 
£7.1ra in the year to 3 May 
compared with just £400,000 
in the previous year. Sales are 
forecast to have jumped from 
£523ra to £77.6m. 

• With 13 per cent of the UK 
entertainment software mar- 
ket which is growing fast on 
the back of expanding PC 
sales, the company is well 
placed to grow further. 

This is expected to be re- 
flected in the company’s rat- 
ing, which is likely to be at a 
premium to the retail sector 
average of 17. Given that the 
float is a placing with institu- 
tions and there is no inter- 
mediaries offer, much will 
depend not just on the pric- 
ing but the shares' perfor- 
mance on the first day of 
dealings. Even so, they are 
worth a look. 


pain of Bolton’s fall 



The Bolton bench feel the agony as Chelsea send the dub back to the First Division 


By Andrew Yates 


THE growing financial golf be- 
tween football clubs in the Pre- 
mier League arid those in the 
First Division was thrown into 
sharp focus again yesterday 
when shares in Bornden 
Leisure collapsed after Bolton 
Wanderers, the dob it owns, 
crashed out of the game's top 
flight. 

Bolton Wanderers’, disas- 
trous 2-0 defeat at be hands of 
Chelsea at the weekend con- 
signed the team to the First Di- 
vision after only one season 
back in the Premiership. The 
result saw £6m wiped off the 


stock market value of Bornden 
. Leisure yesterday. The shares 
tumbled by more than a filth to 
17p, down 5p, as the City an- 
ticipated a sharp drop in prof- 
its next season. • 

Bolton will miss out on mil- 
lions of pounds worth of tele- 
vision income which they would 
have been entitled to in the Pre- 
mier League as part-of a lu- 
crative contract with BSkyB, the 
satellite broadcaster. 

Gate revenues and mer- 
chandise sales are also bound 
to suffer in the First Division, 
iritb the lack of high profile op- 
ponents likely to attract small- 
er crowds. 


Horrobin quits Scotia 


in dispute over chief 


By Andrew Yates 


A SIMMERING boardroom 
row at Scotia, the drugs group, 
burst out into the open yester- 
day when Dr David Horrobin, 
the company's founder, re- 
signed from his role os non-ex- 
ecutive director. 

Scotia said Dr Horrobin had 
stood down following a dispute 
about the appointment of Dr 
Robert Dow as chief executive 
of the group. 

Dr Dow replaced Dr Hor- 
robin as head of the group at the 
start of this year. However ten- 
sions between the two men 
have been running high since 
then and Dr Horrobin has 
mounted a campaign among 
other directors to force Dr 
Dow out of his new position. 

The boardroom battle is 
complicated by the fact that Dr 
Horrobin was responsible for 
hiring Dr Low last September 
as the company's medical and 
development director. 

T>r Horrobin is understood 
to have been unhappy at the 
radical changes Dr Dow has 
sought to introduce, including 
cutting down the group’s prod- 



Dr David Horrobin, 
founder of Scotia 


uct portfolio from 20 drugs to 
five to concentrate on its can- 
cer treatments. 

Scotia said in a statement 
yesterday; “The board believes 
that it is essential that all di- 
rectors should support Dr 
Robert Dow, who was unani- 
mously appointed chief execu- 
tive on 1 January 1998, his 
management team and his re- 
vised strategy for Scotia. 

"Dr Horrobin; who first rec- 
ommended Dr Dow to Scotia, 
for from offering his support, 
sought to convince the board 
that it should remove Dr Dow 


from bis position. In the light of 
the foregoing, the board re- 
quested the resignation of Dr 

Horrobin." 

Scotia claims the board re- 
mained unanimously behind 
Dr Dow and his future plans for 
the group. 

Dr Horrobin’s departure 
from the group throws the fu- 
ture of his and his family's 17 
per cent slake in Scotia, which 
is worth almost £5 I'm, into 
doubt. He has undertaken not 
to sell a large part of his hold- 
ing until next year, but could sell 
4 million shares immediately. 

His departure also comes at 
an awkward time for Sherri 
Clarkson, Dr Horro bin’s wife. 
She has already decided to step 
down as managing director of 
Scotia's drug discovery divi- 
sion, a position that drew crit- 
icism from some analysts who 
cast doubts about her qualifi- 
cations for the job. However she 
is not due to leave the compa- 
ny until the end of June. 

The news of Dr Horrobin’s 
departure was met with am- 
bivalence in the City and Scx>- 
tia’s share rose lp to 387 ip 
yesterday. 


Under Dr Horrobin, Scotia’s 
reputation among analysts bad 
become tarnished after the 
shares bad undergone a roller- 
coaster ride and fallen from a 
peak of 808p in 1996. 

Dr Horrobin signed an 
agreement with Scotia when be 
stood down as chief executive 
to act as a consultant for the 
group for £50.000 a year. It was 
unclear yesterday if he would 
continue in this role but Scotia 
said he will not be entitled to 
any pay-off on stepping down as 
a non-executive director. 

Dr Horrobin will new con- 
centrate on building up his new 
company Scarista, which has 
bought an exclusive licence cov- 
ering all technology related to 
Scotia’s research and develop- 
ment on psychiatry, as thm a 
and central nervous system 
treatments. 

Scotia is the drugs company 
behind Olibra, the new ingre- 
dient used in yoghurts which 
makes you feel fuller for longer. 
Hie yoghurts have already hit 
UK supermarket shelves’ and 
the group has recently teamed 
up with St Ivel to create a new 
range of desserts. 




Pearson confirms interest in 
buying parts of Viacom 

THE MEDIA group Pearson yesterday confirmed it was con- 
... tt,,. t ic mnn Viacom s wans 


THE MEDIA group Pearson yesteraay conumu-u «*. . 
sidering opportunities arising oui of the US group Viacom s P™® • f / 
to sell its publishing business. Pearson did not give details bat • 
the industry expects the British company, which publishes tbe • 
Financial fanes, to bid for part of Viacom’s Simon & Schuster 
subsidiary. In a brief statement Pearson said it "confirms that it 
is considering the opportunities arising from Viacom- iocs 
planned disposal of some of its publishing businesses. " Viacom's. . ■ 
disposals is expected raise between $4bn and $5 bn. Analystssaid 
that a purchase of Simon & Schuster would make Bsaisoa <®e 
of the world’s biggest educational publishers. Pearson is a ma- 
{ jor player in the US educational market through its Acfcfison Hfes- 
i ley Longman unit. Pearson 's share price was down 7p al 938p. 


BA scorns Branson allegations 

BRITISH AIRWAYS yesterday hit back at daims by Richard Bran-1^, 
son, the boss of Virgin Atlantic, that its reward schemes for tnrvr T- f 


I el 3gents were anti-competitive. Virgin has lodged a complaint 
j with the European Commission which is investigating BAIs prac-; 
dee of paying agents a higher rate of commission they more flights 
they sell” Peter White, BAs director of sales, said such schemes 
j were standard practice. “To suggest, as Richard Branson does. 

| that our reward schemes are anti-competitive, is hypocrisy." he 
I said. “Virgin uses similar schemes and Mr Branson knows it" 




Hambros insurance arm sold 


HAMBROS, the UK financial services group, has sold its 52 per 
cent stake in Hambro Insurance Services (EOS) to Lindsey Mar- 
den Group of Canada for £45m. It has already sold its banlang 
' unit to Sodete Generate of France and most of its remaining ac- 
j thities to Investec of South Africa. Separately, shareholders ap- 
j proved lhe demerger of Hambros Counbywide, the estate agency. 


Cox Plant sold for £49.6m 


The defeat for Bolton was 
particularly cruel for share- 
holders. who have already had 
a terrible season. Bumden's 
shares have slumped from a 
peak of 62^p last year. They had 
begun to recover as hopes of 
Premier league survival gained 
ground, only for investors to see 
Bolton fall at the final hurdle 
by losing their last match of the 
season. 

However Bolton, which have 
recently built a new state-of- 
the-art stadium, still have a 
strong local support and ana- 
lysts believe the club could 
still be profitable in the First 
Division. 


ANDREW SYKES Group, the air conditioning and heating spe- 
cialist has agreed to purchase Cox Plant Hire from logistics and ^ 
hire group Transport Development Group for £49.6m. TDG said ^ \' f . 
the sale was in line with its plan to refocus the business on core 
logistics markets announced on 23 February. The group’s strat- 
egy review alios to return funds of up to £1 09m to shareholders. 


Senior buys into Brazil 


SENIOR Engineering has agreed to buy three Brazilian companies 
for about £12m in cash. Senior Engineering said the proforma 
consolidated sales of tbe three Sao Paulo-based companies were 
£1 1.8m and pre-tax profits were £23m. Deltatenn Industria c Com- 
ercio Lida and Tbflex Industria e Comercio both make automo- 
tive exhaust decouplers. Tecne SA Industria e Comercio 
manufactures expansion joints and flexible metallic hoses to the 
petrochemical, mining and general industrial markets. 


Property chief denies sale 


ALLIED London Properties said there was no truth in specula- 
tion that chairman Geoffrey Leigh was trying to sell his 15 per 
cent stake in the firm. Mr Leigh said: “I wish to make it absolutely 
clear that 1 have not, as is alleged, put tbe company riip for sale', 
nor have I appointed Paul Orchard-Lisle of Healey & Baker ‘to 
find a buyer* " A report had said he was attempting to sell his 
stake through Healey & Baker, the property consulfant. 


Venture group buys packers 

AVemiRE capital consortium of CVQCimen has bought the 
packaging divi&foa of Dutch Koninklijke KNP BT for 3.4bn ffliilderc 


AvtiN i UKL capital consortium of CVC/Onven has bought the 
packaging division ofDuteh Kooinklijke KNP BT for 3.4bn adldere 
(£1.04bn) m cash Cinven and CVC said they planned refloat 

nStSSSl J^T^riUbe renamed Kappa Packaging 
on the Amsterdam stock exchange at a later date. 


Strong start for Marshalls 


1998^^fn' nn!” 13 ^ raaterials * ro »P' ^ U *>ad started 

thenar is new Ufa* 

pectanons," the cocpany said Theses dosed up 17^^ 


Network goes to SDX 

SSSSSSfiSSSS ^ Network » w. 


of up to 3.27 million SDX sfcSj consideratic « 

the three year period from *£££ 19% X* 

was m line with its straleev of J- ■ 11 ^ ^ acc l ulsmQr 

of prospective customersforldStnrii a ^ dressable marfc ei 

voice and data solutions. d d focusm 8 on convergem 


Northern Leisure price slips 

CU 4 ni-n . ... "■ 
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Jilted EMI has to prove its worth now 


OUTLOOK 

ON RECORD 
COMPANIES IN A 
SPIN; WHERE 
BRANSON FINDS 
START-UP CAPITAL; 
AND HOW VW IS 
NEAR THE 
WINNING LINE 




ED BRONFMAN of Seagram seems to 
be putting it around with the abandon of 
an ageing rock star in his attempt to find 
a music company to daDy with. First EMI, 
now PolyGram. If there were anyone else 
it was possible to flirt with, Mr Bronfman 
would be in there. 

But then again, perhaps it was the other, 
way round. Whs it EMI, desperate to be 
taken over, which like some young groupie 
approached him? Realising there was an 
arguably more attractive prize on offer, 
EMI’s advances were brushed aside, and 
Seagram turned its attentions instead to 
PolyGram. The spin being applied to 
events by all parties makes it unlikely we’ll 
□ever get to the bottom of what h a ppened. 

Whatever the truth, the episode has left 
EMJ looking jilted and just a little fool- 
ish. Coming on top of the management 
upheavals of the last few months, this has 
given the impression of a company all at 
sea and in some need of assistance. So 
what future for EMI now? 

In the City it is quite widely believed 
that the industry is ripe for consolidation 
and that EMJ would inevitably, as the only 
independently quoted company of sire, 
play a pivotal role in any such restruc- 
turing. But actually this is the least like- 
ly outcome. The big five record companies 
of EMI, Sony, Time Warner, PolyGram 
and Bertlesmann, already have about 75 
per cent of the market between them. 

In this respect, the music industry is 
quite unlike other businesses gripped by 
the consolidation bug. For instance, if the 
world’s two biggest pharmaceuticals com- 
panies were to merge, it would create a 


behemoth for sure, but even so the new 
monster wouldn’t have more than ID per 
cent of the world market for prescribed 
drugs. The same is not true for music. Any 
combination of alternatives within the big 
five would run into severe regulatory dif- 
ficulties, particularly in the US. 

Obviously there is no such stumbling 
block for those from outside the industry, 
or with only a limited presence in it (like 
Seagram or Disney). The music industry 
is notoriously badly and under managed. 
Its poor operating margins are a constant 
source of amazement to analysts. The rea- 
sons for this are many and varied but the 
. most important is the self evident one that 
many of those who work in it regard it as 
a life style business. As one seasoned City 
observer puts it, "there are an awful lot 
of snouts in the trough" (double mean- 
ing intended). It may be possible, then, 
to extract much better value out of these 
businesses than they presently yield. 

However, EMI is one of the better 
managed companies in the business; de- 
spite the apparent turmoil a! the top. Fur- 
thermore, there is little evidence that 
Seagram, or even Disney, could do the job 
any better. Seagram’s recent record, both 
strategically and in terms of core perfor- 
mance has been at best mixed. Investors 
have also fallen out of love with Disney. 
It is nor certain either would be doing their 
shareholders a service by paying the nec- 
essary bid premium. 

Part of EMTs problem with the City has 
been that expectations of its vahie were dri- 
ven to exaggerated heights. By the same 
token, though. Sir Gobi Southgate, the 


chairman is absolutely right to believe a bid 
at little more than £6a share undervalues 
the company. Now that he's been forced, 
rehicmntly, to return to his day job, the pres- 
sure is on for him to prove he’s right, for 
it may well be that there’s no one either 
allowed or prepared to bid much more. 

How Virgin invests 
in the future 

-RICHARD Branson was in New York 
yesterday for the US launch erf Virgin Cola. 
On this side of the Atlantic, however, the 
talk, once again, was not about fizzy drinks 
but whether and if so when he will float 
his airline, Virgin Atlan tic. 

To the Bransonologists, those who fol- 
low every twist and turn of his complicated 
business affairs, the two story lines may be 
related. The Virgin Cola story has gone a 
bit flat. It is one of those rare phenomena 
- a product that has not responded to the 
Virgin brand magic. Virgin has now taken 
full control of the Cola business and, while 
it remains a small part of the overall empire, 
it will continue to consume cash and offer 
only kisses in return for some while yet. 

The picture is simil ar at a number of 
other Branson joist ventures such as the 
financial products business Virgin Direct, 
Virgin Spirits and Virgin Cinemas. The 
Branson camp retorts that this is only nat- 
ural in early, start-up years of such ventures. 

But the daddy of them all, when it comes 
to risk and investment, is Virgin Trains. The 
word is that despite their abysmal reputa- 
tion, the two franchises - the West Coast 


Mafrilme and Cross Cbuntiy Trains - are 
profitable and that Mr Branson will prove 
the doubters wrong when he successfully 
floats the business this summer. 

Unfortunately, those profits are built 
on the bade of fat subsidies from the tax- 
payer. From 2002 onwards. Virgin starts 
to pay an annual rental for the- West Coast 
Line and, by 2012 w 01 have made net pay- 
ments to the Government of hearty £lbn. 
In order to make the business pay its way, 
Virgin will have to double passenger 
numbers. This is a tall order when the £2bn 
modernisation of the line will almost 
certainly mean services deteriorating be- 
fore they get better. 

On top of that. Virgin is introducing 
tilting trains for both the West Coast and 
Cross Country franchises at a cost of well 
over £lbn. Virgin argues that the rental 
charges wiQ be met out of profits while 
the m llmg stock orders will be off balance 
sheet since it will merely lease the trains. 

Even so, Mr Branson will still require 
an awful lot of capital to drive the non- 
travel businesses forward. When he was 
in a similar fix in 1992 he sold his most 
profitable business. Virgin Music, to 
EML This time around the casbcow 
could be Virgin Atlantic which, accord- 
ing to the more heroic estimates, could 
raise as much as fibre And anyway, air- 
line floats are all the rage. Just look at Mr 
Branson’s other quoted airline. Virgin 
Express, which has risen in value by a half 
since flotation. 

No one at Virgin is anxious to talk up 
the story. For one thing, it might suggest 
the train flotation is numir^ off the tracks. 


But Mr Branson would noi be the oppor- 
tunist he is if he were not seriously tempted 
by the idea. And, as the BransonoloffSts 
know, it would not be the first time Virgin 
has sold off its past to finance its future. . 

BMW falls behind 
in race for Rolls 

THE ROLLS-ROYCE takeover saga 
shifts a gear to Munich today where Berad 
Pischetsrieder, the BMW chairman, will 
tell his annual shareholders' meeting 
how he intends to see off the rival bidder 
Volkswagen. Even though VW's bid is a 
full £90m higher, BMW mysteriously 
continues to see its offer as the more at- 
tractive one. Unless they have a crank shaft 
loose, not many shareholders in Vickers, 
Rolls parent company, are likely to share 
this believe. 

This far the Bavarian tactics have con- 
sisted of a series of spoiling manoeuvres 
to block the sale to VW It is threatening 
to withdraw its engines if Rolls becomes 
part of the VW stable. And if that does 
not work, it is relying upon its pals at the 
aero-engine maker Rolls-Royce PLC to 
play hard ball over transferring the Rolls- 
Royce mark and trade name to VW. 
Neither gambit looks likely to succeed 
VW can find a new source of engines and 
Rolls-Royce will be hard pushed to argue 
that one giant German car owner is a less 
suitable home for the marque than an- 
other. Mr Pischetsrieder will have to up 
the ante if he wants a Roller to adorn the 
next annual report to shareholders. 


US telecom 
firms in 
$61 bn deal 


By David Usfoome 

in New York 


CONSOLIDATION in the American 
telephone companies entered a new 
orbit yesterday following an an- 
nouncement from SBC Communi- 
cations that has agreed to acquire 
Ameritech Corp for about $61bn 
(£37bn), making it the biggest merger 
ever in the industry and the second 
biggest in all corporate history. 

The deal, which is certain to 
provoke intense scrutiny from reg- 
ulators in Washington, marks tile next 
nbase in the transformation of SBC 
Wisn one of the seven Baby Bells cre- 
ated after the 1984 break-up of the 
old AT&T to a domestic telephone 
powerhouse stretching from Detroit 
to Los Angeles and Houston. 

It will also send seismic ripples 
through the entire industry. The size 
of the deal is such that it even eclipses 
the $37bn that WorldCom is propos- 
ing to pay for MCI Communica- 
tions, which at one time was destined 
to fall into British Telecom’s bands 
until that transaction fell to pieces. 

More broadly, the price being 
offered by SBC means this should 
measure up as the second largest 
merger ever between corporations 
after the $73bn proposed marriage 
between Crtkoip and Travelers Crap 
that was unveiled just last month. 

SBC has established itself as a 
predator with a voracious appetite. 
After existing since 1984 as South- 
-western Bell, covering states like 
Texas, Oklahoma and Missouri, it 
expanded its base exponentially last 
year with the $l&5bn purchase of 
Pacific Teleas, gaming California ami 

Nevada. Earlier this year it also swal- 
lowed Connecticut-based Southern 
New England Telecommunications 
for $4.4bre 

With yesterday’s announcement, 
SBC wiD stand accused of trying to 
reverse the break-up of the old bell 
system to establish a new domestic 
monopoly. Such erttkasm was fended 


off, however, by Ed Whitacre, the 
SBC Chairman. 

“The Bell system had national 
monopoly,” he insisted. “This 
merger talks about 12 states, not 50/ 

However, the new company, to be 
called SBC, would serve customers in 
the top 50 US telephone markets. For 
these reasons, most analysts did not 
expert the deal fo go through smooth- 
ly and certainty i»t m the 12-montb 
window set by Mr Whitacre yester- 
day. Reflecting a cautious reaction cm 
WhH Street, shares in SBC fell $Z626 
in morning tradingAmerilech, the 
principal phone company for the 
Midwest, rose $325 to $47,125. 

The deal may also give pause to 
champions of telecom deregulation 
on Capitol HOI in Washington, who 
surety never foresaw that the ram- 
pant consolidation of the last several 
months, which has also included the 
combination of Nynex and Bell At- 
lantic on the East Coast, would 
turn out to be the principle result 

“I don't think there is any ques- 
tion there will be a firestorm from 
regulators, consumer groups, long- 
distance carriers ... arguing tbattbe 
Telecom Act was not intended to put 
Hnmpty Dumpty back together 
■ again." said Scott Wright an analyst 
with Fahnestock & Co in New York. 

Pressure will now intensity on the 
other phone companies to find new 
partners of their own, including the 
new AT&T which until now has re- 
main aloof from the marrying frenzy. 
Criticising SBCs move, AT&T said 
yesterday the deal “creates no local 
competition and delivers no con- 
sumer benefits". 

In an ironic twist, however, 
AT&T was itself the subject of spec- 
ulation last year that it was about to 
get into bed with SBC. Observers pre- 
dict AT&T will be forced to find an 
alliance with another of the re- 
maining Baby Bells. An AT&T mar- 
riage with the new Bell Atlantic 
would be Che most dramatic of pos- 
sible combinations. 



Political foes line up to 
sing the euro’s praises 


By Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


A CAMPAIGN to help Britain 
learn to love the euro was 
launched yesterday by the 
European Movement, marking 
the 25th anniversary of Britain 
joining the European Union. 

Ttao government ministers - 
Peter Mandelson, Minister 
without Portfolio, and Lord 
Simon, the DTI minister re- 
sponsible for EU affairs -lined 
up with opposition politicians, 
the director general of the CBI 
and the general secretary of the 
TUC to emphasise the impor- 
tance of European integration. 

Mr Mandelson described 
the past quarter century as a 
time “in the main of missed 
opportunity. We are deter- 
mined that things are going to 
be different from now on.” 

He added; “No one should 
under-estimate the potential 
of the euro.” 

One of the many MF5 pre- 


sent at yesterday’s launch said: 
“The significant thing about 
this event is that it marks the 
professionalisation of the pro- 
Emu campaign." 

A report prepared for the 
European Movement, a pres- 
sure group with cross-party 
support, by Andersen Consult- 
ing on the economic gains of a 
quarter century of EU mem- 
bership suggested membership 
of the single currency was the 
path to greater prosperity. 

The 25 years since Britain 
joined the Cbmmon Market -as 
it was then known - have seen 
enormous improvements. Not 
only do many more Britons take 
fbre^Hbdktays,owntdepbones, 
TVs and other consumer goods, 
but the pattern of trade and in- 
vestment has also tilted us deci- 
sively towards (he Continent 

Lord Simon said: “We have 
become European through 
trade. We may not all feel It 
but it has become the reality of 
our lives.” 


The report showed that the 
share of British exports to the 
EU had nearly doubled from 
around 30 per cent to 60 per cent 
between 1973 and now. Many of 
the biggest inward investors in 
Britain are European compa- 
nies. UK membership of the EU 
also explained Britain's attrac- 
tiveness to overseas investors 
from the US and Asia. 

Vernon Ellis of Andersen 
Consulting predicted the single 
currency would boost the mem- 
ber economics. “There is no 
doubt in my mind that it will art 
as a powerful lever to improve 
competitiveness within the euro 
zone,™ he said. 

A survey the consultancy 
conducted into business atti- 
tudes to the single currency re- 
vealed the proportion believing 
Emu would be good for Britain 
had risen from 27 per cent to 67 
per cent. Bui Mr Ellis said a 
dear lead from the Government 
would generate even greater 
business enthusiasm. 


Fund managers see single 
currency eclipsing sterling 


By Lea Paterson 


French economy minister Dominique Strauss-Kahn tips the first euro coins into a 
container at France's official mint in Fessac near Bordeaux yesterday, making 
France the first single currency nation to produce the money - PhotographAFP 


UK FUND managers believe 
interest rates have peaked and 
the economy is slowing, and 
anticipate a further weakening 
of sterling, according to a sur- 
vey published yesterday. 

The latest Merrill lynch/ 
Gallup survey also found UK 
managers were optimistic about 
the euro, with 45 per cent ex- 
pecting it to be the strongest 
major currency cm a year’s view. 

Trevor Greetham, global 
strategist at Merrill Lynch said 
the “messy political compro- 
mise” over the presidency of the 
European Central Bank bad 
made it more fashionable to say 
die euro would be a weak cur- 
rency. However, relative 


interest rates also played a 
major part in a currency’s 
strength, he said. Tf interest 
rates in Europe rise in 1999, 
then the euro could prove 
stronger than many expect, 
especially against the pound,” 

The survey found only 9 per 
cent of UK managers thought 
sterling would be the strongest 
currency over ayeaYs view, down 
from 30 per cent last month. 

Buying and selling patterns 
of UK fund managers support 
the view that the economy is 
slowing down. Fund managers 
are strong buyers of gilts - 
which often do well in a slower 
economy -and have turned net 
sellers of institutional property 
for the first time in more than 
two years. “Fund managers 


tend to sell property as the eco- 
nomic cycle turns downwards", 
commented Merrill Lynch. 

Eighty-four per cent of UK 
fond managers believe sterling 
wfl] join the single currency, with 
most expecting entry in 2002 or 
2003. However, a significant 
minority - 33 per cent - believe 
joining Emu could harm the 
UK’s economic interests. 

UK fund managers are ex- 
tremely pessimistic about 
prospects for the Asian 
economies, with UK support for 
Japanese stocks bitting its 
lowest level since the Merrill 
Lynch survey began in 1990. 
However, Japanese fond man- 
agers are increasingly optimistic 
about their country's econom- 
ic prospects. 


, BMW faces pressure to declare 
its intentions on Rolls-Royce 


By Michael Harrison 


THE GERMAN car maker 
BMWwffi come underpressure 
at its annual shareholders’ 
meeting today to clarity 
whether it plans to top Volk- 
swagen's £430m offer for Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars after a day 
of confoskm and conflicting re- 
ports, 

ABMW management board 
member, Horst Ifehschik, yes- 
terday denied reports the coni- 


,iip* 


^£fi40m'bid. “We won't raise 
our offer. If we deal get Rolls- 
Royce, there are other alterna- 
tives. We could develop our own 


9-Series,” he said. Another 
• spokesman for BMW later re- 

■ fused to rule out the possibfli- 
ty erf a hrgheroffer. “We cannot 
confirm we will raise our bid, but 
we are not piling it out,” said 

■ ^felter Glogauer. 

He was responding to a 
newspaper report that BMW by 
no meats occludes an “im- 
provement” of the offer, al- 
though the company’s official 
lme has always been that it has 
no intention of doing so. 

Meanwhile the aero-engine 
company Rdb-Rcyce pic, which 

owns the rights to the Rolls- 
Royce trademark, said it did not 
expert to bold any talks with 


Volkswagen about allowing the 
transfer of the name, until after 
shareholders in Rolls’ parent 
conqsany, Vickers, have voted on 
the rival offers at an enraordi- 
muy meeting on 4 June. 

Neither the aero-engine 
company got VW would oom- 
. meat on reports that a licence 
fee of brtween£4ftn andflOQra 
would be payable for allowing 
VW the rijjfil to use the name. 

Rolls-Royce pic has made 
no secret of its preference for 
BMW with whidj it already has 
an aeroengine joint venture, ft 
says a sale to BMW would re- 
unite the Rolls-Royce name. 

Outlook, this page 


Sumitomo pays £5m to UK regulator 


By Andrew Verity 


SUMITOMO Corporation, the 
Japanese trading giant, yester- 
day agreed to pay the Financial 
Services Authority, the UK 
markets regulator £5m in con- 
nection with the £Lfibn copper 
fraud by rogue trader Yasuo 
Hamanaka. 

The payment, compensating 
for alleged damage to British 
markets and resolving all out- 
standing claims against Sumit- 
omo, represents the biggest 
payment made to the FSA. 

Sumitomo, which employed 
Hamanaka, paid the City's su- 
per-regulator £5m to cover its 
time, effort and expenses m in- 
vestigating the fraud. 


In the US, the Commodity 
Futures Trading Commission 
fined Sumitomo $12Sm (£77m). 
Sumitomo expects to set aside 
S25m to compensate other in- 
terested parties. 

Hamanaka confessed in 
June 1996 to conducting unau- 
thorised trades in copper futures 
on a huge scale in an effort to 
corner the market. The illegal 
tra ding had gone on for 10 
years, during which time he 
became known as “Mr Five Per 
Cent** - because of his alleged 
share of the copper market 

He was charged inTbkyowiih 
forgery and fraud and pleaded 
guilty. Tokyo District Court has 
sentenced him to eight years in 
prison but he has appealed. 


The FSA had begun inves- 
tigating Hamanaka’s activities 
in earty 1996. Traders had point- 
ed to a large and unexplained 
*l3adwardatkm" m copper - the 
cash price was higher than the 
future price. 

Regulators’ suspicions were 
aroused because the cost of stor- 
ing and funding the copper 
should push the future price 
higher than the- cash price. 
Market rumours at the time said 
the cause was deliberate 
manipulation of the market. 

The FSA alleged that 
Hamanaka’s conduct had dam- 
aged the reputation of British 
markets and claimed it bad in- 
curred hefty costs. Sumitomo 
did not accept the allegations 


but has co-operated with in- 
vestigators. 

The American CFTC said it 
had found that markets were un- 
lawfully manipulated in 1995 
and 1996 because of Hamanaka’s 
unauthorised trades. It also stud 
he had carried out the illegal 
trades through a New York 
based copper merchant, whom 
it refused to name. 

The FSA is still involved in 
aninlematicsaalinvesiigattonof 
the copper scandal, which cost 
Sumitomo $2.6bn (£1.6bn), in 
partnership with Japanese and 
US authorities. British individ- 
uals and companies, including 
traders and market makers in 
copper, are still being probed. 

The Serious Fraud Office is 


also investigating whether there 
was a conspiracy to defraud which 
went wider than Hamanaka. 

Martin London, a partner at 
Paul Weiss Rifltind Wharton & 
Garrison, lawyers for Sumitomo, 
said the company itself had been 
defrauded. “The company wffl, 
in the US, UK, Japan and else- 
where, vigorously pursue those 
who helped Mr Hamanaka de- 
fraud Sumitomo," he said. 

The FSA said it had re- 
ceived “prompt valuable and ex- 
tensive co-operation" from 
Sumitomo since Hamanaka’s 
confession in June 1996. 

The £5m settlement is a frac- 
tion of the 477 m CFTC Fate be- 
cause the FSA has no power to 
fine companies directly. 
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US mega merger puts C&W back in the frame 



DEREK PAIN 


YET another huge American 

MARKET REPORT telephone merger sent a buzz 

of excitement surging through 
the lines at Cable & 'Wireless. 
In active trading, the shares 
ruse 33p to 677p as speculation 
resurfaced about the group's 
ability to retain its indepen- 
dence. 

The transatlantic deal is a 
$62bn alliance between SBC 
Communications and Ameri- 
tech. It ranks with Nations- 
Bank's takeover of Bank- 
America as the second largest* 
merger on record, topped only 
by the S73bn Citicorp and 
Travelers get together. 

Cable was also helped by 
rumours, later denied, that its 
I talian partner, Telecom Italia, 
planned to cement their trad- 
ing relationship by buying a 10 
per cent stake. Slightly better 
results from its Cable & Wire- 
less Communications off- 
shoot also helped bat it was the 
deepening suspicion the take- 
over bell will soon ring which 
was the major influence. 

BT missed the party, falling 


6p to 65Sp. But Vodafone 
jumped. 20p to 690p and 
Orange 2Q-5p to 455p. Se- 
curicor put on 12-5pto411-5p 
on hopes BT will buy its stake 
in their Cellnet mobile tele- 
phone joint venture. « 

Footsie jumped 58.5 points 
to 6,0283 with the supporting 
indices again hitting Dew 
peaks; New York provided 
much of the momentum. 

Among blue chips, Cour- 
tanlds, the chemical group, 
added 23p to 464p as a possi- 
ble rival offer to the Dutch 
Akzo Nobel 450p bid was sig- 
nalled; Rolls-Royce climbed 
93p to a 304_5p peak as Mor- 
gan Stanley lifted its target to 
340p and Enterprise Oil, 23p 
to 556p, and Lasmo, 7p to 
271p, strengthened on hopes 
of North Sea discoveries. 

EMI was in a downspin, off 
38p (after 49p) on the end of 
bid talks with Seagram, the Ca- 
nadian group. Northern 
Leisure, the disco chain was an- 
other where takeover hopes dis- 
appeared, faUingSSp to 5QS3p. 


Rank, the leisure group, 
ended slightly firmer at 385p 
despite sell advice fromDres- 
dner KJeinwort Benson. The 
investment house frets the 
shares could fall to 31Gp and 
suggests the dividend may be 
cut and the group will deliver 
less than 3 per cent profits 
growth. 

Pearson, the banking to 
media group, gave up 7p to 
938p after confirming long- 
running speculation it is 
thinking of buying publisher 
Simon Sc. Schuster from the 
Viacom giant for around $4bn. 
Renewed bid talks lifted 
Zeneca 70p to 2,620p. 

Asda regained 4J>p to 
1933p after it dismissed week- 
end reports it was again look- 
ing it Safeway, up 2.75p to 
370. 75p ahead of figures to- 
morrow. 

Financials came to life after 
weeks of indecisiveness. Hal- 
ifax hardened 23-5p to 8l43p 
and ■Woolwich 7p to 35 lp. 

British' Energy fell 14p to 
550p on reports it planned to 


buy the infamous US power 
station Three MDe Island. 

Thomson, the packaged 
holidays group, arrived with a 
suitable splash. The when- 
issued shares touched 21 Ip 
(against the top-of-the-range 
170p flotation), closing at 
193.5p. Trading was heavy 

with Seaq putting volume at al- 
most 122 million shares. 

Jefferson Smurfit, the 


Share Spotlight 

share pries, pence 

BOO, 



paper and packaging group, 
gained a further 16p to 240 P 

Ster its 463 per cent owned 

US off-shoot agreed a merger 
with another American 
packaging group. 

Bids continued on tne 
undercard. Harabro Insur- 
ance Services edged ahead 
25p to 1283p after controlling 
shareholder, the soon to 
disappear Hambras, accepted 
a 132p a share offer from a 
group called Lindsey Mor- 

p elanc ey Estates shaded 
4op to 102p as hopes of a bid 
evaporated, replaced by the 
possibility of a big acquisition, 
funded by shares valued at 
lDOp. Chesterfield Properties 
fen 153p to 6423 p on reports 
would-be bidder MEPC had 
lost interest. MEPC gamed 
21 3p to 5933p. 

Andrews Sykes improved 

1523p to I300p after buying 

Cos Plant Hire from Transport 
Development for £49. 6m. Part 

of the cOTsideration will be met 

through an £83m open offer. 


Signet, the jeweller, was 
activ^ traded with two de- 
layed trades of 25 and - 
mhlton. US 

pected. The price firmed 0_5p 
to 463p. 

Emerald Energy, confirm- 
ing drilling had started at its 
Gigante IA well in Colombia, 
heWat 7p. MomnnentOJ* 
Gas is eanunga 14 per cctI ®- 

terest by meeting up to <573m 
of the cost. . . . _ 

Housebuilder Fairtmar, 
five years ago trudgingalong 

at 4^edllpto50paftCT 

reporting profits up from 
£33m to £9-5m- 

Columbus, a publisher, 
hardened 3.75p to 2>;«P- 
Figures are due soon. btocK- 
broker Butterfield, which rook 

a shine to the shares when they 

were 14p in September, expect 
year’s profits, due soon, to 
emerge at £3 3m against 

£1.6m. J , 

Bumden Leisure dropped 

5p to 17p dn the relegation of 
its trading operation, Bolton 

Wanderers. 
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SUPERFRAME, an engineer. 

^ed 3 pra 23 p. Expert coi^ 

^rotedevelopmmtissmmv 
There are suggestions it wffl 
buy an engineering gnmP*“ 

what will amount to a reverse 
takeover. 

On Friday the company 

reported profits upfitwn 

£ 137,000 to £ 206.000 and 

said it traded profitably m 
the first three months of 

this year although “the 

strength of our order book is 
still not at a level of total 
comfort". 
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Where to expect a recovery 
in South-east Asia to start 



HAM1SH 

McRAE 


ON THE 

COUNTRIES 

TAKING 


beeD hit by a loss of confidence 
following the Chinese takeover, 
Particularly among the Japan- 
ese, which has damaged the 
tourist trade. 

Singapore ought not to have 
seen a similar collapse, but it 
has. The result is shown in the 
graph on the left domestic de- 
mand in both places started to 
turn down in the middle of last 
year and now is heading down- 
wards with increasing speed. 
The figures are not directly 
comparable, for one is volume, 
the other value, but the simi- 
larity in the pattern is striking. 
Hong Kong looks like experi- 
encing its first recession since 


THE LEAD 


IT AIN’T the going down that 
matters; it is how quickly you 
come up afterwards. 

The collapse of the East 
Asian economies is getting 
worse, not better, but you can 
begin to glimpse clear distinc- 
tions between those countries 
which are adjusting swiftly and 
those which are botching it So 
there seems to be a new rule of 
thumb for analysts, fund 


the Second ^AforldY&r. It is per- 
fectly plausible that Singapore 
will experience recession, too. 

If you look at industrial pro- 
duction (right hand graph) a 
slightly different picture 
emerges. Thailand, where the 
crisis first became evident, has 
been heading south ever since 
the middle of last year. But 
elsewhere there was sufficient 
momentum to carry production 
upwards for several months. 
Output in China seems to have 
peaked around the turn of the 
year, and only recently has it 
begun to fail in any dramatic 


managers, or any companies 
wishing to invest in the region. 
Don't spend too much time 
watc hing the fall because all the 
countries are in pretty much the 
same boat; instead, try to iden- 
tify the scope for recovery, for 
that is where the real distinc- 
tions lie. 

* The first proposition is easy 
to demonstrate. Aside from. 1 
Japan (which is in a rather dif- 
ferent position) the two places 
with the highest GDP per head 
are Hong Kong and Singapore. 
They are the most advanced in 
economic terms. Both assumed 
that their very different level of 
economic sophistication would 
enable them to escape the 
regional contagion: they were 
not emerging economies, they 
had already emerged. Indeed, 
many people believed that Sin- 
gapore would benefit from the 
regional crisis, as investment 
would huny there in a flight to 
quality. 

Wrong. Hoag Kong has 


way. 

All this would figure: retail 
sales will respond very quickly 
to any change in people’s 
perceived circumstances. If we 
get scared, we stop baying. But 
industrial production inevitably 
lags. More surprising, though, 
is tbe feet that Thailand and 
Korea, the two countries at 
the bottom of the right hand 
graph, are now seen as the 
potential success stories of the 
region, the ones where recov- 
ery will tak-p hold most strongly. 

This is certainly tbe view of 
the International Monetary 
Fund, which has been im- 
pressed by the vigour with 
which these two countries have 
been applying reform pro- 
grammes. You also pick up this 
view in the investment banking 
community. And if you want 
one modest endorsement of it 
among hard-nosed business 
people, well, note that lesco is 
expected this week to announce 
that it will take a stake in 




Thailand’s second largest 
hypermarket operator. Expect, 
too, foreign participation in 
the Korean industrial rescues 
which are now being put in 
place. 

By contrast, Malaysia is not 
really patting together an inte- 
grated reform programme that 
is attractive to foreign investais, 
and Indonesia - well, it is very 
difficult to be anything other 
than gloomy until political 
change takes place. 

So there is a clearly defined 
dutch of leaders, with Thailan d 
and Korea in the vanguard, and 
a tafl of laggards, with Indonesia 
obviously at the back. Hong 
Kong is a conundrum, for more 
than ever its future wiD depend 
on the attitude of China. Were 
it stifl a colony if would reart as 
it has always done in the past: 
adjust to market pressures with 
speed andferodty. But now the 
market signals may not be 
allowed to shine through. 

At least we do have a dear 
picture of what is happening in 
Hong Kong. By contrast, we 
know very tittle about what is 


happening in mainland China. 
The last figures are now show- 
ing a sharp decline in output, 
but other numbers being pub- 
lished, most notably the foreign 
reserves, show no sign of crisis. 
Eventually, it will be possible to 
put together a picture and. in 
particular, make a better judge- 
ment on the likelihood of a 
rhmpse de valuation which, if it 
happens, would change the 
balance of competitiveness in 
the entire region. But at the mo- 
ment we are pretty blind. 

Sifting thro ugh the avail- 
able information - partly from 
published data, partly from 
first-hand anecdotal reports 
from people who have just 
returned - my instinct is to 
expect a big discontinuity in 
Chinese economic policy with- 
in the next six to nine months. 
Something is going to give. 
That something may just be the 
exchange rate, or it may be 
something more. But that is an 
intuitive judgement based on 
partial information, rather a 
thought-through verdict 

Meanwhile, expect a modest 


recovery of sorts to begin in 
both Korean and Thailand. It 
will not be marvellous; and any 
regional recovery risks being 
unseated by external events. 
Tbe most likefy of these is a rise 
in US interest rates, which 
wouldprobably have occurred 
by now had the Fed not been 
concerned at the knock-on 
effect on the East Asian region. 
But it wil] signal tbe end of the 
slash-and-burn 'approach to 
rating the region: assuming 
because one country heads 
south that all the others will too. 

As it has turned out that was 
the right approach to analysis 
in the downswing, for they did 
all head down pretty much to- 
gether. Bui h will be the wrong 
one daring the upswing, for they 
will head up at different speeds. 

There is a bigger moral here. 
When there is bad news the best 
thing to do is panic: sell every- 
thing and don’t try to be clever. 
When there is good news (as 
there will, in pockets, be from 
now on), be discerning: it is a 
time for applying judgement 

a gftin. 
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One journalist asked: ‘‘What’s the highest 

diaigeyou can pay foryourcaWe TV and tele- 


think you pm go up to about £45 a month. 


JOHN 

WILLCOCK 


channels* 

At which point Nicholas Mearing-Snuth. 
tbe company’s finance director, couldn’t 
resist adding: “Which is why Greg knows the 



HANS-JOERG Rodtoff is back - as chairman 
of Barclays Capital's executive committee. The 
legendary former boss of Credit Suisse First 
Boston has been in semi-retirement for the 
last couple of years but last December his 
former colleague. Bob Diamond, persuaded 
him to return from his Geneva base to take 
up the investment bankmgcu^gelsm London. 

Mr Diamond, who has been at Barclays 
Capital for the last two years, the latter year 
as chief executive, worked at CSFB in 1992, 
when Mr Rudloff was chairman and chief ex- 
ecutive. Mr Rudloff, 57, did for the Eurobond 
markets in the 1970s and 1980s what Henry 
Ford did for popular car ownership at the 


exact charge.” 

lb which Mr Clarke in turn rejoined: 
“Yes, but Nick lives in a CWC franchise area, 
whereas I don’L” 

Perhaps CWC should launch a new sports 
slot “All-in wrestling direct from the board- 
room." 


DERMOT Kelly, the director of Skoda UK, 
is used to defending a brand that is still semi 
in this country as a standing joke. This 
lunchtime he feces his toughest test - a griffing 
from the members of the Saffron Walden 
Rotary Chib. They have booked Mr Kelly to 

speak as part of a themed motoring day which 

kicks off with a visit to Woods of Great 
Eastern, the country’s best-known restorer of 
Rolls-Royce cars. 

The two events were booked months ago 
when tbe only thing that Skoda and Rolls had 
in common was four wheels. However, the 


eagle-eyed rotarians will have spotted that if 
Volkswagen wins the German battle for 
Rolls, then the luxury car maker will become 
part of the same stable as Skoda, which has 
been owned by VW since 1991. Mr Kelly 
promises he will not be fazed, whatever 


beginning of the centmy, and his re-emergpnce 
at Barclays’ investment banking arm is sure 
to give it much -needed clout since it sold its 
equities and corporate finance businesses last 

autumn. 

Recent press reports wrongfy suggested that 
Mr Rudloff was destined for Warburg Dillon 
Read. For the last four years be has been 
running his own investment bank, MC Secu- 
rities,^ which specialised in Eastern Europe and 
Russia, and which he recently sold to Robert 
Fleming. 

Now Mr Diamond is looking forward to his 
old boss bringing his well-known, hard-nosed 
deal making skills to Barclays Capital’s target 
markets: “the integration of the bond and loan 
markets, the introduction of the euro and the 
significant potential of emerging markets.” 

FORGET Eurovision and warbling Israeli 
transsexuals, the only contest accountants 
KPMG were interested in last weekend were 


FRESH from being appointed exclusive 
caterer to BAs no-frills airline Go, Costa Cof- 
fee is b ranching out into the music business. 
From this week, most of the Whitbread-owned 
group’s 85-odd outlets wfll be selling, along- 
side the latfes and deep-roasted espressos, a 
compilation CD called A Putumayo Blend: 
Music from the Coffee Lands. 

The idea is tbe brainchild of Dan Storper, 
chairman and chief executive of Putumayo. 
Dan got into the in-vogue “world music" 
through his previous business of selling tra- 
ditional clothing and artifacts in New York. 

Unveiling to developing countries for his 
merchandise, Dan found himself getting 
more and more interested in tbe local musical 
styles. Returning tome after his trips he would 
make tapes of the records he had bought and 
play them in the shop. When customers started 
asking about the music, he - with classic 
entrepreneurial flair - spotted another 


the municipal elections. Head of press rela- 
tions, Tim Roberts, was reasonably confident 
of winning the Ibry council of Friern Barnet 
in London for Labour. 

Sadly, our hero failed to “do a Tbny,” and 
the north London borough remains True Blue. 
At least it was a hard fight I'm told, and not 
“nul points". 

THERE was some ripe banter at Cable St 
Wireless Communications (CWC) yester- 
day as the company unveiled OK-isb results. 


business opportunity. 

The heady brew of coffee, e thnic music and 
books has worked well in the United States, 
where Putumayo CDs were apparently the first 
to be sold in the cafes of the huge booksellers 
Borders and Barnes & Noble, which are just 
entering the UK market 

And Storper, a cappuccino fiend himself, 
sees Costa as drawing on coffee houses’ 
original role in the development of institutions 
tike Lloyd's of London and gentlemen’s 
dubs. 
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Stewart boosted by 
season's first points 


Motor racing 


By Derek AQsop 

IT was business as usual in (he 
McLaren-Mercedes camp and 
(be scene reflected that: no ex- 
cessive celebrations, no gloat- 
ing. no flaunting. Another 
one-two had been clinically ac- 
complished. time to pack up and 
head for the next race. 

Evidence of spilling emo- 
tions was to be found along the 
pit-lane, at Stewart-Ford: jubi- 
lation, relief, and a discernible 
sense of vindication. Theirs was 
the unscripted triumph of the 
Spanish Grand Prix. 

Jackie Stewart arrived here 
facing an inquisition and there 
were those who relished his pub- 
lic discomfiture. Was his team 
up to it? Was he up to it? Ford 
were among those doubtless lis- 
tening for the answers. 

But then Rubens Barrichel- 
lo, the Brazilian driver who de- 
livered the team's only other 
points, from that remarkable 
second place at Monaco, a year 
earlier, produced a little gem of 
a drive, fending off the world 
champion, Jacques VQJeneuve 
and his Williams, to bring home 


the white car in fifth place. 
Stewart, three times world 
champion as a driver, grateful- 
ly embraced the two points as if 
they were his first. 

“The last lew weeks have 
been murder, 1 ’ he said. “We 
needed a good result here and 
we've got it.” 

The late completion of this 
year's car, the laborious move 
to a new factory, and Jan Mag- 
nussen's early poor form com- 
bined to intensify the pressure 
on Stewart. 

“It's stressful enough mov- 
ing home,” he said. “Imagine 
what it's like moving an entire 
race team. It's been very diffi- 
cult for us. But for all that I've 
never had second thoughts 
about going ahead with this. 
I've had ups and downs 
throughout my career. 

“I know people were look- 
ing for me to fail when I came 
back into formula One, but you 
always get that. It doesn't con- 
cern me. They said the same 
when we set up Paul Stewart 
Racing 1 0 years ago and we've 
run 12 championships and 122 
races with that team. 

“We also have a good team 
here. We have the resources and 


the facilities. Next monib we will 

have our test team in place and 
that is something we’ve obvi- 
ously needed. 

“Success at this level isn’t 
achieved overnight We can't ex- 
pect to take od the Fferraris, 
Benettons and Saubers of this 
world straight away. We're still 
finding our feeL n 

Barrichelo’s application thfc 
season has helped sustain the 
team’s optimism through the tri- 
als and MagrnEsen, who almost 
lost his job a fortnight ago, 
bought himself a little more 
time in the car by finishing 
Sunday’s race, albeit a distant 
12th. 

“The really pleasing thing is 
that Rubens managed to keep 
Vflleneuve behind him for the 
whole race,” Stewart said. 
“During the last third of the 
race, I was incredibly tense. 

“ft was great that Jan fin- 
ished. We just have to get his 
head in shape. We don’t want 
to change him if he can get his 
act together, and maybe this is 
the start for him.” 

Stewart returns to Monte 
Carlo, on Sunday week, in good 
heart while others hope the 
unique nature of the principal- 


ity's street circuit wfli provide 
him wifii the opportunity of 
dosing the gap on McLaren. 

Mikka Hakkinen’s success, 
here, ahead of his team-mate 
David Coultbard, was as re- 
sounding as it was anticipated 
by most. 

Ferrari will have to find sig- 
nificant improvements if 
Michad Schumacher is to sum- 
mon any sustained threat to 
McLaren and force Ron Den- 
nis to concentrate his team’s ef- 
forts on one of their drivers. 
Otherwise, Formula One is 
looking to Coulthard to chal- 
lenge Hakkinen and make a 
spectacle of the champion. 

Dennis said: T hope we 
have the problem of how we will 
handle which of the two will be 
going for the world champi- 
onship, but at this stage that 
would be too presumptuous. 

“They are comfortable with 
each other. We wQl not step in 
with any instructions because it 
is not necessary as it was at the 
start of the season.” 

McLaren have discovered 
the once elusive reliability to 
match their performance, and 
just now that is proving an 
irresistible formula. 


Ireland’s tour of S Africa still on hold 


Rugby Union 


THE FATE of Ireland's forth- 
coming lour of South Africa re- 
mained unclear yesterday 
despite the resignation of Louis 
Luyt, the president of the South 
African Rugby Football Union. 

“Our position remains un- 
changed,” said Mvuso Mbebe, 
the chief executive of the Na- 
tional Sports Council, referring 
to the controlling sports body's 
view that all international rug- 
by tours of the country are sus- 
pended pending further notice. 

“We had planned to contact 
the Irish Rugby Union today, but 


now will only do so after we have 
discussions with the [rugby 
union] provinces,” Mbebe 
added. 

followup Luyt’s resignation, 
the sports minister, Steve 
Tshwete said all tours to South 
Africa would go ahead. But the 
NSC has insisted this will hap- 
pen only once the entire Sarfu 
executive committee steps down. 

The seven remaining mem- 
bers of the committee -- who are 
all white - could resign en 
masse today following allega- 
tions of nepotism and racism, 
four other black members re- 
signed last week in protest at 
Luyt. A spokesman for Sarfu 


said that the remaining seven 
members “may all resign and be 

re-elected It would convince 

the NSC that everything is be- 
ing done democratically.” 

Luyt made his resignation of- 
ficial yesterday by faxing a let- 
ter to the union’s headquarters. 
This was greeted by Mbebe as 
“a step in the right direction”. 

The toll of professional rug- 
by union's punishing season wffl 
show this morning when Eng- 
land’s coach, Clive Woodward, 
names his southern hemisphere 
tour squad at Twickenham. 

The list of high-profile ab- 
sentees from the 38-man squad 
for the tour to New Zealand, 


Australia and South Africa, is 
likely to include the England 
captain, Lawrence Dallaglio, 
his Lions counterpart, Martin 
Johnson, the Bath centres, Je- 
remy Guscott and Phil de 
GlanviDe, plus Mike Catt, David 
Rees, Tony Underwood, 
Richard Hill and Tim Rodber. 
Woodward has promised that 
only players who are “100 per 
cent mentally and physically 
fit” should travel. 

Several uncapped players, 
should have a chance to prove 
themselves. England face Aus- 
tralia on 6 June, New Zealand 
on 20 and 27 June and should 
play South Africa on 4 July. 



T®er Woodson the way to the win that made him work! No I again 


Photograph: Reuters 


Woods claims first victory in 10 months 


TIGER WOODS shook off a 
shaky opening nine holes and 
held off a steady challenge from 
Jay Don Blake to win the Bell- 
South Classic by one stroke on 
Sunday, ending a 10-month win- 
less drought on the PGA tour. 

Woods, who had not won 
since taking the Western Open 


last July, led Blake by three 
shots entering the final round 
after setting a new course- 
record 63 on Saturday. He went 
bn to shoot an even-par 72 and 
finished off at 271, 17-under- 
par. 

This victory moves Woods 
back to lop spot in the world 


golf rankings issued yesterday, 
overhauling South Africa’s 
Ernie Els who slips down to sec- 
ond place. 

The win ended a string of J5 
PGA tournaments without a win 
for Woods, who won six of the 
first 21 events he entered as a 
professional. 


Smith 
stuck in 
sad saga 


Sailing 


By Stuart AtacmdflJV 

THE sad saga of Britain’s Silk. 

Cui was tinged with a hint of hu- 

initiation yesterday as L«wk 


jyiim — . 

ther back on the eighth leg of 
the Whitbread race from An- 
napolis to La Rochelle. _ _ 

Smith was not alone infos 
miserv as another famous 
name’ John Kosteck^ brought 
op the rear in Chesae Racmg, 
over 200 miles behind the 
leader, Paul Standbridge, who 
has just 1,200 miles to go in 
Tbshiba. 

But Smith, in eighth place. 
was going really slowly, having 

found a spot in the Atlantic with 

hardly any wind to push him 
along. He has been reduced to 
praying that a foreost new 
westerly wind wiD pick him up 

and help him dose the gep over 

the next 36 hours. 

Standbridge had slightly in- 
creased his lead over Grant 
Dalton in Merit Cup, and these 
two had a 25-mile cudiiau on 
the overall leader and third- 
placed Paul Cayard in EF Lan- 
guage. 

Third would suit the Cali- 
fornia n very nicely as, even 
though the only man who could 
attack him. Gunnair Krantz. 
moved a flu-hit Swedish match 
up to fifth place, this would 
leave Cayard with a 127-poinl 
advantage over Krantz. 

That is more than Krantz 
could score on the final leg to 
Southampton so Cayard, whose 
father is French, should be 
able to celebrate an overall win 
in the Volvo Trophy this week- 
end. 

There is, however, still some 
tricky navigation to complete. 
“Up ahead is a minefield of Gghl 
air,” said Standbridge. “It is crit- 
ical to ride this front as long as 
possible and try to get on to the 
back of a stationary low at 15 
degrees west which win get us 
into the Bay of Biscay." 

Positions, Digest, page 27 
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Today we publish the updated results of The 
Independent Fantasy Football League. The 
league table includes all scores up to MAY 3rd. 
The player fist includes scores from all games 
played until May 10th. Neither set of scores in- 
cludes results from the FA Cup. The overall win- 
ner at the end of the season will win a pair of 
tickets to the World Cup finals in France this 
summer. 


Every time oar of your players score you get (oar points. There 
are four paints for u keeper or a defender every time their 
team keeps a dean Aeet. If a player scores the winning goaL 
Le.: if there is a one goal difference in (he scareline, the play- 
er scoring the final goal for the winning team is awarded 1 
bonus ] >oint awarded in addition to standard goal related points. 
Eueh successful Assist, a pass judged by oar experts to lead 
directly to a goal, will ghe a player 3 points. The opinion of 
our experts on the matter is final. Each player selected and 
starting a game will be unztrded one point. 


If a player is green a \*How Card they lose 1 point if a 
player Is green a Bed Card they lose 3 points. Own goals, ei- 
ther scored or conceded, do not count 

The Premiership Manager that you choose will be award- 
ed 8 points if their reoHife team wins, 1 point is awarded 
if they draw' and no points are green if tliey lose. 

Updated player scores and league tables will be published 
every Tbesday in The Independent and repealed the fal- 
lowing Sunday in the Independent on Sunday. 



Independent Fantasy Football 


LEAGUE TABLE 

POS 

NAME 

TEAM 

POINTS 

1 

Mr D Edmondson 

Edmo United 

1133 

2 

Mr J Hayes 

Early Birds 

1126 

3 

Mr Archer 

No Wright 

1113 

3 

Mr C King 

Seeking Victory 

1113 

3 

Mr P Tulfer 

Pin Ups 4 

1113 

3 

Mr D Evans 

Boothen End Old Boys 

1113 

3 

Mr J Cot 

Southville FC 

1113 

9 

Mr 1 Boyle 

Wembley Bounders 

1105 

9 

Mr A Wingrave 

Tbny's Boys 

1102 

9 

Mr T Lyons 

Diana’s Demons 

1102 

12 

Mr M PBwley 

Robert’s Raiders 

1102 

J3 

Mr B Sari 

Simply The Best 

1098‘ 

14 

Mr D Sari 

The Untouchables 

1096 

14 

Mr D Aston 

301/5 80/5 2nd 11 

1092 

15 

Mr A Cboudi 

NQoes 9ih 11 

1092 

15 

Mr M Ewins 

Mikes A Team 

1089 

IS 

MrSScoU 

Unbeatable 

1089 

19 

Mr T Brazier 

Wow for Short 

1087 

20 

Mr S Scott 

The Dream Team 

1084 

21 

Mr M Ewins 

I've Started But WQl 1 Finish 1083 

21 

Mr M Ewins 

Mikes A 'foam 

1079 

21 

Mr A Mitchell 

The Eye For It 

1079 

21 

Mr K Boyle 

Qogston Rovers 

1079 

21 

Mr G Bell 

The Hairy Monsters 

1079 

26 

Mr S Mann 

Rebecca Rovers 

1079 

27 

Mr M Ewins 

Mikes A foam 

1077 

28 

MrD Adorpyd 

Jades Lads 

1075 

29 

Miss L Wild 

Amerretto FC 

1073 

30 

Mr I Brown 

The Hoofers 

1070 

30 

Mr D Aston 

Billy's Bovs 3rd 11 

1069 

32 

Mr S Scott 

Reading 

1069 

33 

Mr N Peat 

Tim's Tigers 

.1068 

34 

Mr J McCrossam 

Washed Up Army 

1065 

35 

Mr D Deper 

Quick Start 

1064 

35 

Mr W Bair 

Brookes Rangers 

1062 

37 

Mr P Cridland 

PDC2 

1060 

38 

Mr A Cummineham The Zebra 

1059 

38 

Mr A Pringle 

Dead Out Rangers 

1059 

40 

Mr R Dunn 

Wirriors 

. 1058 

41 

Mr D Baker 

Dead Heat 

1057 

42 

Mr G Bell 

Stunning Stunts 

1066 


OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYS) FROM 8 AUGUST-10 May 


CODE TUVEB 


GOALKEEPERS 


300 Seaman 

303 Lukfc 

304 Majuringcr 

305 Rostech 

306 Oakes 

307 Wabxm 
30*> Lease 
3W Rower* 

330 F3sd 

333 Branagao 

334 DeGocy 

335 Grata 

336 

337 

338 Nrah 

339 Day 

340 Poom 

343 Hmh 

344 SoiuhaH 

345 GemnJ 
34ti Martjrn 

347 Bceoct 

348 Keller 
3-N Poole 
350 James 
353 Warner 
364 ScfamefctaJ 

355 Vim Dcr Goow 

356 Ch en 

357 Hwtap 

358 Pressman 

359 Thytoi 

360 Beasani 

363 Walker 

364 Baidscn 

365 MDdosko 

366 Sulhvan 

DEFENDERS 


40) Dixon 

403 Upson 

404 Pcm 

405 Grimaufi 

406 Wane i twin 

407 Boukt 

408 Adam 

409 Keanu 
430 Summon 

433 wtittafe 

434 EUnm 

435 Nctem 

436 Wrighl 

437 Sameca 

438 Grayson 

439 Moss) 

440 Applet? 

443 Thompson 

444 Krizan 

445 Ban 

446 Lc Sun 

447 Coleman 

448 Heotbj 

449 Kama 

450 HmcIkc 
453 VUety 

IT yen would (ike 


ARS 

I 

82 

4D 

ARS 

0 

0 

ID 

ARS 

1 

31 

3D 

AV 

5 

65 

4.0 

AV 

P 

8 

)-S 

BAR 

1 

50 

ID 

BAR 

0 

12 

ID 

BLA 

5 

51 

52 


a 

33 

13 

BOL 

l 

74 

U 


s 

76 

(.0 

TOT 

0 

0 

ID 

COV 

0 

52 

i ■> 

COV 

1 

38 

ID 

CRY 

0 

0 

L0 

CRY 

0 

0 

JD 

DER 

s 

89 

1.2 

DER 

0 

*1 

\h 

EVE 

0 

24 

3D 

EVE 

0 

4 

LS 

LEE 

2 

81 

3J 

LEE 

0 

1 

ID 

LEI 

1 

86 

25 

LEI 

0 

Q 

15 

LTV 

0 

70 

35 

UV 

0 

0 

ID 

1 JVi B 

0 

96 

55 


10 

16 

12 


1 

55 

25 

m 1 ' 'l iTB 

0 

21 

25 


J 

68 

.ID 

sou 

0 

0 

ID 

sou 

0 

0 

ID 

TOT 

1 

S7 

3j4 

TOT 

0 

21 

ID 

WH 

D 

L3 

15 

WIM 

1 

93 

2.7 

ARS 

1 

85 

25 

ARS 

1 

17 

2D 

ARS 

■ I 

119 

42 

ARS 

1 

51 

27 

ARS 

I 

112 

25 

ARS 

1 

54 

25 

ARS 

I 

99 

45 

ARS 

1 

54 

45 

AV 

D 

59 

3.0 

AV 

5 

65 

52 

AV 

1 

78 

3D 

AV 

a 

55 

U 

AV 

5 

7b 

3.0 

AV 

0 

.12 

■IT 

AV 

5 

65 

22 

Bar 

1 

45 

15 

bar 

1 

19 

20 

BAR 

0 

6 

L0 

BAR 

D 

14 

ID 

MAN 

5 

76 

3A 

CHE 

0 

72 

5 D 

BLA 

0 

0 

3D 

BLA 

4 

79 

44 

BLA 

s 

94 

L9 

BLA 

4 

% 

2D 

BLA 

0 

32 

3D 


rose fitfnca 


454 AmlctGSon 

455 Cox 

456 Etas 

457 Rurdcmgb 

458 Tagga/i 

459 Betnscra 

460 Dittany 

463 Fetrescu 

464 Lamtatmfc 

465 Leboesf 

466 Sinclair 

467 Data 

468 Shaw 

469 Burrows 

470 Hawaii 

473 Ehwartby 

474 Gordon 

475 Masai 

476 Hu <le 

477 Uinghmi 
47S Roberts 

479 Hradresson 

480 Srimac 

483 C Powell 

484 Launct) 

485 F-tyitio 

486 PbctaQ 

487 Start 

488 Wrawo 

489 Uoswcutb 

4 90 Hfactatiffe 

493 Bilk 

494 Kelly 

495 Wettanll 

496 Moieoaar 

497 Dorigci 

498 Robertson 

499 Vbkta 

500 Whitlow 

503 EnkM 

504 Wans 

505 

506 

507 Harises 

508 Kvanne 

509 Bforactye 
530 Mattco 

533 MfcAicer 

534 G Neville 

535 P Neville 

536 Irwin 

537 PaDister 

538 May 

539 

540 SDva 

543 Albert 

544 How 

545 Peacock 

546 Barton 

547 BeiesfonJ 

548 Btaxkaa 

549 Nolan 

550 AUbwn» 

553 Whlkcr 

554 Stcfesorir . 

555 Newsome 

556 Monfcn 

557 Dodd 

558 Benali 

559 VwGobbd 


BLA 

BOL 

BOL 

BOL 

BOL 

BOL 

CHE 

CHE 

CHE 

CHE 

CHE 

COV 

COV 

COV 

COV 

CRY 

CRY 

CRY 

CRY 

CRY 

ww 

CRY 

DER 

DER 

DER 

DER 

EVE 

EVE 

EVE 

WH 

SHEF 

EVE 

LEE 

LEE 

LEE 

LEE 

LEE 

LEI 

BOL 

LEI 

LEI 

UV 

UV 

UV 

UV 

UV 

UV 

UV 

MAN 

MAN 

.MAN 

MAN 

MAN 

MAN 

MAN 

NEW 

NEW 

NEW 

NEW 

SOU 

SHEF 
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Bahr’s class to make Midnight toil 





By Greg Wood 

IF it is the function of a good 
Classic trial to offer a few firm 
hints as to how a more impor- 
tant race may turn out, but with- 
out giving the game away 
entirely, then it seems fair to de- 
scribe today’s Musidora Stakes 
at York, as small but perfectly 
formed. 

Cape Vferdi, the favourite for 
the Oaks on 5 June, will go 
straight to Epsom without an- 
. other race (if, indeed, she con- 
gests the Oaks at all), but the 
next two horses in the market. 
Midnight Line and Bahr, form 
half the field for the feature 
event on the first afternoon of 
a new Flat season at York. 


First show 


A total of four horses may 
seem like a desperate turn out 
for a race worth £ 45,000 , since 
many puntere would cheerful- 
ly trot around 10 furlongs of the 
Knavcsmire themselves for lit- 
tle more than a tenner or so. 

None the less, this is an in- 
triguing event, and all the more 
so since one of the two obvious 
contenders. Midnight Line, 
seems sure to start at very short 
odds indeed following her eight- 
length win in the Pretty Polly 
Stakes at Newmarket on 1,000 
Guineas day. 

It is not just the distance that 
Midnight Line put between 
herself and second place that 
day, although that' was impres- 
sive enough, but also the fact 


that she is trained by Hemy Ce- 
cil, who has won five of the last 
11 runnings of the Musidora, 
which will persuade punters to 
reach for some chunky bundles 
of banknotes this afternoon. 
Four of those winners, 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP; Bahr 
(York 3.10) 

NB; Raffaello 
(York 2.35) 

meanwhile, went on to take the 
Oaks itself, so victory for the 
favourite today will see her 
shrink to within a point or so of 
Cape Verdi, who is top-priced 
arI5-S with the Tote this morn- 
ing, in the Classic betting. 


The shorter the price, how- 
ever, the greater the need to 
question a horse’s form, and 
there are at least two worries 
which remove Midnight Line 
from consideration as a betting 
proposition today. The first is 
the actual merit of her win at 
Newmarket, given that the op- 
position was far from out- 
standing and the time of the 
race merely reasonable. 

The second comes in the 
handsome form of Bahr herself, 
who arrives at York unbeaten in 
her two races as a juvenile. Both 
successes were recorded in the 
style of a very promising filly, 
and while she is making her sea- 
sonal debut today, she cannot 
be far from peak fitness given 


that the Oaks itself fa just three 
and a half weeks away. It would 
be no surprise to see Bahr 
(3-10) overturn the odds laid on 
Midnight Line, and if the rush 
for Cecil's fiUy pushes the price 
of her main opponent out to 
near, say, 2-1, she would cer- 
tainly be worth a bet.. 

The televised supporting 
card today fa composed of three 
handicaps, but since these are 
York handicaps, which always 
seem that little bit more 
tractable than those at many 
other courses, all are worth a 
second look. The most valuable 
is the rated stakes for three- 
year-olds, which includes several 
whose ability is far from fully ex- 
posed, with Sweet Reward 


(235) likely to go well at a fan- 
price. Crystal Falls seems sure 
to start favourite for the open- 
er after an unluhky second last 
time out, and wiih Ffanlde Det- 
tori on board will certainty go 
dose, but the Italian's great ri- 
val Kieren F^flon could frustrate 
him a gain on Largesse (next 
best 2.05). 

The sprint too has an obvi- 
ous favourite in Sheltering Sky, 
who won in style at Newmar- 
ket's Guineas meeting. Again, 
though, a better alternative 
may be to scan the remainder, 
and GHMHRTUIL (nap 3.40), 
who was going well in the same 
race until lack of condition got 
the better of him, may turn the 
tables today. 
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YORK. 

2.05: LARGESSE ran on excellent 
race to finish five lengths second lo 
Raise A Prince in a competitive lm 
4f handicap at the Newmarket 
Craven meeting. He looks fairly 
handicapped on that form and can 
go one better today. Crystal Falls 
looks the main danger. 

□OQ 

2J5: NAUTICAL STAR justified hK 
trainer’s high opinion of him with 
a short-head victory over Noble De- 
mand in a decent lm 2f handicap 
at the Newmarket Craven meeting. 
This colt is a progressive sort who 
should be followed. Bawsian, a 
most consistent type, may pose the 
most problems. 


HYPERION'S 
TV TIPS 


3J0: MIDNIGHT LINE, who es- 
tablished herself as a decent two- 
year-old last year, looks better than 
ever at three judging by the man- 
ner in which sbe bumbled some fair 
rivals by eight lengths and more in 
the Listed Pretty Polly Slakes over 
lm 2f at Newmarket on 1.000 
Guineas day recently. Bahr, who 
created a favourable impression on 
both her starts as a juvenile, has 
been heavily backed for the Oaks 


in recent weeks. Bahr is dearly con- 
sidered a more than able deputy for 
stablemate Gape Vferdi should the 
UJOO Guineas winner be switched 
to the Derby. She is the obvious 
danger. 

oxj 

3.40: SHELTERING SKY looked 
like he had found his forte when 
beating Hill Magic by a neck in a 
highly competitive 29-runner hand- 
icap over six furlongs at Newmar- 
ket on 2,000 Guineas day. He 
remains leniently treated and can 
go in' again. The Punier, who is 
quite favourably handicapped on his 
best form, might prove the most-po- 
tem threat. 


1 York I 


HYPERION 

2.05 Largesse 

3.40 SHELTERING SKY (nap) 

235 Nautical Star (nb) 

4.10 Pfpalong 

3.10 Midnight Line 

4.40 Laurentide 




GOING: Good (Good to Soft in beck s&tegWV 
STALLS: 5t 61 & 71 - stands side; round corns - rtskte. 

□RAW ADVANTAGE: Nona 

. •left-hand. U-shaped course. Hat and ideal lor the poMerfii gal opat 
•■•Course is vn south of aty on A*)3a York ral station tm ADMISSION: County Stand 
^£3* (S23 year-olds E15); Tattereate £t3; Sfwr tag ts (OAPft E250J; Couree Ehdosure 
£3 (DAPs £150). Reductions (or 3-day badges. CAR PARK: £2. remainder free. 
•LEADING TRAINERS: U Stouta 25-120 (20S%1 H Cecil 19-80 (238%), B HUh 14-109 
rGLB%), J Dunlop 12-75 (16%), P Cola 12-101 (119%), L CunmnJ ii-7» p49%l 
•LEADING JOCKEYS: L Dettori 39-T7Bpto%), Pat Eddery 25-172 (t45%l J Raid 21 -144 
fU6%). K FaOon 20-154 W R Strinbum 14-79 (1Z7%1 T Quton 14-ttS <94%X 
•FAVOURITES: 174-495 (332%). 

BUNKERS) FIRST DUE: Nona 

LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS: Sfietterfeig Sky (34(J) & Bftayq (MQ) sent 255 tides. 



2.05 


YORKSHIRE LIFE MAGAZINE HANDICAP 
(CLASS C) £12,500 added 1m 4f £9,625 


B 4-12 FUH7tmO(S)(Bt)(MnBnvttUNuon5t»ra9l)MaHnn8e -JLDtoortS 1<» 

O 3840 SWttREWAmplfcSTtBBxritJGSmytbOBtxjurvas RPmhtmW J7t 

If 5343 HIGHWAYMAN (28) (Hghclere Ttnaj^dred RMng LM) M State 84_JI J Khara 3 P0 
-11 declared - 

BETTING: 5-1 ffighnym, 5-1 Nodical St* 134 Last ChrMnas, 7-1 Bavatan, Smart Squat 
Khata.B-1 Cany Ita Flog. 10-1 RaflaeBo, 12-1 Kotnhtu; QpiMaBc, 25-1 Swset Rmawd 
W7: D* By 3 9 2 U Mb 4-1 Jt far (B Wfe) than (fi) O ran 
FORM GUIDE 

KHALAS dd nothing wrong aa a two-yesr-okf end perhaps he can emulate The Ply here, 
with Bony H/ts horses gong aa eel Khafcts has yet to race behind seven futongs but 
there's plenty of stamina on lm dam rida. Ufa also ruts Lest Christman, second to a 
useful type in Scorned n a c cndMcn s race on heavy ground at Kempton and. Bee so 
many of these, open to improvement A possible acce pte r In that respect is Bounton, 
sue to find lie tougher after going up 9«> tor the wide-maigfri wm at Doncaster. Not ttiet 
Bremen tart bady when stepped up to a mia and a half to Hgh And Mgfdyti race at 
Chaste* and (wo lengtha behind him there was Noble Demand the horse touched off by 
Nautical fHar at Newmarket This coufd be more Baxwaarfe trip. Nautical Star commands 
respect even though has up Ob and might ewntualy do better over longer tfatance a , 
Highwayman was about six lengths behtod Nautical Star at Newmarket but has a 9b 
pi* and may ham needed the outing (ha was easy to bodi). Smart S quaufa Listed wto 
a TbUouse makes Iwn diffajt to asaaas but the tact that he was tried in the Group Three 
horrte Fffl m Newbury beforehand (fifth to La-Fb) suggests he has qualty to rui wel m- 
derOstfib m this harefcap. Iftiofimf. who beat to pwo fght fGomfetar In a ftUMimar 
conations race at Ncstin^iam, cant have given hrs true nmtog when taled oh last of 
four in last Tlusdayb Dee Stales at Chester wan by Protx. Selection: KHALAS 


h.-* ■; ..TJC 


i » 


£St£ 




1 MSB LAflE5SE(Z7)(D)(Msfteema/YlilCHzto«Wz) JafitBary* BO KWfanlO SS 

2 12006 TYKEYVOR (21) (D) (Seyma* BkxjdHlx* (IK) LM) laOy Hernss B99....GDuffiokl7 107 

3 dm- TESSAJ06 (199) (D) (ffiey Pannerd^ lfcsJACa™dB69B, XCtomodtBM 

4 5000- CELESTIAL CHOIR (J46) (CD) [Mb Canto Sykes) J L fye B B B !Wawer3 M 

5 «&+ DAf«GffiEM(USA)(B)(HRHPnraFahdSahwdPCdB4 92 T (Won 13 » 

B 03505 VMRR(i90))(Kenieto«WtesCiVPCaliwB92 JCam812 9* 

7 »32 CRYSTAL FALLS p) (CH SewrtqTEasteiby 53 B LDBttnd21I3 

8 -0600 DUKHAN(USA)(27)(D)(likJBnF)akher)EAision4S6 JF Egan 11 S3 

9 3SBIJ MGHTC(TY(5) (Ngai Sfaattf K Bute 7 6 5 DSmmay(3]8 fir 

D 00060 JACKTHEIAD(10) (Krth Khst Ratiwsfip) J Hetherton 4 8 3 RPbancbl 00 

71 0006 BEQORRATJU) (Mim Rym) DMoHatt4 81 N Pnfari (7) B B 88 

C 000-8 NO CLICHES (15) (Mark A LBalhan^ D rfchofc 530 F Norton 4 W 

Q 66006 AFRICAN SUN 0J)(Noflj Ftedw) U Chapman 5 7tL , RYAnten(S)5 64 

. -.fAdactewd- . • 

Mmunijm iwight-VSHOBrrnw hUKSapv^tMricmStn Set 8b.' 

BETTlMGe 7^ CljsM ftfc, M COlBiltalCbofc; 132 Ujgmw.T-1 DtekGre«,M WmvocNiBttaK 

10-1 Wifc; 12-1 to Cfichoa, 14-1 tXjkhan.Tteaajoa, 20-1 Bagonnt. Jack Thilal, 66-1 AWcan Sun 

«S7: Angi»G 5 9 n K Dstay 2-1 fav (Ms U Rwetoy) (town B 1Z mn 
PORM GUIDE 

Crystal Falls hasril raced much smea hta twoyeaKMd da^ but he NB has the abfty to 
wm a fianclcap such as thte, havtng finished a ctoae Becond. nrrtng on, to Moweiga at 
Doncaster last Meek. With FranJdo Dettori on board again ant an extra quarter** to 
travel Crystal Fate has a sound chance, but Mowalgati stablemate TYKEYVOH rryu 
be the answer. Third to Ramaadi Sun ii this race two years ago, Tytayvor was a long 
way ofl ihe winner, Ugh-Rise, ii a coreftians race al Pontefract first tine back, but thffl 
ten-furlong trip is on tha short side tor Tytayvor these days, pkre the race was ran at a 
crawl early on Tytayvor terrt badly harefcapped and doesnft mind cut in the gnxmd and, 
with Danish Rhpasody winning at Haydock on Stnday, the signs are that Lady Hemes' 
horses are in good toon George Outfield was on board when Tytayvor won twice back 
h MSS Lady Hjarries 1 Arctic 7hur>der canted KW whan he won We fhrae years ago and 
Largesse looks sm to go wel under the same big weight. Selection: TYKEYVOR 



TATTERSALLS MUSIDORA STAKES 
(Group 3) (CLASS A) £45,000 added 3YO 
lm 2f 85yds Penalty Value £25,700 

1 its-l UaWKafTU»E(USA)P)p)(HRHF>r¥reFBn3S6hBn)HCedBtL_ XMnsm 

2 220- AUOaffNT (22^ (Ixrd Vtenjoch) U SKjuIb B 8. W R Swtabtan 4 B3 

3 364 AMIA(B)(CER*tai)CaiOn8fl— .D Harrison 2 33 

4 tl- BAHT pD0)(GDdaphn)SBeed ten SuoorSB— — -LDortoril »23 

-4dedwed- 

BETDHG: 44 Uktotght Ltae, M Bahr, 6-1 AUvneit, 104 Am 
«7: Rums 01 \fcras 3 8 if K Fata fi-B toi (H Ceci) dam (9| to ran 
FORM GUIDE 

fast. ground suts a Generous .so Nsdau^iterBafir tsgoingto gtye MIDNIGHT UNE a 
race. Few can tSspute the svporiorhy ot WdnightLine over her rtvate tothe Pretty Poly 
at Newii w ita t nhe days ago. Not too many defy the penalty to that mca, but MfahlQhi 
Lre <M A to the time ai eight lengths tram Leggsra. Bahr staid relsh this fast ten fun 
longs. UrtoeOen et tvw whan trained by Barry H9W. Bahr beat the goB» at Nawbuy In 
August after the vary easy win on her dabut at Doncaster Those wins impressed the 
GtKUphm team enough to seora her lor Dubai and Bahrt chance has to took bri^tur 
h Stftf of Cape VtoreAs win far toe yard In the Gtawas. AAgnment, beaten a short head 
by Ifcta^t Lite at Goodwood on her 9eooraf start and now 2b better ofl, ran bady 
when pidng too hard n the HBetf UBs ar Ascot and finished firmer betend Uw. 

Eheb the type to progress and is better than Anna, who was nkw lengths adrift of Mid- 
night Lira h the Pretty Pofy. B a l Bcrt mr MPWGHTUNE 


BETTBiG: 3-1 Shritering Sty, 6-1 Qainhdd, 7-1 DotUa Atfion, Sr^erior Premtsn, 8-1 Doable 
Spimdoot HI-1 Tto Pnzlac 13-1 Win CapRilM, Raliirn Of AaWv 14-1 Ztesy** Doncac World 
Prentta, 25-1 Onahs Cky; Law Gonmbalon. 5D-1 Damute 
B97. Bcin Joanne 4 8 8 G faWn p) «-1 fT Easterly) dnwm pj * ran 
FORM GUIDE 

SHELTERING SK7 has gone up Ob tor winning by Just a neck at Newmarket bul Ml be 
dHficutt to hold off If he produces ihe same late surge that afciwed tan to catch hB Msg- 
ie late on, with previoua winnere Maread and Ahmya AS® third end foirti. Hi Wsglc pted 
Shattering Sky a camplment when he beat to othere at Lingflekl on Sotwfay end there 
mid stii be better to come from the Diriop co!L That Nawmartat race was only Ns sev- 
enth and Ns first at this dfetanca QabnMia (tavourha) was almost eight lengths behind 
Sheltering Sky to Newmartad but has an Bib pul. One that cam be tended to trouble She!- 
taring Sky at these weights Is Ratum Of Aster, as he best the Dunlap horse a length In 
Desert Beauty's race at Newmaitat last autumn and ts 6fa better oft Mfck Ktoane. who 
rode Return Of Amin that day; la bade an board, the snag being Ihat Ratum Of Amin mist 
bounce back from a bslow-par nxi ki the Rtoon handcap won by Mala. OouMa Actfon 
was beaten a neck by Rahm 01 Amn here last June, but he conceded toto that day end 
bsafRatumOfAmln(now8l)bfittarof9elghtlengttoovercouRsaanddBtance|r)Sap- 
tembec Double Action also dto batter lhan Superior Prwnhatt (third) and ZRay 1 * Danoer 
(seventh) h the Ayr Gold Cup won by Wldwood Flower, although he night be pushed 
to confirm thte farm, StjMrior Premium has ff» beating of Double Adlan an their running 
behtod Cararttn in s eondfions raca at Fteydock ten days aga wtrte Zlggyb Dancar coUd 
ba ready ta the step back ire to six tutongs after Wshtog second to Swino at Ttask 
and to Westoout Magic al Chestac Selection: SHEHERINGSKY 

E.B.F. NOVICE STAKES (CLASS D) £10,000 added 2YD 
Allies 5f Penalty Value £7^45 

1 I4PALDIIG (28) (D)(TH BerretO TEasWtiy 90 LCtamodtS 

1 LAIWCAkE fll) (D) (Comertatl Brciws Umad) J Bary B W ..C Tunthw (3)7 

LDattortl 

DHamagb(7)4 

MJKksneS 

K Mob 2 


BMT ALLAyL (Shekh Aimed Al Moktoun) M Charon B 8_ 
RRST LEGACY (MU Mttt) U Mtab B 8 . 

LADY QB0RQIA (A J flktaity C Mttin 8 8. 


2 U1 MAR PROSPECTOR W (Bernard KsShwey) COwyerfi 8. 

20 SAPHUtE (U)(Bf) (Us Merbn Rogers! CBooti 88 

TOP ORDER (USA) (HRH Prince FaMSi*nar}P Otto 8 B-. 

-Sdacbred- 


JCDwtaya 

JTQokinS 


BETTING: 2-1 Piprtonft 9-4 BW AMayl 9-2 Tbp Onta; W Lady Gaor^a, M Ladyctew, KM Lu- 
tar Proapacttit ; 20-1 SipM«,33-f fate Legacy 
toB7: BsteKeThs Boohs 2 &8 M Eddery 3-1 (R Hannon) dawn 0) 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

BINT ALLAYAL, a January Sean Desert By , m the subject of vary encowogtog home 
reports and ie expected to meta a winning debut Ladyoalre w* find this nudi frwtfwr 
than whan wtoring id Mitesetoin^ wtaBLunBrPnoapBCtnnnehiptoLadycakebata- 
Womato KastaMvat Doncaster tastmak, wfi also do w(rt to win hi thte company SapNre 
■s out of her depth judged on the avtoencq of two runs to data but PI poking could not 
have bean more fcnpraiwwe h beating Cortege Music X2 lengths (eased) at J^pwn and is 
wa4 worth a try In Iras better nice. Selection: EMNT ALLAKAL 


3,40 


Q nc I SHEPHERD TROPHY RATED HANDICAP (CLASS WJZH 
I B) E2S.000 added 3YO 1m 2f 85vds £16.193 MBm 

OtM KOWSTAR p5) (BF) (Cbas ^ct) P Hams 9 7 WRMnbnml 94 

OTta- SMART SQUALL (USA) (15Q (peogeWbid) Lad Fkatagdon 96 JReidfl 92 

CHfltSTllAS(3l) WDShaa^ BHfe63 JfelEddaryrt BS 

.KRAOtt2T03 
..TCkihn4 97 
_UHBb7 09 
-RHBaB 90 


31-2 IAST CHRSTNAS (31) it O Stead) BNfeOS. 
2-tm BAWSIAN(q(I9(DwldScotOJLEyie8to- 


I GUILBEHT OFREX RATED HANDICAP 
(CLASS B) £20,000 added 6f £12,699 

3002-1 IXXJBraSnB«XXn(S)(CP)(ERl*tS0n)PF^teB97 DBMHWy (3)4 97 

COOP- OMAHA CRY (207) 0rian (kitty UDBGiiby 4 94 J7 Cochran# 12 95 

«U4 THE PUZZLER (0) (Q) (Lady Kdiad Vfeiadeyt B Hfe 78 3 HUH 13 712 

B453 DOUBLE ACTION (13) (CD) (BF) (C H Stowe) T Easterly 492 KFataiBIOS 

80402 SUPBflOR PRHOUM (10) (JC Raisons) R Fahey 4 92 R Wtafan (6) 7 H8 


WORLD OF RACING EXHIBITION STAKES (CLASS B) 
£15,000 added 3YO lm 6t Penalty Value £9,159 

1 DT2-S ANOSTRQM (14) (StwMi UrtKnnnad) U Stouto 9 1 : JRtedS 


4.40 


2 3421 ajWTQ(2S) (HandonAIMektoun) JDuilcp91 . 

3 »■ SWON(l82)flWnBBRa*g)MjDliBk)n91 

4 2 LAURBdlDE RISA) (2Q pkaVk^niBKnKfalRon) HCad8 12. 

5 M THRASWG (IQ (Sanid Maroa)C Mteto 8C.~ 


R Kb 5 

_DHottaal4 
— KMtaol 
_MJKtane2 


00540- WCHJLD PfOHBl (zati gj’j (MsCEBitUri) CMtekl5B0 LDltlorlSIM 

10056 LAWCOMMSaOH (27) (U) (RaynwriTbctfi) DBswrthSS'Q JN PaBnd (7) 1 113 

04QID- DQMfUA (312) (Q) (AW Boa^ TD McCarthy 88.13 SSmfasS - 


4BV- CARRV TOE RAG (217) (Altos CfflrtodcaJou) P Cob B 19 
HO-1 HAUTTCALSTAfipfi) (D) (UcflSl ItaxJlDp^ J HteB t2.. 
0221- KHALAS (197) (Hgmdan AJ Uatonun] B Hto B D 


. 25361 SHBJERMG SKY (W){D|(V Mums Susan AbbotflJDutop 48 12. Jta Eddery 11 MS 

0 43464 kSnURECAPfTAUST® jCtfl(WGS.mn)DS4ch*9fl7l A*K»8 »wh6 JOB 

tl 2th-0 GBI4H50U1. (10) (D) (BF) (U J Dwwcn) L Curort 4 B 7 R Rrancb 10 107 

C 00360 RETURN OF AMSi (34) (C£9 (ShBfthAnin WtariJJ Bed** 487 HJKtoane2 7D7 

13 637022 ZJGGTS QAMCER (USA) p) (P) (pF) (J Como*) E Abtan 7 8 7 ^JFEganS 69 

-13dectuad- 


0 no- CPTTWSTK^iCJfl^fcMEGl^n^HTcrp^B® SO Moasna wb&c Btt TBi Mtfwrtapwftte ttebmOl Amin Ba6te2)KBr1i Dancar list 4b 


-Sdadared- 

ETTMG: Mtremtkle, »1 Shun, 92 ffltiytv 112 Angstrom, 1*1 TteaaHng 
mr. Ffrtrg Around 3 8 to K ftflon 1 M far (U State) drawn RJ 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

LAU RENT! DE was no match tor much batter fancied atabiamata Capri on her debut at 
Newmariort last month, but she finished a daer aacond beat and the winner frsntad too 
farm whan fblowing up by nina tentfhB from See Wtee back at Ttowmaricat, with Threah- 
tog a furthar six tw* in tfWti Larartido wt know much more now end the extra two 
fcxtongs are su« to v«k In har favour. Angstrom and Bhayq are much more axperi- 
enced than Lreawtkte. Bhayq won wel from Bht Kaldoui at Thtak bet time end is pra- 
terredafthstwaanan. who sprang a 20-1 supriwon hfe debut at Rsdcar hat seesoa 
wrt an to be tenth to stebtameftBTnggar Happy In the Zetland State* at Newnaitatand 
win win more races. Selection: LAURENTDE 




I ' 


Hereford 


HYPERION 

ISO MandSanduaiy 2^0 WfaodrfangZ^ArtRrfnce 
325 Arctic Charter 3£5 Drum Battle 4.25 LfitsTWst 
Again 4^5 TKcfcvTUewor &25 The Gardener 


n eel LAZY PUNTER'S BLACK BOOK 
HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4,500 


3.55 


run-in. 


GOING: Good. 

•Ftight- nand course with ; — , — 

■Course is N of tetv on A49. Horetonl station tin. ADMISSION: 
dub CIS: ■fettersals EK); Course Enctosua £5. Accompanied un- 
dev-Ks free al endoourea CAR PARK: Free. 


(275%), M A Rbgerakf 18-49 (345%^ J R Kavanagh H-B2 (K7%). 

teFAVOURTTES: 223-561 pafi%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: SaramervBa Wbod fwaorert affl) 


3.25 


1.50 


NATIVE BREAK HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3,000 added 4YO 2m 3f 110yds 

Q2V52 AIWT)®I MOIT (Ifl PMurahy tl 5.^. R Farms 

4321 ISLAND SANCIUARV (6) D MnM 1) 1Z RJOftmm 

0 KLOMNKE CHARQSt (USA) (109 J Old D C CUai wi y n 

RUKNWGFRffiCFZM) KBafcy IH2 

02 SHAHBOOR (USM (1IQ Ita P Rtoascn O G — JIRkfisitfi 

SWSTBBJE MBteibege107 RTtaraton 

“6 itodotTwl”" 

KTTTNG: W kfand Ssnctuwy, 3-1 ShahtxxK 7-2 Anrthir Tflgbt, 6-1 Ruo- 
Nog Gru, M Ktanfite Ctagn 29-1 Swat Me 

roftil HOLMER SELLING HURDLE (CLASS GJ 
— £2,000 added 2m 3f 110yds 

2 30F63 QUTRANHHG(RB B (B)JMadh0TI.1 -APHcCDJ 

2 2C65B WDOORIS»««C&ertBnafl1-v_- N 

4 


30F-63 OUTRANKING (Rb 

B2J WDODRISWGjajC— r _ . 

002 IIONTICELLD(t!9MIAmtriilQe6110 DCraadtp) 

5 3-4CPD • NORTH 8EAH (2SQ D Bfl 0 *V Crayon ft 

6 fflBB BBrO&ilOOK WOWM efl CS— 

f 3040 MirTtWMHYUKEIS] CLtewlyn 

383202 AQUAVTTA (81 (Hf^ J 5 Mocre 4 15 3- JltegaaCq 

-Bdfdnvd- 


added 3m It 110yds 

1 RJSFfl AHTPRWCE WfflC Bracks B C 7 JTw) — t — M Hany (8) 

2 nF-PP OTCtESraALSUnE(i0flmMsGftti»tOti8JfrRtl«liN 

3 3WtJ FLAAIACK LAD fTT] (BF) NT«torrDttfcS9TI8.CUwtyB 

4 1D4FU TVtlOltECAPTAKpB) OShawoodfi 118— QUpton 

5 233383 MOMHANA (47) (q P Ndnb 8 11 3 M A HhgarakJ B 

6 PSm ABSOTSHAM (TjO Cater OVA JlrJTbunB(7> 

7 3P355P TOUR LEADBI (NZ) (4tQ4^ R Sudds B toi SPovnl 

-7 dadBriri- 

BETTWO; 1M Ftapiack Lad, 3-1 Alt Princo, 5-1 The Ntoa Captten, 11-2 
□rentona, B-1 OrchestraJ Stete, 12-1 Tbur Laadsi; 25-1 Abbtrtilaa 

LAZY PUNTERS BLACK BOOK 
CONDITIONAL NOVICE ffCAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 11 

1 F404F- LA0UHKUU GOLD (3S7) K 7 K Tf . Jl Gillltfis ft) 

2 AWP3 SKT BURST (29) kfeVVttensBIl 5 SKely© 

3 04-OPi ARCDC CHANTSt BRttemanB t) 12 DSrttarp) 

4 02Q23 DONETTOn pF) AERfDaBtotl — OBumrea 

5 -0S5P0 RUN FOT COVER (15) kh3 P Doifirtd 8 1) 9_J1 SulMkM p) 

6 00300 SHQLA5 DREAM (6) (D)H HomaUS „.6Sb«*b(8J 

7 OOBSO DSBNEHUNESP3)ELJamBs5to4 XAfapun 

8 283P5D DONT TSl. TON (115 H H^nes 8 B 3 RMeGOAB 

9 1-3R6 StEAZEV(42)(O(D)JG0WITti>2 LAipal 

O 8002 CHAHJE CHAK1 (FIS) BUrndynStoO—MctMitewnrei 

It am SPB»UZE(BJKBBtaBtol)(rta( RTtantoaB 

18 320600 FLAHVESHRSrp)RJftC84to0 Lttamifie 

0 80S SUUMEfifWUEntXfDItlfAfatesACIO EHusbaodV 

to OS CABroOBEPB)MWI(ratn4toO JHteisy 

to F5Q6 MAJOR TWIST (S8) N T»«WvDa4BS 4 B 0 — J tMdrtdn (G) 
to 4PS0 SPOICfflSmiflM Eff CtaW teft°s5toO.--SGMhtm W 

tttijwreogt last 

Woixiast9t.CxKBdXi9a9b,t^cirTtastSaah,^xnoeT^om^tTb. 

BETTWaWSkyamL 1«ltoredAM ^ta*Ba^ wartCta* 
SbaartDtEBin.1 0-1 AtctteOreBacLataanGcto. 12-1 IRiaa^WPonl 
WtoBVlM RMiNrtfinL»l»|orTWat 1 n«n RrCovacaMolhBa 


AST GROUP GLASS PIG SYNDICATE 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £4,000 
added 2m 3f 110yds 

-H214 canion vammEpoa} p? svtbod * bii « phub 

F4U3F- BdH«am)0H£5|«toPOU»KQiO(pB111UtHia^n 


4.55 


1 

2 

3 

4 
6 
e 

.7 
8 
B 

to 1F4334 JUST JAS1IIKE (28) K BWwp 6 to 0 
11 2054ft SAAR (18] (CD) R Baker 7 toQ. 


1PP000 NOtST MMER (at) p) 0 ffchottan 6 tt 4 RJotaaan 

413SSS FUTURE MNff (II) Kfiaisyfi » S NWBwwor? 

3QCQ5t DnUMBKnLE(t3) P) WQMTuner6tofl— JRKownagh 

421*63 IffljaSSON (U) HHammordS D8 RGaotfy 

54-503 B0RNTD PLEASE (20) (CO) P HottB 6 to3 — -.jeTbnnay 
14825 COURAGEOUS KWGHT(195)(!C)PI-byweidfl toO JUNooSnn 
TBf3D 3CK«W7H)C»nAGE(KJWXatS*«toBPDJiaBtt»R 

_R Green* 


1 Z 6005P5 COPPffl C00. («jU Pipe 8730- 


-MrSDuMk(3)B 
CHaida 


13 -25530 tNMIBI ROSE (24) MssPWhUa7toO J GokWten (5) 

-iSdadaml- 

Iftitaxni waigtt 70k Turn hemficap walgMs; Jum Jtemlne Bn 131). SnC 
Bel 138). CaFpar CU 9Bf 10h, MBSar Hon M 9b 
BET7MQ: B-1 Mattanntam, 8-1 Aaafl. 13F2 Droqt BOtBtt, M Natty Mb' 
et; 8-1 Bora 1b nun, CsrtoaVMkn, 19-1 Whtar Ran, 12-1 Copper 
CoS, Rtnre tong, Cou r agaoua KnlgM, 18-1 oltm 


MARDEN STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT 
RACE (CLASS H) (DIV I) £1,500 added 
2m If 

toD WESTHaDNBT|48)PEccte6118 Ur8DmEk(3) 

B5 ASHLEY MUCK p4) NTMtt)n4Mn51l 4 CUawaflyn 

BUQT3 PALACE P Mcriofc 5 T14 UrJTbanl(to 

CARNIVAL SAUK Setup Sit 4 R Grama 


DAMP COURSE N fwstxvOsries 5 11 4 . 
MOOflHALLLAD ACancI B114 


400 ROCKET UAH (110) FJonttn 6 til * 

FFFo THEBAHRlWnTMSOYS (26) C A Smtfi 5 It 4, 
3 TWClOrraEVOR(J7)Katey5tt4. 


.WMDUI 

-RJohnam 

_VStrttery 


COUNTRY BEACON J OU 5 to B.. 
GENEROUS DEAL Mn L Spite 4 to B., 
NOHMOYBt J OSwe 4 1) B 


-NAFtognU 

JLPUoCoy 


00 WOOOKJRY ULL (48) A James 4 p 13 . 

-Mdacfruad- 


.MAsNBnsnm 
taytyon 


BETTBUJ: M IHcty Ttevoc; Tii Oottty Beacon, 4-1 Bndfe Mtaoa. 11-2 
Arttey Muck, 8-1 Damp Comae, 12-1 WnUald Utt. 2S-1 factai Man. 

^1 - A, | j r . ,^I ■ — — Unlifa, ratlin ten 41 nJliWaW 

iBBUKiui ui uiB J oyB. wjuumKi an nun 


BROCKHAMPTON HUNTER CHASE 
(CLASS H) £1,800 added 3m If 110yds 

1 -BIS BUZZOTHECROMIp6)(CO) HteAHantolt E7 — . 

'JlrDAfcreflwtafOJ 

2 643U2P MGHBW FRIER (CO) LatffS ao*B to B71BreEj 


4J25 


S F-2P5P TOIVS GSiBM STM (7) D Carter to B 7 UrJUbtegl 

4 hP83R HBfflY BHUCE [P3)C A Srriei 6120 MrDManaal( 

5 -3BB3 LETS TWSTACA0I (WO) Mrs H Sheppard B120- 


5.25 


6 0F-1F3 IMfPQLE FOUNTAIN (PS) (BF) UJadaoi 6120 .. 


JUrJUPriktenf (7) 


MARDEN STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT 
RACE (CLASS H) (DIV II) £1^00 added 
2 m If 

0* JOHN BUSH (17) [D) (BF) P tabs 4 11 8 DByrna 

ANCmBTGBRUEllANHSliutoe51I4 JOAtfy 

0 ltQNEYPmrSAH(2IQ RFWpsSIt 4 ^McNaO 

8 SPmW(7to NTt*tavDwtes5Tl4 CUaweByn 

3 TffiGAflO£l®T(18)Kfiafcy571 4 NMUnson 

00 WVlASSUE(M)NBnzin^on611 4 R Haney p) 

0 WITNEY OTQRADY (132) JS Moore 9114 Jlkgwffl 

00 WRfGLEtTSpO) A0 mdI 51I4 BFomB 


.Nr M Jackson (7) 

7 0-33B KATNE RAIIBl£B(9) Mra APreeH 120 — MrS BtackaaW [7) 

B 23P3ZD PLUCKY PUNTER ..!)J Jonas to 12 0 Mr OS Janet (7J 

9 rtSPW YDUNGi«mO(MJJJawnCa-JNrDDJOin4«(7) 
-9 ttedareri- 

BETT91G; 7-4 Baa OTheCronri, 9-2 UaypoteFoantaki, 11^2 HatweRara- 
bter, Wt LMbTWM Again, 7-1 H fl lwtty Hw, 10-1 Plucky Pinter, 12-1 
Henry Bnrea, 14-1 Tbeng Itarioat; lfr-1 ’fanfeOemW Star 


1 
2 

3 

4 

s 
6 
7 
6 
B 
tt 
11 
"tt 

- 12 dKiarad- 

EEf™»7-4 The (tatteoet, 1^ M Spwdy, 1 WWO Naalm U Jahn Bush. 
12-1 HonaypoW Son, 20-1 Another Ganlman. W« Aaauow, Wttnoy 
O^redy, VWflley’a, Gold Drop, lay My Bbf, 50-1 OttarYaSay 


GOLD DROP MtUnauxAttB- 
0 C2Y IIY HOY (48) O Otal 4 10 T3 .. 

fCSffitMBJPImanAtoB 

OT7B4VAUEYO Carter 8 ttB_ 


SWyww 

.VSUtny 

— APIkCoy 

-kfrjftwgp) 


Results 


REDCAR 

2.1(1: 1. RED CHARGER (G Cartsr) 5-4 
lav, 2. w*»i cian b* 3. so waa« W-l 
12 ran. 1V4 hd D Bfliryi CtocksrhanU. ^ 

£2*t £m £220 ES3& Dual Foreca* £531 

csF:«s82 tho: maa 


r.[ 



INDEPihIDENT 


RACING SERVICES 

Q891J61^+ 


YORK 


HERffORD 


971 981 


972 


ALL COLWSS RESULTS 

0891 261 970 


CrfcwrapjcitatemffaiWMgiCaUB 


Z45:1.AI4SElJLlllAH(G Carter) 
PfarpdntB-2; 3. Hoy 33-t 7 ran. 9A lair 
StfrOaw fm ffA, VU (J Boiy CocKsr- 

ham) Ibte £140; CtSG £33G IkalFotj 

cast £na& Computer Stra^tf Foracest 
£1432. 

aiffil-PWERlDGELADpArRLalh- 
srr^ 7M lav; Z AtptiiB Hldean«y©-i; 3. 

B«n Roberto IB-1. 14 ran. nk. 7. (JL Eyre, 

TlirjM.^ totK E3S0: £1flft &&. £3211 ftai 
ftBcastCSiBOCbriipiABrSbsiflWPora^* 
foeas 1 543852. Trio: £454.40 moo 

ftj ^?&jEarnALWELCo»e(Aa^ 

hteti^ 5G far; 2. Al Re« 8-1^3. uf 

Ntf«6-I11 m-'t.S 

hmj. Ttatee £420; OSH &Q2&B Jr: 
£69tt CSF; £24£ Wcasi: CUCDB. Tbo: 
£51511 

.4, tas t. GOLD HIST (G Carter) 7-2: 2. 
B Gmaa S-1-. 3. AH 94. 5 ran. -&e far 
Mt HW T3.a (R Annslrtm 
■feta:' HJD; £130 DF: £500. CSF. 
£035 _ 

iMS: 1. ARDLSGH CHARMER JH 
Ptancri] 8-t; SL CHteJO 33.*.; 3- lady 
Rtechal tt-t; 4. Happy 

S4 W FWt»BteShool 2 2 (0 DwW NBte 

maria*. IbHt £*30; K2G 

nrap OF: £©lfla CSF: £0108. TncasE 


£90138- Trio: £58390 -(part won, pod at 

£10&76 carried toward to Ifcrik 340 today). 
After a stewards’ nquVy, the resit stood 
Jackpot: £730000 (prat won, pool of 
waroag MrrfedtoniardtoHrttodBl 
Ptecepot £23590. Ouadpot £8350. 
Pfaca 6: £2307a Plaee 5: £«a43L 

SOUTHWELL 

2.00: 7. LUCW BEGONIA (CCarvor) 9- 
2 far; 2. MakaO 33-1; 3. Head Gandenra 
6-i:4.Shud*ccclcZM lBran.^3.(ACsr- 
idlWbnaas^^ ’SatasEBSO; £taL£B20i £15G 
£240 Dual Forecaat £09W CSF: ClBUn. 
Tticsse £83362 Wr £20240 (hart won. pool 
d SXBB& earned torwanf to Vbrk 3 a 0 tp- 
ttsgfl 

230: 1. ITALIAN SVHPHONY (A Ut> 
car^ 3-1:2. aoaL«toBrS4far.3.BoM 
Aristocrat t>l s ran. 1'A/nfc. (P Sana, 
Wdsitoea9TbW£m£tn;£iea£3AOR 

£B73 CSF:£9S7. 7ba.£4flG 

3jOO: t. DMA LINE (U Fertcn) T2-V. 2 
Lady Jazz 7-1: X HoBoway Melody V-i; 
4. Bba Uaglc t1-4fai 16 ran. nk, hd. (M' 
BtH Newmaitat). IHk £2200: B44a Elflft 
£292 £190. Dual FBracast: £47*6 CSF; 
E9C52 Trtessc £85033. Tritr. £35830 (part 
wort, pool oi £22268 iwnfld tarwodtoTtsV 
340 today). 


33tttliTTLE MOVIE STAR (JHaatra) 
&8; 2 Sw*«t Compltaica 50-1; 3. DIM- 
to 33-t 16 ran. 7-4 far Reteferter (Bto). 2'A. 
1 'k (B MMsa LafflbcunJ. Tbta: £280: £% 
OTO DR £27S8G CSF: ETEfia T/ta 
(ml won. pod of £&&{£ canted forward to 
TbrkSAO today) 

AjOCKI. PALACE GREEK (A MKkay) 9- 
4 far; 2 Bodfari Anna 14-1 : 3. David 4-1. 
10itea.1AM(MOannon.UppeiLttm- 
boumV Tbta: £350; £UX £730 £220 Dute 
Forecast £2801 CSR £3766. UXs no: 
£5840 

43at.raiEi«xYKNiafr(jQurr) tt- 
1:a Bd0uWth(*liMrt-1;lNWte’s Star 
I4.t12rar.nk.27*. (MroAJotrww, New- 
nwtaq. Tbta: fiTJSQ: £320 £220 f3iD.DF: 
£5730 CSF: J3224tThca«t£1ft9BfQ. Trio: 
£5890 

Pfacepot £27040 Ouadpot £5100 
Plan 6: £25104 Placa 5: £B427. 

TOWCESTER 

SSKT.SHAHRAM (APfcfcCoyJ 4-7far, 
2. Morin Jantne 5-1; 2 Autumn Flame 9- 
1 IT ran. 6 15 |M Rpe) TbtK £150: £1Xt 
£130, £150 DUN Fonratetcua Comput- 
er Strafcfft Forecast Eta Tnc E4.H Ntm 
Amar. Ban Boadeft 


5.15: 1. MR POPPLETON (R ThomKri) 
H«1; 2 Indian TNinda 11-2 tar; 3. Anoth- 
er Comedy 8-1 14 ran. 13, S (R 
ten) fell: £1930: £360 £iaa £220 DF: 
£3700. CSF: £7268 TriasR £49457. TO K 
MS1A0. Non Ftomar Alego Prhca 

WINDSOR 

Mai. vhngs Awwaejfrainn) o- 

1 ; 2. Theatre ot Dream* 11 -2; 3. Sri* 7-2 
far. 18 ran* t, rft (M OtannOfiV Tote: 
£121)0: £2J0 £220 £150 DF: £6000 Ca=: 

£7839 TMk £8500. _ 

6^0:1. COURT SHAREEFfWR^wh- 
buml tt-i; Z RguUto T2-V, a KaHa’a 
Crackar 2W: 4. Phareon Water* 5-1 an 
ran. 92 far FHwr Beet Vh. fl Dckn) 
Tbte: £1590; S340 £»70 £320 £230 DF: 
£22530 CSF: £12444 Trieast: £239748 
Trin: not wan (pool riE56333 earned forward 

BtomofTowj- 

0 Support for Dr Bang in to- 
morrow's Dante Slakes at York 
continued yesterday* Coral cur 
the Henry Cedl-irained. colt io 
11-4 favourite. 


Berry notches 
1 ,500th winner 

THE trainer Jack Beny sent out 
the 1,500th winner of his career 
at Redcar yesierday. Fittingly, 
it was a two-year-old who took 
him to the landmark, as Red 
Charger battled on well to take 
the ‘Crow’s Nest Restaurant’ 
Novice Median Auction Stakes. 

Beny, 60, is best known to- 
day for. his handling of two-year- 
olds. He set a record for the 
most juvenile winners in a sea- 
son (63) in 1989 and broke it in 
each of the next two years. 

AnseUman gave him victory 
number 1,501 30 minutes later. 
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The Sporting Life 



^ Seven! 



RIP: The Sporting Life 1859-1998 


By Greg Wood 


the sporting life, 

which appeared for the last 
time as a racing paper this 
morning, was bom into a 
volatile mid- 19th century pub- 
lishing market in which the 
longevity of Qew arrivals was of- 
ten measured in months rather 
than years. It was tbe same year, 
1859, that (he Jockey Cub 
banned the racing of year- 
lings, and six years before 
Glacfiateur became the first for- 
eign-bred colt to win the Der- 
by, thus earning foe nickname 
“the Avenger of Waterloo”. 

The competition was fierce, 
but racing was enormously 
popular, with off-course book- 
makerSs despite their illegal sta- 
tus, doing a roaring trade. 
Apcuiate information on such 
vital details as entries and 
weights was often difficult to 
come by, however, and by 
both improving the service 
and reporting results and start- 
ing prices reliably and accu- 
rately, the Life soon carved a 
valuable niche in the marfceL 

Other racing publications, 
such as The Sportsman, either 
struggled or were absorbed by 
foe j Life. Whether in the drawl- 
ing rooms of country houses 
or the back rooms of illegal 
bookies, the Life was the ab- 
solute authority on tbe daily 
news of the Turf. Bets -often 
huge - were struck, lost and 
paid entirety cm tbe baas of the 
information in the Life . 

Even when it was well past 
its century, and racing cover- 
age bad extended to the main- 
stream daity press, the Ufe was 


still seeing off the competition. 
With writers of the quality of 
Jeffrey Bernard on its books, 
the Life seemed set fair for an- 
other 100 years, and there was 
even an award for the Cam- 
paigning Journalist of tbe Year 
in 1979, awarded to the paper’s 
chief reporter, John McCririck. 

The rival which would be its 
nemesis, however, appeared in 
1986. The Racing Post was 
funded by tbe Maktoum 
brothers, who did not always 
agree with the opposition's 
analysis of their position in 
British racing (tbe Life was ac- 
tually banned in Dubai for 
three weeks in 1988). Just as 
the JJfe swallowed Victorian 
competitors, now it too has 
succumbed, and it is anyone's 
guess bow long its name will 
fast on tbe Post masthead. 

Yesterday it was an- 
nounced that John Mulhoi- 
land, media editor of The 
Guardian , had been appoint- 
ed editor of the Life and that 
the paper would return as an 
all-sports daily in October, 
with a target circulation of 
around 80,000 to 90,000 and 
a staff of 80. 

Mirror Group deputy chief 
executive Kelvin MacKenzie 
said the new would be “nei- 
ther upmarket nor down, but 
accessible to all sports fans". 

In the meantime, there is 
one place where you wiH be able 
to take the Ufe - the Internet 
site [ytrwwsponing-Ufe.com). 
TheL//ewhi<± was bora in the 
age of Empire and the Indus- 
trial Revolution is no more, but 
its electronic little brother will 
live on in cyberspace. 


Ian Davies, who has worked for both 
papers, on the rise and fall of the 
Racing Post and The Sporting Life 


THE£ifc is dead, the Post lives 
on, yet just two years ago, the 
Life was the market leader, 
selling 69,000 copies daQy to 
the /bur’s 49,000. What went 
wrong? Whodunnit? Did the 
/htf murder its rival, or did the 
Life commit suicide? And 
what will life, post-Zi/p, be like? 

The Post when it launched 
in 1986, failed to hurt the Life. 
Following the closure of the 
Sporting Chronicle , the Life's 
former broadsheet rival, in 
1983, the Life gained 7,000 
sales to betting shops, yet the 
brains behind the /b$/ squan- 
dered foe chance to gain those 
7,000 sales at the direct ex- 
pense of the Ufe by intro- 
ducing the Post as a tabloid in 
1986 and 1987 the Post sold 
only 38,000, whereas the Life, 
boosted by a price cut from 
40p to 25p - the launch price 
of tbcJfost - soared to 85,000. 

The Bxt, sustained by mas- 
sive subsidy from its owner. 
Sheikh Mohammed, made 
steady, but hardly derisive, 
headway. By April 1996 the Post 
sold 49,000 whereas the Ufe, 
which lost sales to betting shops 
after shrinkage in the book- 
making industry, sold 69,000. 

Then a moment of mad- 
ness. The Life made a Gerald 
Ratner of itself in June 1996 
by initiating its now infamous 
“reader-friendly reshuffle". 
The L^s design had, until tins 
point, catered for the betting 
shops. The race cards and 
form flowed across the same 
sheet of newsprint, leapfrog- 
ging through the paper. 

The new “reader-friendly’’ 
Ufe placed race cards and fann 
on sequential pages. For the 
readers, things were easier to 
find However, with race cards 
and form now backing on to 
each other, betting drops sud- 
denty needed two copies of the 
Life to fulfil the function that 
one had previously done. It was 
ti^t mother of all mistakes. 

The wail of the century en- 
sued as enraged bookmakers 
jammed the Life's telephones 


to complain and - with the 
help of its benefactor - the 
Post capitalised on it 

The Post, which had al- 
ready racked up losses of 
£40m since Hs launch, per- 
suaded Sheikh Mohammed 
to dig deeper into his coffers 
by bankrolling a second, bet- 
ting-shop, edition to supply the 
bookmakers. 

Adding a second loss-mak- 
ing product to split the market 
for an existing one is, eco- 
nomically speaking, bonkers. 
But, thanks to a culture of 
petro-doilar-subsidy-mduced 
complacency, the language of 
the economist has never been 
en vogue at the Post. 

The deed was done, the 
bookies deserted the Ufe in 
droves for the betting shop 
Post and - as the Life's sales 
plummeted by about 33 per 
cent - the Post bad finally 
bought its way into being the 
top-seQing racing daily. 

The Life, mortally wound- 
ed, limped on until December 
1997 when David Mont- 
gomery, the chief executive of 
Mirror Group, which owns foe 
Ufe, did an “if you can’t beat 
'em, buy ’em" deal with the 
Sheikh to publish tbe Post un- 
der licence and close the Life , 
as we know it, forever. 

For the /test, however, it is 
a Pyrrhic victory. The Post's 
josses were never brought un- 
der control and surety that is 
why, as his disenchantment 
with the economics of racing 
in Britain deepened, the 
Sheikh decided to sell the 
Post and its staff into the lov- 
ing care of the Mirror Group. 

Montgomery has pledged 
to increase resources at the 
Post but, 2 & a glance al the cor- 
porate form took reveals, that 
is not Montgomeiy’s way. 

Montgomery fa the Arkle 
of cost-culling and it is long 
odds-on that, posi-Ufr, the 
racing industry wiU be serviced 
by a single publication, which 
progressively becomes leaner 
and meaner. 
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Survival game beyond 


Promoted one 
season to the elite; 
relegated the next 
Guy Hodgson 
looks for the causes 
of the Premiership's 
yo-yo syndrome ■ 





n 


ON THE way back from Black- 
burn on Sunday evening the 
stark difference between 
inclusion ?nri exclusion from the 
Premiership was driven home. 
On one road a bedraggled sign 
reading “Good luck Bolton" 
was sadly being taken down 
while on the M60 a car with 
Everton scarves draped from 
the windows had the word 
“Phew!” in the back window. 

Safety and relegation; relief 
and despair. If you had taken a 
poll of football supporters a fort- 
night ago most would have the 
moneybags of Everton or Tot- 
tenham living in the reduced cir- 
cumstances of the First Division 
in preference to Barnsley and 
Bolton. Some benefit it did 
them. As Danny Wilson put it 
succinctly: “All the goodwill in 
the world will not get you 
points." 

There was local angst on 

Sunday mgfai, but despair spread 
beyond the local communities of 
South Yorkshire and Greater 
Manchester (or south London in 
Crystal Palace's case) to every- 
one who embraces democracy in 
footbalL For the three promot- 
ed sides of 1996-97 to go straight 
hack to the First Division 
seemed to emphasise the gap 
that has grown between the 
Premiership and the rest. 

The City thought so, too, yes- 
terday wiping around a quarter 
off the value of the shares in 
Burnden Leisure, the company 
that owns Bolton. That was 
not football romanticism speak- 
ing but cold, realistic money. 
Leave the Premiership at the 
bottom end and you are rele- 
gated in tables more pertinent 
than the ones that read: played, 
won, drawn and lost. 

Look over a longer period 
and a pattern is emerging. 
Seven of the 11 teams who 
have been promoted in the last 
four seasons have returned to 


Hie numbers game: How tfm Premiership stragglers spent the season 


Everton - stayed up 


Bolton - relegated 


Barnsley - relegated 
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Aston Via 

;:a£gsr- -W;.:-. 

£700.000 

TonyTfemas 

Tranmera 

£450.000 

Qancy'cliaHjsorv 

Westtfraf »• 

w£3nJwV>.-. 

Thomas Wiyre 

VWng Stavanger . 

£800,000 

Cart 

Sheffi&i United; 

,.£500,000 

Mteh Ward 

Sheffield United 

£850,000 


^ Bepdttiyo la Coruna 

'. Free ! . 

John O’Kane 

Manchester Unfed 

£400,000 




Matt McKay 

Chester Cty 

£500,000 

j mm*r 

apR-cir. f.;- ; 

:£t5ra \ 
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RefeCor ... 
Robbie EBott 


am: 


DavkJUnsworth 
GraMwfSfeiart 
Andy Htochcfiffe 
flayy fig j prf ' 

John HUS 
doaEFpDnror 
Eari Barrett 
Ctaos-Ttomsen 
NevffleSouthal 


Lausanne ■ . . 

West Ham > 
Sheffield United. r - 
Sheffield Wednesday 
Newcastle (fitted -. . 
Blackpool 

Sheffield United 
Sheffield Wednesday 
AB Copenhagen 
Stoke 
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£2m 
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£75.000 
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Free 
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Mark Fish 
■m&Mtiow _• 
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JohnSatakn 
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Newcastle United 
Newcastle Unfed 
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Wolves . . 
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West Bran . * 
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Free • 
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£fj 6 m . .. 

£900000 
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the First Division immediately 
while another two have also 
gone down once. Only Derby 
and Leicester City have sur- . 
vived, the latter at the second 
attempt, and even they were not 
without worries last spring. 

“The first season is the most 
important,” Colin Todd the 
manager of Bolton, said last 
week. “It makes or breaks the 
ambitions of a dub. Survive that 
and you have a chance.” 

So what does it take to 
endure beyond a first brush 
with England’s dlite? The first 
ingredient, without question, is 
money. Only Wimbledon have 
defied the downward pull of 


relative poverty over a lengthy 
period and they have had years 
of practice. Only an exception- ■ 
al First Division side could pros- 
per at a more rarefied leveL 

That is understood; the rem- 
edy is less clear. Barnsley spent 
£5.5m since last summer, Bolton 
£10.6m and Crystal Palace 
£l5.45m and still they went 
down. Ttoo of the the teams just 
above them, Newcastle and 
Everton, have bankrolled their 
safety to the tune of £50m in the 
last four seasons. 

Which underlines that the 
system prejudices against pro- 
moted teams even if it feath- 
erbeds the landing of those 


who are jettisoned from the Pre- 
miership. Relegated teams get 
half the television money of 
those in the top flight in what 
is known as a “parachute pay- 
ment”. Last year that amount- 
ed to Him. 

This payment, which last 
two seasons, automatically gives 
those teams who drop into the 
First Division an advantage- it 
is no coincidence at least two of 
last year's three relegated chibs 
will return next season - but the 
rest of the financial package is 
loaded against newcomers to 
the top flight- 

premiership clubs, receive 
£8m a season on average from 


television rights while mem- 
bers of the First Division get 
around £800,000. That is a 
gigantic imbalance when it 
comes to baying but also meais 
better players prefer to reap big 
wages in the reserves of Man- 
chester United, Liverpool et al 
rather than drop a leveL There 
are not many First Division 
players these days who would 
get automatic places with bigger 
dubs. 

Of course, there is a differ- 
ence in how you spend rather 
than how much. Leicester’s 
most expensive purchase in 
their first season in the. Pre- 
nrieiship was Matt Hfiott, a cen- 


tre-back, while Derby also built 
from the back around Igor Sti- 
mac. Barnsley learned too late 
that mistakes which went un- 
punished in the First Division 
lead to goals at a higher level 
and it is dubious whether I^lace 
ever took that on board. 

Which, in turn, leads to the 
man spending the money. Jim 
Smith and Martin O’Neill have 
been astute buyers, eschewing 
one big purchase in favour of 
spreading their money over a 
wider area. Smith, in particular, 
has benefited from foreign play- 
ers with cheaper price tags. In 
contrast numerous Everton 
managers have shelled out mil- 


lions of Peter Johnson's pounds 
and got very little in return. 

But you could be Alex Fer- 
guson with the backing of Old 
Trafford’s riches and get 
nowhere unless fate smiles on 
you. Injuries can lay waste to 
good teams and the market can 
be a lottery. Even Jim Smith 
says be is surprised at Paulo 
Wanchope's impact while Dean 
Holdsworth looked a 24-carat 
Premiership striker when 
Bolton bought him from Wim- 
bledon and managed just three 
goals. Is that luck or judgement? 

Then there is the impon- 
derable, the bad decision. They 
even themselves out, it is said, 


although you would be bard^ 
pressed to convince Bolton sop- - 
porters who remember that 
Geny Taggart had a header dis- 
allowed in the very first match - 
at the Reebofc Stadium even, 
though television evidence 
showed the ball had crossed the 1 
line. The opponents that day 
were Everton. That “goal" was 
the thin line between safety and 
the oblivion of relegation. 

■ Nottingham Forest, Mid- .. . 
dlesbrough and whoever comes 
up with them wifl need a lot go- ;. 
mg for them next season but ask 
a manager what he wants most . 
and he would give you a one- 
word answer. Luck. 














Are golfers mad? 


TEE TIME. 

NEW SIX-PART SERIES STARTS TONIGHT 8PM, 
REPEATED SUNDAYS 1.40PM. 


A 


Bilic blasts Everton’s broken promises 


By Ahui Nixon 


THE Everton chairman, Peter 
Johnson, was accused ofbreak- 
ing promises on major signings 
last night - by one of his own 
players. 

The unhappy Slaven Bilic, 
bought for £4_5m from West 
Ham, claimed he was told he 
would be part of a £15m revo- 
lution at the dub. Now, though, 
the Croatian international de- 
fender has bit out at Johnson for 
going bade on a plan to buy two 
Italian players, Dino Baggio and 
Pierluigi Casiraghi. 

Bilic said: “I was made 
promises before I signed, I was 
told so many things, but I could 
see straight away it was not like 
that I was told by Joe Rcyle that 
he was going to buy me, Bag- 
gio and Casiraghi. He told me 
he wanted me to be his leader 
of the field. 

“I could have pulled out of 
the deal when Joe was sacked,” 
Bilic added, “but the chairman 
spoke to me and said that even 
though he [Royle] had gone it 
was the same story” 

Bilic thinks that the failure 
to dose the deals for the Par- 
ma midfielder Baggio and the 
Lazio striker Casiraghi was one 
of the main reasons the dub 
slumped. He said: “Missing out 
on those players was not the 


only reason for our disap- 
pointing season, but maybe 
with Baggio and Casiraghi we 
could have been fighting for the 
championship.” 

Bihc also attacks the dub for 
selling some of their best play- 
ers during the season and not 
replaringthemwithsiiitabletal- 
enL“Wfe had to do without Gary 
Speed, Andy Hmchclifie and 
Graham Stuart. It's hard to 
lose that quality from the 
team,” he said. “Why sell the 
best players from positions we 
are already short in? 

“It was unbelievable that 
we did not sign somebody be- 
fore the transfer deadline. We 
didn’t even make the effort to 
show people we were trying." 
Bilic always seemed likely to be 
on his way this summer, and 
Howard Kendall left him out of 
Everton’s last game against 


Coventry. His words may now 
have guaranteed his exit 

Newcastle’s David Batty 
faces a posable Football Asso- 
ciation misconduct charge, and 
a posable six-game ban for tbe 
start of next season. 

Batty is in trouble for ap- 
parently pushing the referee, 
David Elleray, after he was 
sent off at his former club, 
Blackburn, on Sunday. Refer- 
ees are under strict orders to 
stamp down on players man- 
handling them, with Arsenal’s 
Emmanuel Petit and West 
Ham’s Steve Lomas angled 
out this season. Both were giv- 
en fines and lengthened sus- 
pensions. - 

As Batty’s third red card of : 
the season was for violent con- 
duct, that already guarantees 
him a five-match ban for the 
opening weeks of next season. 


Swedish police on hooligan alert 


SWEDISH police are prepared 
for the worst when Chelsea meet 
Gemtan/s VfB Stuttgart in the 
European Cup-winners' Cup 
final in Stockholm tomorrow. 

Up to 1,000 police will be on 
duty at the Rasunda stadium, 
the largest police presence at a 
Swedish sports event since the 
2992 European Championships. 


Swedish and British police 
will also be at airports and ports 

today and tomorrow to spot any 
known hooligans, who could 
be refused entry to tbe country. 

“We are ready for the worst 
But we also want to create an 
atmosphere where every thing 
wfll go well and smoothly, "a po- 
lice spokesman said. 


Matthaus out of twilight zone 


BERTI VOGTS, Germany’s 
coach, has rescued his former 
captain Lothar Matthaus from 
the international wilderness 
and pnt him in his World Cup 
squad - alongside his old rival 
JfLrgen KKnsmann. 

Matthaus, Germany's most- 
capped player with 122 ap- 
pearances for his country, is the 
surprise inclusion in Germany’s 
22-man squad for the finals in 
France. He last represented 
his country against Alb ania on 
December 18, 1994. 

Matthaus was dropped from 
the German team two years ago, 
just before Euro 96. and chose 
at the tune to criticise Vogts and 
to attack Klinsmann for al- 
legedly lobbying to have him re- 
moved from the squad. Hie 
37-year-old’s international ca- 
reer had appeared to be over, 
but the long-term absence of 


m 


Matthias Sanuner left the Sbero 
position wide open. 

Only last week, Klins mann 
- who succeeded Matthaus as 
Germany's captain - agreed to 
end their long-running dispute, 
which dates back to the time 
they played together for Bayern 
Munich, for the good of the 
national side. 

The Leeds United striker 
Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink has 
received an unexpected call-up 
to the Dutch World Cup squad. 

The 26-year-old Su rinam , 
bora forward has scored 22 
goals in his first season in. the 
Premiership following his 
move from the Portuguese side 
Boavisia last summer. He said: 
“Despite my na me being men- 
tioned, i hadn't seriously con- 
sidered this possible. This is the 
crowning glory of my career.” 

Squads, Digest, page 27 


Liverpool's United States 
international goalkeeper. Brad 
Ftiedel, hopes to learn this 
week if the Government ^ will re- 
new _his work permit, allowing 
him to stay at Anfiqld. 

Riedel has foiled to play in 
75 per cent of Liverpool’s 
matches - the Government re- 
quirement for a permit renew- 
al - since signing from Major 
League Soccer side Columbus 
Crew for £lm last December. 
He is hoping for leoiency 
because the lengthy delay in 
granting his original work permit 
meant his aedimattoation in the 
English game took longer than 
-anticipated. 

Fiiedel’s Liverpool col- 
league, the England midfield- 
er Jamie Redknapp, signed a 
new five-year contract to stay at 
Anfield yesterday. 

Georgi Kinlriadze’s £5m 
transfer from Manchester City 
to Ajax appears to be on the 
brink of completion - the Geor- 
gian international has already 
appeared on Dutch television 

wearing an Ajax shirt and drink- 
ing champagne with the direc- 
tors of the Dutch champi ons 

Jonathan Hayward has re- 
signed as deputy chairman of 
Wolverhampton Wanderers. 
Hayward, Wolves' chair man for 
five years until 1997, has also 
given up his seat on the board. ' 
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Henman 
gets to 
grips with 
day game 


Tennis 


By John Roberts 

in Rome 


COURT No 5 at ihe Foro ItaJ- 
ico is much grander that it 
sounds, situated close to the 
Olympic Stadium and flanked 
by rows of Mediterranean 
pines. It was in this beautiful set- 
ting yesterday that Tun Henman 
produced one of the most star- 
tling results by a Briton on clay 
for years. The 23-year-old from 
Oxford demoralised Fabrice 
Santoro, 6-1, 6-0. 

Only three weeks ago in 
— j Monte Carlo, the clever French- 
* man humiliated Pete Sampras, 
6-1, 6-1, inflicting on the Wim- 
bledon champion his worst de- 
feat for eight years. “I dug a big 
hole for myself,” Sampras said» 
Santoro’s, performance yes- 
terday suggested that he was 
longing for a hole to save him 
from further, embarrassment. 
He arrived for the Italian Open 
saying he was tired after com- 
peting in Hamburg last week, 
and was simply no match for 
Henman, who appears to have 
gained from the adversity of 
struggling to master the sport’s 
^slowest surface. 

It will be interesting to see 
if Henman's improvement con- 
tinues in his second round 
match, in which he will play 
either Marcelo Rios, the bril- 
liant young Chilean ground- 
stroker who was briefly No 1 in 
the world until sidelined by an 
elbow injury, or Marzio 
Martel] i, an Italian wild card, 
ranked No 140. 

Unfortunately, Greg Rused- 
ski was unable to contribute to 


Britain’s success yesterday, hav- 
ing played and lost in the first 
round to the Cfeecb Bohdan 
Ulihrach, 7-5, 7-6, in the open- 
ing match on Court No 5. 
Rusedski, the world No 5, al- 
though frequently out-smarted 
by an opponent more comfort- 
able on the surface, served for 
the opening set at 5-3 and was 
unable to convert any of three 
set points in the second set 

Henman's only previous day 
court victories on the main- 
stream ATP Tbur were achieved 
against Sweden's Jan Ape 11 in 
Hamburg last week, against 
Germany’s Jens Knippschild in 
Munich the week before, and 
against Spain's Roberto 
Carretero, who was ranked No 
334 in the world when he retired 
hurt in the first round here last 
year with Henman leading, 4-6, 
7-5, 2-0. 

Even allowing for Santoro’s 
shortcomings, Henman, gained 
a good deal of confidence from 
being able to impose his game 
on the Frenchtnan for all but a 
couple of the 61 minutes they 
were on court Santoro did not 
win a game until he was 0-5 
down, and much of his play was 
woeful. 

One of his most animated re- 
sponses came after Henman 
struck a backhand volky directly 
at his bodjy in the third game of 
the second set Santoro man- 
aged to deflect the ball with his 
racket, and then appeared to 
spit towards the net. The um- 
pire, Romano Griflotti, had a 
word with the Frenchman dur- 
ing the changeover. 

Henman described the win 
as a “big boost”, a performance 
he placed alongside those 



Staying focused: Tim Henman watches the ball during his win over Fabrice Santoro in Rome yesterday Photograph: AP 


against Petr Korda and Carlos 
Moya on the concrete courts at 
the Upton Championships in 
Key Biscayne. 

He emphasised that, “to 
beat someone like Santoro is a 
pretty good win for most peo- 
ple, but for me it's a very good 
win. I went into the match as an 
underdog, probably by a long 
way. A lot of people would have 
bet on Santoro. Bat I've 
improved a lot since Monte 
Carlo. I can stay in rallies much 
longer.” 


The British No 2 acknowl- 
edged that the court was faster 
than he expected and said his 
game was also helped by the 
balls, which were lighter than 
the ones in Germany. Rused- 
ski was unable to capitalise as 
much as he ought to have 
done, a dmitting that, “I had 
opportunities and didn't take 
them.” 

Rusedski was unable to take 
any of four break points in the 
fourth game, but recovered 
immediately after losing his 


serve for 3-2 and double-fault- 
ed on the concluding point 
when serving for the set at 5-3. 

He was then trapped in ndd- 
court when Ulihrach lobbed to 
win the set, one of several 
occasions that the Czech's cun- 
ning paid oft 

After saving break points at 
4-4 and 5-5 in the second set, 
Rusedski screamed th anguish 
as he missed a low backhand 
voDeyoo his first set point at 6-5. 
He led 3-0 in the tie-break, but 
was overhauled and had to save 


a match point at 5-6 before cre- 
ating two more set points, at 7-6 
and 8-7. 

. Rusedski theo double-fault- 
ed to offer Ulihrach a second 
match point at 8-9, hitting a ser- 
vice return high and wide and 
then hurling his racket towards 
his chair, knocking over a waste 
bucket. 

Rusedski was not the only 
frustrated player. Petr Korda, 
the second seed, was eliminat- 
ed, 6-2, 6-4, by Hicham Arazi. 
of Morocco. 


Lancashires 

showdown 


at The 


Cricket 


SURREY’S encounter with 
Lancashire at The Oval is the 

undoubted highlight of the Ben- 
son and Hedges Cup quarter- 
finals. Yesterday’s' draw at 
Lord’s set up an enticing tie 
which the Surrey chief execu- 
tive, Paul Sheldon, predicts mil 
be “like another one-day inter- 
national” in terms of quality and 
intensity. 

“There could be as many as 
20 inte relational. pi ayere on show 
that day, so it’s definitely the tie 
of the round,” Sheldon added 

Alec Stewart, Adam Hol- 
lioake, Mike Atherton and 
Vfasim Akram head the cast on 
27 May, and Sheldon added: 
“ Lancashire are obviously one 
of the strongest county sides. 
But we feel we’ve improved 
even on last year because we 
have more variety in the team 
and our h atting, in particular, is 
world-class.” 

Kent, Surrey’s victims in last 
summer's Benson and Hedges 
Cup final, travel to Leicester- 
shire for another intriguing tie. 

Leicestershire’s chief exec- 
utive, David Collier, said: “It’s 


Oval 


a very attractive match in a very 
strong last eight” 

“We’re obviously delighted 
to have secured a home draw 
pnrf , with the match in half-term 
week, there should be a very 
good crowd” 

Yorkshire’s captain, David 
Byas, warned his side against 
over confidence after they were 
installed as the new 31-1 
favourites. The Tykes have not 
won a trophy since 1987, but 
they have been drawn at home 
to Durham on 27 May — a side 
they routed by eight wickets in- 
their final group match on Sat- 
urday. “I have to be delighted 
with it, because on paper they’re 
the least dangerous of the sides 
left in the competition. But 
there will be no complacency on 
our part,” Byas said. 

The other tie is at Lord’s be- 
tween Middlesex and Essex in 
a repeat of last Thursday’s zon- 
al match, which Mark Ram- 
prakash's side won by four 
wickets. Middlesex’s England 
bowler, Angus Fraser, said: 
“Our tie with Essex is one of the 
better ones. We’re quite happy." 

BENSON AND HBiGES CUP Quarterfinal 
dmc Surey v Lanc&staK LfitoBsterahre v 
Kant IMstwev Durham; Mdcfcsaxv Ease*, 
fries to be ployed Wednesday 77 May). 


Taylor plans without Wame 


MARK TAYLOR, the Aus- 
tralian cricket captain, said the 
bad news that Shane Warae 
would miss up to a year through 
a shoulder injury was parity bal- 
anced by the return of the pace 
bowler, Glenn McGrath. 

Wrrne will miss September’s 
Commonwealth Games and the 
following tour to Pakistan, and 
is in doubt for the Ashes series 
later in the year. 

“You never like to lose your 
key players, but you've got to try 
and win games when things 
aren't all going your way, and 
that’s going to be a new chal- 
lenge for us,” Taylor said. 


“Warney has been an ab- 
solutely outstanding bowler for 
us for a number of years now. 
We've got to try and find other 
ways of getting people out.” 

McGrath was in outstanding 
form before succumbing to a 
stomach injury which reduced 
him to just one Test last season. 

However, Thylor said be was 
hopeful of McGrath's full re- 
covery in time for the Pakistan 
tour. “He’s very keen to get bade 
into it and, like most competi- 
tive sportsmen, doesn't like sit- 
ting on the sidelines - and I'm 
sure he’s looking forward to 
Pakistan." 


Super League holds firm on disciplinary policy 


Rugby League 


By Dave Hadffeld 

The Rugby League has reject- 
ed an appeal from Super 
1 League to change its disciplinary 
procedures to avoid the uncer- 
tainty that both Leeds and 
Wigan could have faced before 
their eagerly awaited match on 
Friday. 

Super League wants hear- 
ings moved from Thursday to 
earlier in the week, so that 
coaches will know whether play- 
ers sent off or placed on report 
will be available. 


Leeds’ Marc Glanville was 
dismissed at London last Friday, 
and Wigan's Andy Farrell was 
reported during- his game at 
Sheffield the following day, al- 
though he has been told that he 
has no case to offer. 

“In this day and age, there 
is no reason why Super League 
hearings cannot be held on a 
Monday or Tbesday, so that 
clubs will know where they 
stand," said Super League’s' 
managing director, Maurice 
Lindsay. 

But the League is not keen 
on the idea, claiming that some 
dubs would fail to submit match 


videos in time and that all hear- 
ings should be at the same 
time. 

“It is one game; there must 
be one disciplinary hearing," 
said a League spokesman, 
Ifeter Rowe. 

If Glanville, who is accused 
of stamping on an opponent’s 
hand, is suspended, the Leeds 
coach, Graham Murray, could 
bring in Barrie McDermott, 
who completed his own ban by 
playing on loan for Bramley at 
Workington on Sunday. 

The prospect of a Super 
League record crowd for the 
match has been stymied by 


council safety officers reducing 
Headmgjey’s capacity to 18,750. 

Wigan plan to use the mon- 
ey they have made by selling 
their winger Rob Smyth, to 
retain their sought-after utility 
back, Darryl Cardiss. 

The dub had a change of 
heart last week, agreeing to sell 
Smyth to the Broncos fOT 
£30,000. “It was something we 
did reluctantly,” said the Wigan 
coach, John Monie. “But if we 
can. use that money to give 
Darryl a bit more, we might be 
able to keep him.“ 

Bradford and London are to 
play their match at Tynecastle 


in Edinburgh on Saturday, 18 
Juty.adayearikrthanorigfaalty 
announced, thus avoiding a 
dash with the Emerging Eng- 
land versus Wiles fixture at 
Widnes. 

Garry Schofield, coach of 
Huddersfield, the only Super 
League side without a point, 
says that it is “a main priority” 
to retain the Great Britain 
prop, Nefl Hannon, despite 
Bradford’s interest in him. 

The Rugby League has 
formed a partnership with 
Sparks, the charity through 
which sport finances children’s 
medical research. 


Reports of player failing drug test denied 


Snooker 


THE World Professional Bil- 
liards and Snooker Associa- 
tion yesterday denied reports 
that a leading player had foiled 
a drug test. 

But in an official statement 
released the WPBSA merely 
said that their company secre- 
tary, Martyn Blake, wished “it to 
be known that under WPBSA 
drug control procedure no no- 
tification has been given that a 
leading player has foiled a ran- 
dom drugs test carried out by the 
Sports CoundL No disdpliiiary 


action can be commenced until 
both samples taken at any test 
have proved positive. Should a 
test prove positive a disciplinary 
hearing will be organised tty 
the WPBSA in accordance with 
its agreed procedure and the 
findings made known." 

It is understood that a drug 
test is in process and that the sec- 
ond sample will be tested on 
■Wednesday. Its believed that the 
initial testing of the sample in- 
dicated the use of a banned 
substance. It is not thought the 
sample was taken during the 
Warid Championship, which fin- 
ished in Sheffield a week ago. 


Less than a month ago, three 
players were punished for foil- 
ing random tests. The former 
world billiards champion, Peter 
Gilchrist, was fined £100 after 
traces of pseudoephedrine - 
found in flu remedies -were dis- 
covered in a urine sample. Paul 
Hunter was fined £4350 and 
docked 1,140 ranking points af- 
ter admitting using marijuana 
during a tournament in 
Bournemouth Last October. 

Stephen Ormerod was fined 
£800 after a routine sample at the 
1997 Benson and Hedges Cham- 
pionship revealed traces of 
cannabis and Nor-androsterone. 


Sporting Digest 


England to face tougher tests 


Hockey 

ENGLAND’S games this 
evening at the Milton Keynes 
National Stadium will give an 
indication of what might be ex- 
pected of them at the World 
Cup, which starts in Utrecht 
tomorrow week, writes Bill 
Colwill- 

The women, who have not 
lost since their 4-2 victory over 
the Australian Olympic and 
world champions in Perth in 
January, can expect a tougher 
pnme against them this evening. 


Today’s fixtures 
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After that defeat, 
Australia came back with a 

vengeance in a four-game series 
against the Dutch, the Olympic 
bronze medallists, which they 
won 3-1, finishing with a con- 
vincing 6-0 victory. 

There will also be a score to 
settle in the men’s game agai ns t 
New Zealand. When the teams 
last met in Malaysia in March, 
England shipped three goals in 
the opening 31 minutes before 
losing 4-5. 

The Kiwis have made one 
change from that squad, the re- 
turn of their most capped play- 
er and former captain Jamie 
Smith who was injured at the 
time. 

England have enjoyed an 
easy nm since Malaysia, withsix 
victories in six outings, scoring 
32 goals in the process. ■ 

But the crunch comes at 
Milton Keynes this evening. 
Both Fngland teams expect to 
h* at frill strength. 


Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: Tanya Bjw 4 Betti- 
mora 3; Boston 3 Kansas Crty 1 ; New ’itortt 
Ybnknee 7 Mmeaota 0; Chicago White Sok 
4 Oakland 3; Seattle 3 Toronto 1; Detroit 2 
Anaheim 4; OtowHimrt 3 fewa & 
NATIONAL LEAGUE: Las Anoutea 4 Fbri- 

da2;MlBrttiBtai DiegoS; Colorado 5 Mon- 

3; PHadefcKa /Arizona 4; CSnamafl 4 

' 3 (12 Mugs); Houston 7 M- 


FHoJn, Reyes (both Cdo CofaL Rientee, 

Castaneda, R Rojos, An* (aD Urftsaidad 

de Ramkvz. Margos (bath UnMfr 

sided CatoJical VTOarrost (randarare). 

GomwE (Cobfetoq). WdWdan: Musrn, 

Aorta (both Uhhersfctatf do CMrt Par- 

reguez, Cotnsja (both Urtvaratoed C«to«- 

caj Slam (Cato Cotoi, Estoy (Tbtocu, 

Msxt Vaga (New Ybrit-Now Jersey Met 
ro Stars). Forwards: Zunonmo (Intar- 



waufcml; Sari Fruncteco 3 Chicago Cubs a 
Postponed: St Louis * New \brk uets. 

Basketball 

NBA PLAYOFFS (but of sawn nrtos): 

Eastern Conference: Inetena Tt8 New ’’fork 

W 7{o9 (fitofana lead series 3-1); Chicago 

94 CharfaUn 80 (Chicago toad series 3-T). 

W aetar n CaeteranacLA Lahore Tig Seas- 

tto tSO (Lakers lead series 3-1); Utah 82 San 

Antonio 73 (Uteri toad series 3-1). 

Cricket 

HRSTCLASS MATCH 
Oxford v Worcestershire. 

Rr& (toy ot three 

HE PARKS: W M ce rt a rah fcehawe ac orad 
238 In thair first tarings tor th* toss n! 
three wickets. . 

WOrcaansMis woo toss 
WORCESTERSHIRE: Ftntf fnning* 

WPG Wteston b Mather O 

VS Sotarid c Ptfhl b Khan — 

*G A l-lck c Mother b Garland . 

D ALsalherdalenotout 

AHatesznotout 




Extras (134, «2, nh2) — 

Total (Tor 3. S3 over*) . 

FWfc 1-0, 2-6, 

Tb Sat^S R S W K ffl&ASh^ 

1 ; Byrne 60654X LtghHoo! 7-1.330! Oaf 
torn 3-0-20-1 

Umpire*: M J Kitchen and K JLyont 
Football 

CHILE WORLD OJP SQUAD: GM fl m ep - 


i (River Plate Aral Caneno 

(HtacKpwri Neka (Goto Cob), Barrera (Ur*- 
verafctad de Chta> 

GERMANY WORLD CUP SQUAD: GoaF 
haape r a t Kahn (Bawm Murfch), raptor 
(MsssIbsX Lchnam (SchstaL Dofsoders: 
SahbeiSi^em&Artchl Hekner (BMmkAt- 
rfch). KbtWr 

(Bayern MufeiV Radar (Borussta Dort- 
nuidt Than (Srf«i«a)i VWfcms (Bayer Lw- 
ortutan), Mwftt lt lnra : Freund fficnnsla 
Dortmund), IHa elar (KMniieV na — 
(Banm lutichL Heinrich (Bssnrssa Dort- 
mund): Janata (860 Utoichj. Mata 
BarossiB DortiTimd), i mat (Bayern Murkiti 
Sega (Mtan). Forward* Btartiofl (Ucineaai 
Ktmtan (Beyer Leveriojaant Kfcemann (Tb£ 
tenherht Mnsctmfi (KRtaenfamam^ 
NETHERLANDS WOULD CUP SQUAD: 
Goataepen: Van dar Sar (Mud Heap 
~ , Da Goey(Chcrw4 Defender* 

tonal VlartaifkrwtlB), Fda 
m (Manchester UtdlNuman 
i(Barcr*na)kSd- 
[MadtftWMar(k>- 
ta na t i o na l^ R da Boer (A)rofl, Coai CPSV). 
Jonk (PSV1 Duvtda (Jumntu&l Van Bron- 
drfiontt (Ftanoonft r or w u da: Van Hoot- 
Jdonk (Notflhtfwn Forest), KUwrt Meni 
Ownnam (AtsanaB, i laaaafcaMr (LeedsUta 
B a rgtcamp (AisBnsQ ZBodon fSV> . . 
BULGARIA PROVISIONAL WORLD CUP 
SQUAD: G oafiree pertK Zdmknv (Man- 
betajofl, MtoaOov (Storis Sofia). Stonev 
(CSKA SdtaL Defender* T Ivanov (CSKA 
Sdlalf(MmBrSifBspa4lfijfxfw(BE 
IraditRartdiftlzafinwUntiiABMsIakA, 
GJncftev (AitthasporL Paikov (Uttx 
Louecftl Pafeov MdlMdarK 

Yartaiv(8a3jkta^Balatov(vtB Stuttgart), 
rSofiRLWnfenov Sport 


port. Bortndrov 

kStoflov 

_ LGiurv 

Fdiwards: Stolchtov (CSKA 
Kd e tad l nav (CSKA Softs). Pane* (Com- 
‘ ‘ Hrtaiov (KaisersiauiBrn) Todormr 

Bachev (Starie S 

_ 1 Sofia) (Squad to bo cut 

26 to 22 prior to tab). 

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND UNDER-21 

St3tiAO (Three na tion 1 



Kiggera 68; C Jotroton-Forbee 88: V Ode- 

W068; C Matthew (QB) 68: C Koch (Swa) 

5b-. B tweraon TO; D PeMier 72. Other GB: 

209 S Strudwlck 71; L Raactough 71 210 C 
Dtonah 71 212H Dobson TO; jMoocfie 73. 

213 S Lowe (GEI) 72 216 K Marshal 75 

Olympic Games 

The businessman and former tennis 
pfayar Ion Tiriac was yesterday elect- 
ed president of the Romanian Otymric 
Committea Trtac ran an effective 
campaign to beat a fencing champi- 
on and a gymnasfics coach far the Job 

Rugby Union 


mUJANOPEN 
•Utnuch (Cr 
57-6; FDewiri 
MMlFCtwr. 
6«&4;THaniTWi 
8-1 6-0; R Knjkxk 


Murphy 

KBbona (West 

f v Scotland (Be 

: Northern Ireland v Scotland (SJgqJ; 

PREWORLD CUP FRB0UT (K&wton, 

Jam): Jamaica 3 Santee (Br) 2. Scorer* J»- 

mrtc* R Gantoec P Hat I Goodbon. San- 
to* Luck* Jonjhvi 

MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER: New England 
Rewtotion 4 HuTpa Bay Mutiny a 

Golf 



:271T 

67; S Ftesch 62 27S S Vbrplantc 65; B SIS 
aon 68; B W 67; J Hutton 08; S Chk 72 
27H T DotktelSA) 66; C Demto 6& Z77 G 
VUaAa (NZ) 67i C Ftosa 6a 278 D Duval 66; 
L Janun 70; J Kely 70; C Bany (Aus>7l 
LPGA TOURNA«ENT (Old Wdrofy,Te«j) 
Leading final round acoraa (US inleas 
stated): 205 B Muche OB: D Anctows ST; 
N Lop« 68; J Lirftnck (FWu) 70 206UMa)- 
lon'B7; J FNdooBT: Prtjrat 68; 0 FtoghCu- 
rier 68; R Hathertraton (Au^ 71 207 A 
Somnetam fSwe) 66,'D Eggalng 67 1 ; J hksiar 
68: M Morrta 71 208 Klloiiatftan 68; L 


land, Scotland i 

defeat of Portugal The draw wE take 
place at the end of next month. 

Sailing 

WHITBREAD ROUND T« WORLD RACE 

Eighth Marl feoffee (US) 12837 mlas to Ito- 

kh; 2 htoaCup (Man) 44 mfesbehind loader; 
3 EF Lmgiano (Sww at 253; 4 knouebon 

toaemer ffjorf 4a4; 5 Swedsh Match (Swe) 

6896 B=&ub*x\ {9w} 724; 7 Brunei am- 

g^Mi^ras^tOut (SB) BM; OChesde 

Skiing 

The Scot Alain Baxter yssterdsw be- 
came the first British mate skier to 
break into the IntematfonaJ Ski Feb- 
oraiJorte top 100 when ho moved to 
90th in the end-cLseascn rankings. 

Tennis 

Arte Huber (BsO and Magtetena Malee- 
va (BuQ have puled out of tha French 
Ctoai, which starts on 25 May because 
or Injuiy. Lori McMd (US) and Barbsa 
Schwartz (Aut) take Iholr pieces. Chris 
VUbodnifffUS) withdrewfrom the mails 
eventwtthakneat*xyandvribere- 
pteced by Dane) Nestor ffianl 



i: Find round: B 
a(GS)7- 
Horkman - 
tfc> Vfemfc 
tAF Santoro 
bt U 
Martin 

A Portias (Sbl 5-77-6 6-4; T Muster 
bt M FSppw (Ury) B-1 8-0; H Arad 
bt P Korda (Cze) 6-2 6A; G Kur 
bt C Costa (Sp) 1-6 6-4 6-2; N 
(Ecu) UG Pozzi (It) 7-6 G4; W Ferrta 
(SA) bt L Arnold (Aig) 6-1 6-1 

GSWAN WOMENS OPB<l (Berfin) Hrst 

round: MAVbnto(\fen) btYBaaJdflrido) 

6-4 6-3; P Li (China) hi M Oremens (Noth) 

B-0 642; 8 Farina M bt N Sawamalsu 

66 6 2: J F&rd-Decugte (ft) bt 
2666 7-6;i M^al (Qaa) 

bt S Schmfedte (Go) 4-6 MK^MSarra 

{Sp)»B Schitz -McCarthy (NMM66 6- 

2; E Lfchovtsovo (Ra) br J Lee (US) 7-5 6- 
Tferwajoam (Thtffl bt J Capriati ftJS) 66 
6-1; A UF Pbrfetti (Ha) 6-1 6-1 

F Label (Airt btk Pb (USA) 64 62 M A 
KouTtora bt R Bowna (Cze) 6-2 

6- 1; S Cade (MSA) bt (p N feuziat (Fra) 

7- 56-4, 

ATP AMERICAS RED CLAV CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP (Coral Springs, Florida): Ftaafc 
A Be (Aus) bt D angunatti (it) 7-5 6-4. 
ATP LEADING TOUR RANKINGS: 1 P 

2* Rap) 

4 P Rafter 
1 5 G Ruaeefaid (GB) 3064 6 Y 
(Rus) 2,904 7 J Workman 
, 8 A Correda ®p) 0,487 9 G 
i (Br) 2384 10 K Kucara (StovaK) 
23n 11 R Krapceic (Neth) 2)48 12 C Moya 
(Sp) 202] 13ABerasetagu(Sn)2p2l 14 

M Phnnn fl tgB7 1<CF Lfa nt*. PVJ 1t»» 

16CPWneP=riW517THatwSi^ 
164716TEnqvtst (Swc) 1777 19 A Ages- 

si (US) V50 20 A Costa (Sp) 1722 
WTA LEADING MONEYWINNERS ON 
WOlffiTS TOUR: 1 M hfingm (Swit) 


$066)704 2 L Davenport (US) $507100 3 

VWtans (US) $484710 4 C Martinez (Sp) 

$356081 SACoetzar (SA) $289546 6 J 
Novotna (Cz Rap) S26B562 7 A Sanchez 
Vtoarto (3p) 5264,388 8 A Kotmtoua (Rub) 

ss3asee a m piome (Fr) *233032 10 p 

~ " $200303 11 M Lucie 
12 N Zvereva (Bela) 
1 13 A Sugtyama (Japan) $171914 
IAAHlAmt (Gar) S16S277 15 D van Roost 
(Bel ) *160,162 16 L Raymond (LIS) 
SMSmaiT 1 Spktea (Rom) $125303 16 1 
MatoE (Croa) Ste0565 19 S Tasted (Fr) 
Stte SB 20 R Dragon* (Rom) smxo. 




TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


The arts scored by an lev 
der-13 schoolboy cricket 
team in Calcutta The 10 - 
man Ramakrishna Mtesion 
school tost their nine wick- 
ets h four ewers against the 
BounvHa orictet academy. 
Their innings lasted 18 
minutea and the academy 
took only two defiveries to 
winthegama 


baS' RESTAURANT 'La Fnngaie- ^ 33.04 87 50 


m- ■ S •• i4-.- 


Slu'y-ijvc:'?-- 




FREE BREAKDOWN 

COVER FOR 

EUROPEAN 

SHORT BREAKS 


...THAT'S THE JOB OFTHE AA 


24 HOUR 


t < -■ i. li j. L-.r-Tiij 

HELPLINE 


The AA now provides free 72 hour 
European Breakdown cover with Personal 
Membership*. This brand new benefit 
is FREE to members and provides cover for an unlimited 
number of short trips to Europe for up to 72 hours. 
Now AA membership goes even further, so there's never 
been a better time to join. 

i 

‘For members taking out Options 200. 300 or 400. Cover applies in 
France, Belgium. Netherlands, German?, liflemtonrg, Republic of Ireland. 
Channel Islands and the Isle of Van. 

TO OUR MEMBERS WE’RE THE 

4th EMERSENCY SERVICE 
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lansen 


had ‘no 


future’ 


at Celtic 


Football 


By Phil Gordon 


HE came, be saw, he con- 
quered. Yet, in the end, Wim 
Jansen went the way of Lou 
Macari and Tommy Bums as 
Fergus McCann saw his third 
manager off the Parkhead 
premises. 

The Celtic chairman re- 
vealed last night that Jansen 
would have been ditched by the 
newly crowned Scottish champ- 
ions if he had not decided to 
quit, just 48 hours after guiding 
the dub to a first title in lOyears. 

Jansen's way of working an- 
gered McCann enough to raise 
no protest when the taciturn 
Dutchman informed the club 
yesterday from Portugal, where 
he has taken the Celtic team for 
a friendly with Sporting Lisbon, 
that he wanted to use the spe- 
cial escape clause in his three- 
year contract. 

McCann claimed last night 
that Jansen had no long-term 
ambition to work at Celtic and 
accused him of “short-term- 
ism’'. In outlining the flaws of 
the man who played in two 
World Cup Finals fpr the 
Netherlands, it became dear 
that, as far as McCann was con- 
cerned, the future was not or- 
ange. “It was the opinion of the 
board and myself that he could 
not have continued long-term,” 
McCann declared last night 

Outside, a few hundred 
demonstrattxs chanted; “Fergus. 
Fergus, what’s the score?” They 
demanded to know why the 
club had taken the astonishing 
action to part with a man who 
had just guided them to the tro- 
phy they had waited so long for. 
and, at a stroke, ended Rangers' 
monopoly of the league. 

On Saturday, Parkhead had 
been teeming with 50,000 jubi- 
lant fans paying homage to 
Jansen and his players for de- 
livering the holy graiL But Mc- 
Cann is not a football man — and 
that owes a great deal to the 
parting of the ways with the 
maverick Dutchman, who re- 
fused to toe the line that Mc- 


Cann set out. That was also the 
scenario with Lou Macari and 
Tommy Bums, both sacked by 
McCann who took over as 
chairman when he saved the 
dub from bankruptcy in 1994. 

But Celtic, as with other 
dubs, outlined themselves that 
finance matters more than foot- 
ball by informing the stock ex- 
change in London first of the 
change winch would have an ef- 
fect on the dub’s shares. 

“There is away of working 
within fhis organisation 
Wim Jansen bad his own poli- 
cies,” McCann said. “You can- 
not operate like that.” 

McCann was particularly 
critical of Jansen, whom he 
hired a year ago after sacking 
Bums on the basis of the 
Dutchman's glowing references 
from, among others, Johann 
Cruyff, with regard to fee trans- 
fer of Harald Brat tbakk, whose 
goal against St Johnstone on 
Saturday sealed the title. 

McCann claimed Jansen 
floated club policy that all ma- 
jor signings be watched in per- 
son by the head coach. “We 
even provided a private plane, 
which had been hired at great 
expense, for him to go and see 
Harald and he refused three 
times to use it. We also asked 
Jansen to give a list of possible 
players in March that he was in- 
terested in signing, and he re- 
fused to do that That indicated 
to us that he didn’t intend to stay 
here too long.” 

Jansen has hinted he was un- 
happy about being curtailed in 
spending, although he used 
£12.4m to acquire new players 
which brought Celtic ultimate 
success. However, the CV of a 
man who has never stayed 
longer than two years in any 
coaching' job backs up Mc- 
Cann's assessment that clearly 
Celtic were going to have to 
look for a new coach sooner 
rather than later. 

Jansen said from Lisbon 
that his decision was about 
“principles” and not about 
money, and that he has not been 
contacted by another dub. 
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No excess baggage: Allan Donakl, the South Africa pace bowler, relaxes among the tourists’ cricket coffins at Lorcft yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Cronje conjures vision of harmony 


Cricket 


By Derek Pringle 


SOUTH AFRICA’S cricketers 
flew into England yesterday con- 
scious that cricket is just one of 
Che rrsponsbfliries they will need 
to address over the coming 
months. With Louis Luyfs recent 
departure as president of South 
Africa's rugby union, in part due 
to alleged radsm, every sport is 
under serntiny, even one as care- 
fully run as cricket Apartheid 
may have been widely renounced, 
has never been entirely resolved. 

In a nation undergoing se- 
vere growing pains, sport offers 
a diversion which cannot afford 
to be tarnished, and that 
indudes cricket. 

Tokenism can be a debili- 
tating word in a team game like 
cricket, for it undermines the 
confidence of team and indi- 
vidual alike. Fortunately in the 
six years since South Africa’s 
cricketers returned to the 
Tfest stage, merit has taken over. 


There are three non-white 
cricketers in their 17-man 
squad. Paul Adams (aged 21) 
and Makhaya Ntini (20) have 
both played Test cricket, while 
Roger Tdemachns (25), a swing 
bowler, has one-day interna- 
tional experience. 

“The term we use,” said Bob 
Woolmer, the team coach, “is 
nafr-radal team. In other words 
it's picked from the best players 
in South Africa. There is no 
doubt in my mind that Roger 
Tfelemachus and Makhaya Ntini 
are very fine cricketers in their 
own right and they deserve to be 
here on tour.” 

Hansie Cronje, the captain 
and a man from Afrikaner 
stock, went further. “When I 
-first came to England, the ques- 
tion that kept coming up was 
‘when are we going to see the 
first black South African to 
play? 1 WH1 I'm very proud to say 
the time has come and 
Makhaya will be the first in a 
long line of blade South African 
players.” The distinction being 


made is that the other two, in 
a hangover from the bad old 
days, are still referred to as C^re 
Coloureds. 

“It is not a case of token play- 
ers,” continued Cronje. “It is a 
case of players coming over here 
and doing a lot of hard west. 
They realise that and want to be 
great examples to the next gen- 
eration. In fact they’ve already 
been terrific role models for the 
youth of South Africa. As a cap- 
tain it’s ideal for me to work with 
a team where there is no extra 
pressure from racial talk.” 

Despite the plaudits, how- 
ever, a regular place stiD eludes 
ali three. That is not surprising, 
perhaps, with respect to the two 
pace bowlers Ntini and 
Telemachus, who have to com- 
pete with Allan Donald and 
Shaun Pollock. But in Adams' 
case, it is disappointing that his 
unorthodox left-arm spin has not 
improved much since his debut 
against England in 1995. 

When South Africa toured 
here four years ago, they were 


still naive. They are still not as 
cfinical as Australia, but the po- 
tency of Donald and FoDock has 
done more than most to hard- 
en the brittle edges. Indeed, 
there has been only one centu- 
ry opening stand against South * 
Africa once their return to Test 


cricket in 1992. 

It is a soaring testament to 
the pair, especially to the 32- 
year-old Donald, whose fast 
and accurate bawling is the 
reason South Africa are just 
behind Australia and Pakistan 
in world ratings. “ • ' 

*Tm just looking forward to 
them firing together,” said 
Woohner, who at one stgge be- 
came so wrapped up in hyper- 
bole that he daimed Pollock to 
be the best all-rounder since 
Gary Sobers. 

Mind you, their attack pro- 
vides a sobering thought, par- 
ticularly with England’s opening 
pairing likely to be compro- 
mised by Alec. Stewart’s drop 
down foe order and Michael 
Atherton's scrappy form. Unless 


England try and prepare turn- 
ing pitches lilcp- the one against 
Australia at The Oval last Au- 
gust, this series will be won by 
the ream who best combats the 
pace bowlers. 

South Africa’s means of try- 
ing to adneve this will be very dif- 
ferent from England's. Their 
Achilles’ heel, apart from their 
captain’s tendency to be unimag- 
inative, is the fallibility of their 
early order, lb offset this, they 
have a middle and lower order 
brimful of all-rounders; players 
such as Jacques Kallis, Brian 
McMillan, Lance Klusener and 
Pat Symcox all bat and bowl, 
while the wicketkeeper, Mark 
Boucher, can also score valuable 


runs. 

Having played 11 Tfests 
themselves in the past six 
months, En glan d’s opponents 
ought to be feeling as jaded as 
the home side normally does 
after a West Indies tour. For that 
reason, they are not underesti- 
mating England. 

“We know they are two dif- 


ferent sides home and away,” 
said Cronje, who said a series 
win in England would be the 
“ul tima te” although he also 
professed he would like to beat 

tiie West Indies neat winter, as . 
well as win the World Cup. ' " 
Whether they can do that 
with the help of some heroic per- 
formances from their non-while 
players remains to be seen. In-, 
terestingly, while Cronje and Co 
w ere giving their press confer- •. 
encc in the England and WhleS 
Cricket Board offices at Lord’s, 
another was bong given next 
door by the CridDetFcxmdatioiv 
The Foundation was airing 
the findings of a report it had j; 
commissioned on the levels of 
radsm in English cricket at tiie 
grassroots level South Africa 
may still be bearing the brunt 
of racial discrimination, bid 
judging by the study, winch 
looked into equal opportunities 
of cricketers from ethnic mi- 
norities in Essex andean Lon- 
don, the ECB has a challenge . 
on its hands as well 
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ACROSS 

I Of course if s a feature of 
any school (10) 

6 New upper-class doctor’s 
insensitive (4) 

10 Wrongly accuses, throwing 
a second win (7) 

II Resigned sigh at report of 
straw house (5-2) 

12 If 8 said those agreeing to 
: can be a bit of a 

13 y Irish MP suppresses 


Tiny South London street 
© 

Brawl which is material to 



wild game (9) 

Instructions to increase 
number of revs? (7) 
Wicked man has name for 
being overwhelmed by 
debts (7) 

Unimpressive May Day 
c We? (2-2) 

Until area is cleared line 
can be seen only on one 


1 work to begin po- 
etically right before one (5) l 
15 Double-dealing of awful 
cheater on railway (9) 2 

17 To move fast is male selfish 
advancement (9) 3 

20 Transfer liquid lead for 

mo ulding about a pound 4 

(5) 


side (10) 

DOWN 


Perhaps low class trial 
takes time (5) 

One swindles tennis player 


speculative^ (9) 

Job requiring no effort? 


£3en 


au’s balloon launch 

So described? CO 


Derange a French male 
with the lay to everything 

Sug supplier’s rendered 
powerless by this attendant 

1 person gets “A”? 
(5,4) . . 

> writer, 100% traitor? 

i when conservative 
company brought up 
Asians we bear (9) 

16 Attempt to find name of 
Captain Cook’s ship (9) 

18 Compound abuse, almost 

19 Prince (7) 

22 High prates 'of land estab- 
lished (5) 

24 Support as found in erec- 
tion of shelter (S) 






Players support MacLaurin’s 
two-tier Championship 


By Myles Hodgson 


ENGLAND’S cricketers 
yesterday endorsed Lord 
MacLaurin’s proposed changes 
to the domestic structure of the 
game but called for Lord's to 
allow them greater indepen- 
dence as a professional body.-. 

All three major issues on the 
agenda at the emergency gen- 
eral meeting of the Profes- 
sional Cricketers* Association 
at Edgbaston - the format of 
the County Championship, a re- 
view of the registration rules 
and a demand for an increased 
share of television revenue - 
received healthy support from 
the biggest assembly of players 
in 20 years. 

More than 200 of the PCA’s 
415 members attended the 
meeting, convened following 


last September's decision by the 
co on ties to reject the England .. 
and Wiles Cricket Board chair- 
man's proposal for a two-divi- 
sion Championship with 
promotion and relegation. 

Including some of the postal 
votes, 157 of which stiff have to 
be counted, 84 per cent of 
those who voted backed a two- 
division Championship, 93 per 
cent rejected the current reg- 
istration regulations and there 
was 100 per cent badringfor the 
PCA’s campaign to be regard- 
ed as the 19th county when the 
ECB shares out the expanding 
TV revenue - which could be 
worth around £lm a year, when 
the ECB apportions a share of 
the income. 

The majority backing, which 
represents an increase in sup- 
port from last September when 


two-thirds of the members en- 
dorsed a two-division Champi- 
onship prior to the counties’ 
vote, gives the PCA executive 
the mandate to discuss the sit- 
uation with the Board. 

“We have got through 
phase one, which was to get as 
many players together as pos- 
sible and discuss thing s and 
now we have to go and talk to 
the Board,” explained the 
PCA chairman, Matthew 
Fleming. 

The PCAs decision is un- 
likely to force a change in the 
counties' 12-7 vote in favour of 
retaining the current Champi- 
onship structure and rewarding 
the top eight finishers with a 
one-day tournament at the be- 
ginning of next season - a for- 
mat which is in place for the 
next three years. 


McKinney hitch for Hamed 


Boxing 


KENNEDY McKINNEY is 
one of three opponents short- 
listed to fight Naseem Hamed 
on 18 July, according to the pro- 
moter Frank Warren. 

Contrary to reports over the 
weekend, Warren says be has 
not signed the American for 
Hamed’s 12th defence of the 
World Boxing Organisation 
featherweight title to lake place 
in either Las Vegas, New York 
or Atlantic City. 

“We are certainly talking to 
McKinney’s people, but he is 
only one of three possible op- 


ponents,” Warren said. “1 don’t 
want to name the others. I’ve 
heard that people are saying it 
will be held in Britain, but Fm 
looking at venues in the Unit- 
ed States.” 

Warren was to have an- 
nounced the fight at London’s 
Dorchester Hotel on Sunday, 
but a late hitch apparently 
could not be overcome in rmu» 

McKinney, from Memphis, 
caused a shock by stopping 
Junior Jones to win the WBO 
super-bantamweight title in 
December. 

Jones had already signed to 
challenge Hamed, but that de- 
feat ruined the fight, and McK- 


inney expected to move to the 
head of the queue to meet 
Hamed. 

McKinney said recently: 
‘‘They were going to give Junior 
Jones the shot if he beat me. I 
have a message for the Print*. 
We spoke to each other in New 
York about fi ghtin g each other 
and you said that if 1 beat 
Jones, rd get the fight. Now it’s 
put up or shut up.” 

Meanwhile, ^ferrea reports 
that McKinney has been 
stripped of the WBO super-ban- 
tam title, which leaves Liver- 
pool’s No 1 contender, Richie 
^teuton, looking for another op- 
ponent to meet on 6 June. 
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